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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

three very short Parables concerning the kingdom of 

heaven have been placed before us for consideration 

this morning – the Parable of the hidden treasure, the 

precious pearl, and the net full of fish. In the first Jesus 

teaches us how the kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field which a man found, covered up – and 

then, in his joy, went and sold everything he had to buy 

it. The treasure is the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The man who buys it is like he who goes looking for 

land to purchase and stumbles upon a huge treasure, 

and through no work or worthiness on his part, becomes 

a millionaire several times over. 

This was more than just some shrewd business 

transaction, however. It was a gift of grace. The man 

bought the field for the sake of the treasure, knowing 

that its value far exceeded the price he would pay for 

the land. Perhaps you remember seeing an auction from 

the estate of some famous person – how outrageous 

sums are often bid for the privilege of owning what 

otherwise would be just a  rather ordinary object. The 

value, you see, isn’t in the object itself. Rather, the real 

treasure is hidden – and for the joy of owning it, there 

will be lots of folks willing to part with unreal sums of 

cash. Likewise, living under the reign of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection is a treasure worth renouncing earthly 

security, wealth, works, and righteousness – yes, even 

one’s life – because everything else pales in compari-

son. 

Think of Peter, Andrew, James, and John who left 

all they had just to follow Jesus. Look at Matthew the 

tax collector who heard Jesus’ call, closed his books, 

and left it all to be a disciple. Then there was the rich 

young ruler who came to Jesus thinking he had already 

done everything necessary to earn eternal life. So Jesus 

told him: “Go, sell what you have, give it to the poor, 

and then come follow Me.” Believing the price too 

steep, he left in unbelief without ever grasping the value 

of the treasure hidden under the ordinary appearance of 

the Carpenter from Galilee. And after hearing all this, 

like Lot’s wife, you may be tempted to look back over 

your shoulder at all you’ll have to leave behind, think-

ing: “Is it worth all this just to own the death of Jesus?” 

Those who persist in clinging to this life’s treasures – 

the fake jewels and phony diamonds of unbelief and 

idolatry – will likely find themselves robbed of their 

joy. 

But this parable of Jesus isn’t a call to renounce 

property and possessions, for God has never suggested 

earthly treasure can’t be enjoyed as a good gift of His 

creation. Rather this is a call to renounce your entire 

life. For indeed, sooner or later everything in this life – 

including life itself – will be lost to death. That’s why 

you have to understand that death and resurrection is 

the only way to possess the kingdom, because all of us 

one day are going to “buy the farm” – and in a very real 

sense, have already “bought it” in Baptism – having 

died in the death of Jesus so that your true life is now a 

hidden treasure, buried with God in Christ. The hidden 

treasure, then is Jesus, the One who gave His all so that 

you might be His own. Before you were even con-

ceived, Christ was buying the entire field of this world 

with the sacrifice of His own life on the cross so that 

you might be His treasured possession. His death is the 

treasure hidden under the water of Holy Baptism, the 

words of forgiveness in Absolution, and His very own 

body and blood put into your mouth in His Supper – 

treasure hidden from human eyes but revealed in the 

hearing of God’s Word. Everything Jesus has is yours. 

What could possibly compare with that? 

That brings us to Jesus’ second parable – the price-

less pearl. Once again, our Lord tells us what the king-

dom of heaven is like. It’s like a merchant looking for 

fine pearls, who, when he found one of great value, 

went and sold everything to buy it. The kingdom of 

heaven is the priceless pearl, which, in order to possess 

it, a man will sacrifice all he has. Now the marketplace 

of this world offers many pearls to the unwary buyer – 

some fake, others flawed. There are the fake pearls of 

false religion and pious works, which may shine like 

the real thing, but later prove to be nothing but worth-

less paste. Such are the flawed pearls of prosperity and 

power which seem worth owning. Still, there’s always 

more to want, something missing, and other things to 

seek after. Yet there is still only one flawless Pearl – 

perfect in every way – Jesus, the sinless Son of God, 

whose death and resurrection are worth sacrificing eve-

rything to own. 

St. Paul wrote: “If anyone else thinks he may have 

confidence in the flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth 

day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 



Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the Law, a Phari-

see; concerning zeal, persecuting the Church; concern-

ing the righteousness which is in the Law, blameless. 

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted 

loss for Christ. Indeed I count all things loss for the ex-

cellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count 

them as dung, that I may gain Christ and be found in 

Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from 

the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may 

know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 

death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection 

from the dead.” 

Having counted all the pearls in his pocket, tallied 

all his achievements and credentials, and totaled all his 

commandment-keeping and righteousness, St. Paul 

concluded they were worth nothing more than “dung” 

in comparison to the one Pearl of infinite value – the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus and the power of His resur-

rection. God’s priceless Pearl is the value of your life to 

God, who “gave His only begotten Son, so that whoso-

ever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal 

life.” Jesus gave it all for you on the cross. He literally 

cashed in all He had to redeem this world and buy you. 

You were bought with the priceless Pearl of God’s Son. 

Now your life is a precious, priceless pearl to God. The 

appraiser of this pearl is God Himself, and the recorded 

value of your life is the blood of His Son. Knowing 

your value to God, you also then know His commitment 

to you – that He will work all things together for your 

ultimate, eternal good, that is for your salvation. 

This kingdom of heaven – God’s reign in Christ over 

your sin – is a hidden treasure and a priceless pearl, but 

now Jesus gives us one more Parable to help you under-

stand this great mystery more completely. The kingdom 

of heaven, says Jesus, is like a net let down into the sea 

which caught all kinds of fish. When full, the fishermen 

pulled it to shore, then sat down and collected the good 

fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. When Jesus 

said to His disciples that they would be fishers of men, 

I’d like to suggest to you that it was net fishing He had 

in mind – not bait fishing, fly fishing, or sport fishing. 

Our Lord’s disciples weren’t to snag fish one at a time 

by dangling a tasty morsel in front of their noses and 

hoping they’d bite. And neither is it the role of the 

Church to try to lure people through the door by pre-

tending to give them what they want instead of what 

they need. There must be no bait-and-switch tactics 

when it comes to the work of our Lord’s Church. 

The reason net fishing is the way the Church is to do 

its work is because it’s totally indiscriminate. You can’t 

pick and choose the kind of fish you hope to catch. You 

simply drag the net through the water and it snags 

whatever it snags – good fish, bad fish, dead fish, beer 

bottles, old shoes, sea weed, and garbage. The sorting 

takes place only at the end of the catch – after the net 

has been hauled back onto shore and the fishermen sit 

down with their buckets to judge which fish are keepers 

and which aren’t. And that, according to Holy Scrip-

ture, is how the kingdom of heaven works. The king-

dom’s net is cast out into the world and everyone in it. 

It reaches as far as East is from West with the Good 

News that there’s no one for whom Jesus didn’t die. 

There’s no one who isn’t able to possess the treasure of 

the kingdom, for the perfect pearl of great price – Jesus’ 

death and resurrection – is to be proclaimed to all with-

out exception – the good, the bad, the believing, and 

yes, the unbelieving. 

In the end everyone dies, and on the Last Day eve-

ryone rises at the coming of our Lord Jesus. Then the 

net which gathered both good and the bad alike will be 

swept toward the shore, and the eternal sorting will take 

place. On that day the angels will do the sorting accord-

ing to our Lord’s command. Therefore as the Church 

we dare not undertake this task ourselves, because it’s 

only at the end when the wicked will be eternally sepa-

rated from the righteous. As the dragnet of death and 

resurrection pulls all to the beach to be sorted, that’s 

when the Hidden Treasure of Christ will be revealed in 

all its fullness – when the value of that priceless pearl of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection will be fully realized. 

The righteous are those whom God has clothed with 

the righteousness of Jesus – whose lives have been re-

deemed by His blood shed for sinners. Although the 

wicked also have been purchased by the blood of 

Christ, in this life they rejected that priceless Pearl and 

despised the hidden treasure in the field of God’s king-

dom. They wanted no part of Jesus’ dying for them, but 

on that day they’ll learn that God will now give them an 

eternity to weep and grind their teeth over their loss. 

Dear friends, there’s priceless treasure being handed out 

here this morning – in God’s Word, in Baptism, Abso-

lution, and in the body and blood of Christ given for us 

sinners to eat and drink to our soul’s salvation. These 

treasures are as old as God’s promise to save, but 

they’re as new as the present moment when Jesus says 

to you in your hearing, “I forgive you. Come, follow 

me.” The precious Pearl and the kingdom treasure are 

now yours. Believe it. Revel in it. Spread it around, and 

rejoice in it. For you have nothing to lose that you ha-

ven’t already lost in Christ Jesus. May it always be so 

for His name’s sake. Amen. 


