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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. One of the greatest disappointments in 

life has to be the sad realization that the things you cher-

ish most are not going to last forever. You know what I 

mean, like when that favorite toy which was never out of 

your sight suddenly disappeared, never to be seen again. 

That first best friend, who was never going to lose touch 

with you no matter what, is the one you haven’t heard 

from in years. That first “undying love” who brought a 

sweetness to life such as you’ve never known before, is 

nothing more than a faint memory. The truth is, all of us 

eventually have to come to grips with the fact that no mat-

ter how much we wish it weren’t so, in this world nothing 

lasts forever. 

Then we come upon the words of St. Paul recorded for 

us here in this morning’s Epistle. Under inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit – beginning in verse 1 and following through 

today’s reading – Paul sets before us one blessed note of 

assurance after another. First he says: “there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” – not 

some condemnation, or very little condemnation, but no 

condemnation. He also says that “Through Christ Jesus 

the Law of the Spirit of life has set us free from the Law 

of sin and death.” This means that even though we will 

each one day have to pass from this life to the next, if Je-

sus is Your Savior, the effects of your sinning with its 

sentence of death will only be transitory and temporary, 

for you have the sure unshakable promise from the Lord 

Christ Himself that in Him you will live with God forever. 

Paul also teaches that all who are “led by the Spirit of 

God are sons of God.” What a blessing to consider how – 

through the life and merit of Jesus – you and I have actu-

ally become children of God! Paul also writes how the 

“present sufferings” of this life “aren’t even worth com-

paring with the glory that will” one day “be revealed in 

us.” Life in the new heaven and the new earth, the new 

Jerusalem, will be such a splendid experience that noth-

ing in this life can even hold a candle to it. In this life – 

although we are weak, sinful, rebellious, and don’t know 

what to pray for – at the very same time “the {Holy} Spir-

it Himself is interceding for us with groans that words 

cannot express” so that “in all things God works for the 

good of those who love Him and have been called accord-

ing to His purpose.” 

Then finally Paul writes how “those God foreknew He 

also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His 

Son, that He” (that is, Christ) “might be the Firstborn 

among many brothers” – that “those He predestined, He 

also called; those He called, He also justified; and those 

He justified He also glorified.” And that brings us full 

circle, dear friends, to this morning’s Epistle lesson – to 

the all important question: “If God is for us, who can be 

against us?” In stark contrast to the day to day experiences 

and expectations of our own lives – where nothing lasts as 

long as we would like, and certainly not forever – we 

learn that in Christ Jesus no one and nothing has the pow-

er to redirect the flow of God’s love into our lives! This 

boundless love of God – established forever in Christ’s 

suffering and death for the sins of the world – has no lim-

its. The “forever yours” of God – unlike its human coun-

terpart – will never come to an end. 

This teaching, of course, is nothing new for us Chris-

tians, because we’ve been taught from infancy that the 

love of God in Christ is everlasting, and that nothing can 

ever separate us from it. A problem arises, however, when 

you run up against some specific situation that life throws 

your way. That’s when you find yourself reeling and 

shaken. And that’s why it’s so important for you to listen 

carefully to this text. Here Paul is not speaking in general-

ities, but is rather being quite precise. He concedes that 

trouble and tribulation can shake one’s confidence in 

God’s providence. When bad things happen, such as when 

a tornado touches down and wipes out an entire communi-

ty, you might be tempted to question where God was and 

what He was doing. Or closer to home, you might wonder 

where God is when trouble and tragedy befalls you. 

When hardship is your lot, or when prosperity and 

good times manage to elude your grasp, we’re all prone to 

wonder what we might have done to deserve such a fate. 

We’ve all gone through times of want or need with no 

visible way of meeting them. Financial crises and dire 

straights are no stranger to most of us – especially now, 

when fears of a faltering economy and shrinking job pro-

spects have everyone running for cover. And then, of 

course, there’s always the very real danger of living life 

here in this world with its rising crime rate, riots, domes-

tic terrorism, the Coronavirus pandemic, and the possibil-

ity that at any time you might fall victim to a crime of vio-

lence or passion – that perhaps you might even have to 

suffer the loss of your own life, or, heaven forbid, the life 

of a loved one. 
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None of these eventualities are pleasant to consider, 

yet in a very real sense they are part and parcel of both 

Paul’s world and ours. No one can say with any certainty 

what’s going to happen tomorrow. There’s not a one of 

you who can be assured that things are going to be just as 

good or bad next week as they are right now. That’s why 

the rest of Paul’s words here are so important. He contin-

ues: “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us.” As a beloved child of God 

you have the sure, certain promise and hope that God’s 

mercy will always be yours – and come what may, you 

will not only have the victory and triumph some time 

down the road, but that you have it right now. 

Through all the so-called terrible calamities we’ve just 

considered, you are still – according to God’s Word and 

judgment – more than conquerors. You are completely, 

totally victorious – a warrior who not deviate either to the 

right or the left of your appointed path – be it good or 

evil. No amount of scorn, pain, death, hell, or even the 

faint praise and admiration of men, can turn you aside 

from the path upon which God in Christ Jesus has placed 

you. No matter how forcefully Satan accuses you, not 

even your worst sins can defeat you, for you know that on 

Calvary’s cross our dear Lord Christ has already over-

come all of this in your place. Even though it’s impossible 

to see it here in this life, you are already participating in 

Christ’s triumph. That triumph is there whenever our Lord 

brings one of His children into His kingdom through the 

washing of water and the Word in Holy Baptism. It’s 

there when you partake of the true body and blood of our 

Savior and take Him into your own body through the Sac-

rament of the Holy Supper. It’s there when you confess 

your sins and hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to 

you through the mouth of your pastor. According to hu-

man reason and our miserly ways of measuring this tri-

umph, all this is weak and hidden, yet it’s nonetheless 

powerful and immovable in God’s eyes – and that’s the 

view you must take if you are to enjoy that victory here in 

this life. 

That’s really the secret, you see to living in the victory 

which God has bestowed on us in His Son. There are go-

ing to be times when you find yourself overwhelmed and 

fearful – and you know what I’m talking about, because 

we’ve all been there. You’ve had doubts and uncertainty 

concerning what might or might not happen at some time 

in the future. You’ve all had someone tell you in the midst 

of your worrying that you’ll just have to cross that river 

when you come to it. So, what “rivers” are you crossing in 

your life today? What sorts of “rivers” do you fear facing 

tomorrow? May I say that whatever the obstacle might 

happen to be, Paul’s confident words here in this text are 

intended to strengthen you an steel you against anything 

that might come your way: “neither death nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

created thing, can separate us from the love of God which 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

In the book of Joshua the Holy Spirit records how God 

Himself once led the people of Israel across the Jordan 

River to dry land on the other side. Many Israelites won-

dered how God was going to pull that off. But as they ap-

proached the River with the Ark of the Covenant in hand, 

the waters of the river stopped flowing so that they were 

able to pass over to the other side on dry ground. And so it 

ought to be with you, for God’s Word clearly teaches that 

not even death can daunt you or turn you aside from 

reaching God’s presence so long as you make your jour-

ney with His Word and promise on your lips and in your 

heart. Through that Word God has promised to be with 

you, that He will never leave nor forsake you, and that 

nothing in all creation can turn you away from the One 

who called you in Christ to be His own. 

Dear children of God, you know as well as I do that 

life here in this world – on this side of heaven – is often 

difficult, scary, frightening, and hard to face. When you 

get up in the morning and look at yourself in the mirror of 

God’s Law you have to agree with what it says – that you 

are a sinner who daily sins much. By reason of this condi-

tion you and I – indeed, all who are born of woman – have 

that fatal disease called death, and one day that disease 

will have its way with us all, so that our bodies will be 

placed into the ground to await the resurrection of all 

flesh. And this is where Paul’s words from his letter to the 

Church at Rome are to be a comfort for you. Though you 

surely deserve nothing other than God’s wrath, anger, and 

hot displeasure, Paul wants you to know that there is One 

who has taken your place before the judgment seat of God 

– One who has taken upon Himself what you have, sin, 

and in its place given you what He has, His own perfect 

righteousness and holiness – One who has promised that 

those who live in Him, even though they die, yet shall 

they live. This is God’s promise to you – a promise that 

cannot be broken – and on this promise you may stake 

your very life, knowing that on the Last Day, when Christ 

returns, you will hear Him say: “Welcome into my king-

dom, good and faithful servant.” Believe it, and live, for 

Jesus’ name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


