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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. When the Son of God came into our 
world, He came for one reason – to accomplish the work 
which had been given Him to do by the Father. That’s 
what this morning’s Gospel text is all about – those activi-
ties which shape and form our Savior’s work, most espe-
cially His teaching, preaching, and healing. These are the 
things Jesus did throughout His ministry, and wherever He 
went. And they are the very same activities He’s engaged 
in today through the Church, which is His Body. First we 
learn that our Lord Christ went to the synagogues where 
Torah – Holy Scripture – was taught. There Jesus opened 
the Scriptures and catechized the people concerning Him-
self. He taught them the “What does this mean?” and the 
“Where is this written?” of God’s Word. He trained them 
in the Doctrines of the Bible – and most especially how 
His coming in human flesh had fulfilled everything Moses 
and the Prophets had written. And the people were amazed 
at His teaching, for unlike the Scribes and Pharisees, He 
taught with authority – and to be sure, there is no way any 
of us could ever have known the truth of God apart from 
that authority. 

Jesus’ followers called Him “Rabbi” and “Teacher,” 
and He called them “disciples,” or “learners.” He told 
them: “If you continue in My Word, you will be My disci-
ples and you will know the Truth and the Truth will make 
you free.” He didn’t subscribe to the modern belief which 
says everything already lies within you, and that all you 
have to do is coax it out. He knew that everything which 
comes naturally from inside is sin, and that of ourselves 
we have no innate knowledge of God’s mercy or love. We 
might know of God’s existence, and that He is great, pow-
erful and eternal – but that knowledge is bent and distort-
ed, for we have all been conceived in darkness, blindness, 
and ignorance – born imagining that we ourselves are God 
– and that God is the image and likeness of what we see in 
the mirror. We have to be taught the Truth – and so Jesus 
came teaching that Truth. 

Jesus also preached the Gospel of the kingdom – an-
nouncing the “Good News” like a herald crying out in the 
streets. In Him, He declared, the King had come, and His 
reign begun. That’s true preaching – a proclamation that 
the King has come to claim us for His kingdom! But what 
a surprise awaits those who go out to greet this King, be-
cause He doesn’t look much like a monarch. All you can 
see with your eyes is a Jewish Carpenter from Nazareth 
crowned with thorns, enthroned on a cross of wood, 
mocked by His subjects – crucified, bleeding, despised 
and rejected – a  beggar King in a kingdom of beggars 
come to lay down His life for the sake of His subjects – 
One who hardly seems worthy of preaching about. Yet 

this was what Jesus came preaching – and for His preach-
ing He was rewarded with cruel death. 

Finally, Jesus came healing every kind of disease, cast-
ing out demons, giving sight to the blind, speech to the 
mute, and hearing to the deaf. Wherever He appeared, dis-
ease and demons fled, a new creation came into being, and 
darkness and death gave way to Light and Life – for Jesus 
is greater than the devils, more powerful than the dark-
ness, and more commanding than sickness, sin, or even 
death. But His teaching, preaching, and healing were real-
ly nothing more than a foretaste of the feast to come. They 
weren’t an end in themselves, they were simply road signs 
pointing to the cross, the grave, and the empty tomb. Eve-
rything Jesus did was done with great compassion. It was 
done so that sinners might be drawn into His death, and 
rise to live forever under Him in His kingdom. 

In the Biblical way of speaking, compassion has to do 
with “guts” – because your “guts” are where your “feel-
ings” are. That’s where the expression came from that 
something may have made you “sick to your stomach.” As 
Jesus looked on the crowds following after Him and 
clamoring for His attention – that swarming, sweaty, sin-
ning mob filled with disease, demons and death – He saw 
the anxiety they were feeling over work, family, and 
health. He saw the searching in their eyes for something 
certain and concrete. He saw shepherdless sheep, each 
running in their own direction – uncentered and unfocused 
– climbing on one another’s backs – kicking, butting, and 
biting. In other words, He saw us in our lives unbuckled 
from God. 

And what Jesus saw wrenched His guts. But even then 
He didn’t point and wag His finger – or tell everyone to 
shape up and get their life in order. He knew full well how 
incapable they were of doing that, so He had compassion 
on them. He saw in them a harvest field ripe for picking – 
the very same thing, by the way, He sees in each of us – 
yes, in each of you! Even now Jesus is looking at you with 
that same compassionate gaze. And because of that com-
passion He has freely given you everything He has and 
everything He is – His Word, His body, His blood, His 
death, and His resurrection. Never in the history of the 
world has there ever been such compassion as Jesus’ gut-
wrenching compassion for the shepherdless crowds. And 
it was this compassion which drove Him to the cross – 
drove Him to the cross for you. 

Out of that compassion, Jesus bids His disciples to 
pray that the Lord of harvest would send workers into His 
field. What He asks us to do is such a simple thing – too 
simple, perhaps, for us who are so bedazzled by the mad-
ness of “methods.” Always fretting and fussing over the 



state of the family, our society, the Church and our con-
gregation, we’re a mess. We search here and there for this 
or that gimmick in the hope of improving things. But in-
stead of wringing our hands, Jesus tells us we ought to be 
folding them in prayer that the Lord of harvest would send 
workers into His fields – that He would raise up from our 
midst men to be pastors, faithful shepherds who will feed 
and tend the lambs and sheep of God’s flock – that He 
would send parents to teach their children – and that our 
Churches, schools and Seminaries would remain faithful 
in what they teach – and in how they reach out to the lost. 

This is unglamorous, sweaty, grubby, work that God 
sends His workers to do – the kind of work that dirties 
fingernails. Yet it goes on in the day-to-day grind of life – 
around the dinner table, in casual conversation, beside the 
sick bed, and on the road. It goes on in the Christian con-
gregation where Christ’s Word is preached, where His 
body and blood are eaten and drunk, and where God’s 
people are Baptized and catechized. Such work appears 
ordinary and everyday – even boring at times. It’s too or-
dinary for those who look for the splashy, the spectacular 
and the “spiritual.” But this is Jesus’ compassion at work 
in the nooks and crannies of life – hidden under the ordi-
nary. That’s where His harvest field is. 

So great and deep is Jesus’ compassion, that He sends 
pastors to you to preach with His authority and to act in 
His name. The original Disciples were a strange lot. Four 
were fishermen by trade. One was a tax collector – con-
sidered by many to be a traitor to his people. Another was 
a member of a radical separatist political group. Five oth-
ers we know precious little about. And ironically, the best 
known Disciple was Judas – who betrayed Jesus. They 
were all rough, un-manicured men who at times were 
headstrong, hot-tempered, uneven and unreliable. There 
were moments of doubt and periods of bickering amongst 
one another. They even abandoned Jesus at His trial. In 
other words, they were just like us. 

Which of these twelve would you want on a short list 
for pastoral candidates? Which pair would you want 
knocking at your door and taking up temporary residence 
in your home? It all depends on whether you’re looking or 
listening – for each of them was sent by Christ Himself – 
and each spoke the Word of Christ by His authority. 
That’s what really matters, isn’t it, because Jesus was the 
One working in and through them, teaching people to trust 
His Word, and not the persons or personalities of those 
delivering it. Jesus, you see, wants to be heard, not seen. 
And so He sent these Twelve with a commission. They 
were under orders. They didn’t go off willy-nilly wherever 
they felt like. They went where they were sent – this time 

not to the Gentiles or the Samaritans, but to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. And after His death and resurrection 
Jesus would send them to all the nations Baptizing and 
teaching. This, it appears, was only a preliminary sending, 
a kind of vicarage or internship. 

The Lord of harvest is the One who ultimately knows 
best where to send His disciples. He puts them in your 
homes, at your place of work, and in your neighborhood. 
He sits them down next to others and says to them: 
“Here’s the portion of My harvest field where you are to 
do your work.” And the Twelve did what they were given 
to do. They preached the Good News of the kingdom. 
They healed the sick, raised the dead, and cast out de-
mons. But it was Jesus who was working through them, 
because that’s how Jesus has chosen to deal with us. He’s 
too compassionate and gracious to deal with us directly. 
Knowing that the face-to-face presence of His glory would 
devastate and destroy us, He hides Himself behind those 
He sends in His name. He sends pastors to shepherd His 
Church – and He sends His Church out into the world as 
His royal priesthood. You and I – each of us together – 
though we may have a different office and vocation – are 
all on the receiving end of Christ’s sending. Out of His 
compassion, our Savior sends pastors to surround you 
with His Word. And then He sends you out with that very 
same Word to surround those you daily come into contact 
with. 

In Baptism Jesus joins you to His cross, His death, and 
His resurrection – and according to His promise, fills you 
with the Holy Spirit. You hear the preaching of the Good 
News that in His crucified, risen flesh the kingdom of God 
has come to you. You receive healing for the death that 
underlies all your disease. And in the Holy Supper you 
receive the very same body and blood that died on the 
cross and rose victorious from the grave. In all this, God is 
sending you in His name out into this dying world to pro-
claim the saving death of Jesus with your lips and lives 
until He comes – to teach your children and your neighbor 
the truth of their sin and their Savior – to bring them to the 
healing waters of Baptism, to His Word, and to the Supper 
of Jesus’ body and blood which delivers sinners from the 
disease of death. The very same compassion our Lord Je-
sus worked for and in you, will work through you to pro-
claim the Good News of His kingdom to others, teach the 
truth of His salvation, and bring His healing to the nations 
– for He is faithful and compassionate, and He will ac-
complish it through the power of His name. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds, by faith in 
Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


