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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. When you hear the word, “free-
dom” what image pops up in your mind – especially 
considering the fact that in this land where we live 
“freedom” is allegedly of paramount importance – the 
driving force, if you will, behind everything we do or 
say as a nation and people. Freedom is something eve-
ryone supposedly wants and desires. The pursuit of 
freedom is one of the rights we enjoy under our Consti-
tutional form of government, and is what makes the 
style of living many enjoy possible. But freedom has 
some very unpleasant “side effects” – including an in-
crease in criminal activity, because criminals also have 
certain freedoms that presumably can’t be taken away – 
as well as a society burdened down with both the ex-
cesses of the rich and the desperation of the poor. 

Freedom, is a very difficult animal to describe and 
define. And the reason this is so is because so few real-
ly know what freedom is. Far too many think freedom 
means they are able to do whatever they please because 
they aren’t responsible to anyone other than themselves. 
They have precious little concern as to how their ac-
tions will impact others. And that’s especially important 
for us this morning as we note with alarm how divi-
sions, upheavals and turmoil are becoming an almost 
everyday occurrence in our Churches because of those 
who feel their freedom ought to be part of our belief 
and practice – or put more simply, they think that in the 
Church everyone should be free to believe and do 
whatever they want, and that no one, not even God, can 
take that freedom away! 

But this way of thinking couldn’t be any further 
from the truth. For while freedom is an important part 
of our national heritage, Christian freedom is nothing 
like the freedoms we enjoy as American citizens. Free-
dom for the Christian isn’t based on one’s individual 
rights, but on God’s directing of your life in accordance 
with His will. The problem, however, is that as sinners 
we are always trying to free ourselves from this Divine 
obligation, rationalizing our behavior by labeling God 
“unjust” for setting such high standards – insisting the 
Bible has been grossly misunderstood (because after all 
– as many would argue, even in the Church – it was 
written by fallible men prone to error) – or perhaps 
even denying God’s existence and influence altogether 
in the hope that He’ll just leave us alone and let us do 
whatever we please! 

In this morning’s Gospel, however, Jesus says that if 
you abide in His Word you’ll be His disciple, you’ll 
know the Truth, and the Truth will make you free. But 
how can that be? If a disciple is defined as one who fol-
lows the teachings of another, how can it be that com-
mitting one’s self to the point of discipleship will bring 
about any kind of freedom? Wouldn’t such discipleship 
be more likely to bring about bondage rather than free-
dom? Obviously then, the freedom about which Jesus 
speaks is a freedom totally unlike every other kind of 
freedom. This freedom is founded solely on the Word 
of God – a Word which, when believed, leads one to a 
knowledge of the Truth – which then brings about this 
freedom. 

The people to whom Jesus was speaking in this text 
were very much like the people with whom Luther 
struggled during the time of the Reformation – very 
much like a large percentage of the religious establish-
ment today. These people falsely believed their reli-
gious heritage – their denomination, if you will – was 
far more important than their religion. They boasted 
that they were related by blood to Abraham and there-
fore obligated to no man. They considered themselves 
free from the necessity of listening to Jesus, or the obli-
gation of hearing anything new. They didn’t understand 
true freedom any better than the people at the time of 
the Reformation – or the people of our day. Their reli-
gious heritage made they feel that they were already 
free – that is, until Jesus began to expose them to the 
real truth about themselves. 

“Anyone who commits sin – even the smallest of 
sins – has made himself a slave to sin,” says Jesus, and 
unlike a son, “the slave does not live in his master’s 
house forever.” The slave might live there so long as 
his master allows, but one day he’ll be booted out of the 
house like the slave he is – while the son will always 
live there. Now, while this way of thinking might seem 
confusing to us, to the people who heard Jesus speak 
these words, the matter was crystal clear. In this life 
they might be able to stay within the boundaries of the 
Temple – within the confines of the religious estab-
lishment – or as we might say today, within the mem-
bership of the Church – but, without a correct under-
standing of freedom and Truth they would have no part 
of that Church in the life to come. In order to insure an 
eternal place in God’s house, what they needed – and 
indeed, what we all need – is a saving relationship with 
the only begotten Son of God as Savior. 



 

 

It’s only through such a relationship with the Son 
and His Word that you can know the Truth and the gift 
of true freedom. In the words of Jesus, “If the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” So then, why 
does the Church still have so many rules and regula-
tions if, as Christians, we are supposedly free from all 
these things? I would maintain that this problem has 
arisen precisely because our idea of what it means to be 
free is “all wet.” It isn’t that the Son hasn’t made you 
free from the threats and demands of the Law. It isn’t 
that through the shed blood of Jesus you haven’t re-
ceived forgiveness and eternal life. It’s that you’ve mis-
understood what this means. When Jesus says you are 
free – or when St. Paul says you are under no longer 
under obligation to the Law – that doesn’t mean you 
have a license to live your life however you please – or 
that you are to have no regard for the rights and needs 
of your neighbor. 

It means that when your trust is stayed in Jesus – 
when you believe He lived the perfect life for you – 
that He suffered, died and rose from the dead for you – 
then you are no longer under the condemnation of the 
Law. You are free from the threat of eternal punish-
ment which the Law holds over you. But, you are not 
free from the Law. Rather, as a redeemed, forgiven, 
sanctified child of God, you’re now free to keep the 
Law even though you will never be able to keep it per-
fectly. That’s what the Lutheran Reformation was all 
about. The Church of Luther’s day held the Law over 
people’s heads so that they would do what their leaders 
wanted. The threat of punishment was used to bring 
about change within the Church – or perhaps more ac-
curately – to bring about compliance among the people 
with the demands of the Church’s leadership. 

Reading through the Gospels and discovering what 
true freedom meant, Luther was compelled – both by 
conscience and the Word of God – to demand refor-
mation. He saw many poor sinners – besides himself – 
crushed under the weight of the Law as they vainly 
tried to live a life of perfect righteous. Almost everyone 
saw God as a cruel Taskmaster holding them in bond-
age to the demand that they live a life they were inca-
pable of living. They were living as slaves even though 
in Christ God had made them free. Hence God used 
Martin Luther to bring about the Reformation so that 
those living in bondage could finally experience true 
freedom. 

And today – the call of the Reformation still lingers 
among us 499 years later. We can no longer afford to 
live in the past – or rest on the fact that because we’re 
Lutherans we’re under bondage to no one. The Refor-
mation must be an ongoing process because there are 
still those who need to be set free today – including, 

sadly, you and me. We also need to be set free from our 
misunderstanding of freedom. We need to turn once 
again to the pages of Holy Scripture, hear God’s voice, 
and believe His Word as it comes to us here in this 
place through words, water, bread and wine. Only then 
can God maintain in you the only freedom worth hav-
ing. 

The Church of Luther’s day, as I mentioned before, 
saw God as a Slave Driver whose demands were too 
great. But the Gospel, which for far too long had been 
buried, brought about a new understanding of freedom. 
And with that new understanding, the Church began to 
grow – and has continued to grow almost right up until 
our own day. But today the situation is vastly different. 
Today the Church – in most places, including here, I’m 
afraid – is either stagnant or going backward. Why? 
Because we’ve lost sight of what true freedom is. To-
day freedom for many means having no obligations – 
not having to go to Church – not having to support the 
ministry of the Church when you’re not there – not 
having to study God’s Word – not having to serve on 
boards or committees – not having to help when called 
upon – not having to care for, or love, one another – 
not having to put the best construction on the words 
and actions of others. All of us – to one degree or an-
other – erroneously believe we’re free from such obli-
gations and need only worry about ourselves. 

So the time for Reformation is always here, because 
Jesus says that if you sin, you’re a slave to sin, and a 
slave will not live in his master’s house forever. But, if 
you listen to and place your trust in the Word of the Son 
of God, the Truth will be revealed to you – and Christ 
will make you truly free. He won’t make you free from 
having to go to Church, He’ll make you free to attend. 
He won’t free you from the necessity of supporting the 
Church, He’ll free you to want to do it. He’ll free you 
to want to study God’s Word – free you to want to 
serve Him in His Church – free you to help when 
you’re called upon – free you to love one another as He 
first loved us – free you to cheerfully live up to your 
obligations – and free you to worry about someone oth-
er than yourself. Through the power of the Holy Spirit 
working in the Word, the Son has now once again been 
revealed to you. See Him in this Word. Listen to Him as 
calls you to freedom. Heed that Word so that God can 
set you free from your bondage to sin and death. Cling 
to His cross and live forever in His freedom – a free-
dom which not only sets you free from sin, but also 
makes you free both to serve Him and your neighbor. 
May God make it so in your life for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


