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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Today’s Gospel text is very 
familiar to most of us because it contains the account 
of the Good Samaritan. But this morning I’d like to 
focus more on something, or rather someone else – the 
teacher of the Law who approached Jesus with this 
question: “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” Jesus replied: “What is written in the 
Law? How do you read it?” The man answered: “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength 
and mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” “You have 
answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you 
will live.” But the man wanted to justify himself, the 
text says, so he asked Jesus: “And, who is my neigh-
bor?” 

This man had the same problem you and I have. By 
nature, we think we are actually good enough to please 
God. We think we’re pretty good people – perhaps bet-
ter than most. But God’s Law clearly sets before us the 
standard you have to achieve in order to earn heaven 
for yourself. You must love God with all your heart, 
soul, strength and mind. And you must also love your 
neighbor as your self. If you do this, says Jesus, you 
will live. That sounds pretty straightforward. Love the 
Lord with all that is in you, and love your neighbor as 
much as you love yourself. But do any of us do that? 
And, is it actually possible to do that? 

Just examine this man who wanted to justify and 
make himself look good to God. After hearing Jesus’ 
words and realizing how impossible it would be to love 
one’s neighbor this way, he sought to cut that “love 
your neighbor” business down to a manageable size. 
So he asked Jesus: “Who is my neighbor?” You see, if 
you are able to limit who your neighbor is, you won’t 
have to love as many people, and you’ll have a better 
chance of meeting that requirement – at least in your 
own mind. If you can limit the scope of who you 
neighbor is to those who are just like you, or those you 
like, then the whole matter becomes much easier. It 
would be like shooting an arrow into the air, when it 
lands painting a bullseye around it, and then saying: “I 
hit the target!” That’s what this man was doing. He 
wanted to get “love your neighbor” down to a target he 

could hit. That’s why he asked Jesus to tell him who 
his neighbor was. 

Jesus’ answer came in the form of a story. A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell in-
to the hands of robbers who stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him, and left him half dead. “Ah,” you 
say. “Those are bad people. I’m not like them.” And, 
that may well be true. You may not be like those rob-
bers who actively and outwardly break the Fifth and 
Seventh Commandments by hurting their neighbor’s 
body and stealing from him. Those robbers were most 
certainly not loving their neighbor as themselves. But 
the story continues. Next a priest came by, and then a 
Levite – both of whom, after seeing the man, passed by 
on the other side. 

Now these were good people, religious people, de-
cent, moral people – at least that was the common con-
sensus. These were people who went to church, were 
well respected in the community, and known to always 
do the right thing – people with whom God must sure-
ly be pleased. Most assuredly they knew what the re-
quirements of the Law were – and yet neither of them 
showed any love at all for the injured man. They didn’t 
do anything to help him because there was no one 
standing by watching. Jesus, however, makes it per-
fectly clear that even if you aren’t the one who beat up 
your neighbor and stole his goods, if you don’t help 
him when he needs help – when you could have done 
something about it – then you have not kept God’s 
Law. 

You see, there are always two sides to God’s com-
mandments. First there’s the prohibition against doing 
wrong, and then there’s the requirement to do what’s 
right. So you can break God’s Commandments either 
by actively doing the wrong thing – or by failing to do 
what’s right. Doing what’s wrong is what we call a sin 
of commission – that is, you “commit” a sin. Failing to 
do what’s right is a sin of omission – namely, that you 
“omit” doing what you ought. That’s why God’s Law 
not only says: “You shall not murder” and: “You shall 
not steal,” but also: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
That’s how Jesus presented it here. And that’s how the 
Catechism explains it. For example, when you read in 
the Fifth Commandment: “You shall not murder,” it’s 



 
 

followed by the question: “What does this mean?” 
“We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt 
or harm our neighbor in his body . . . but help and sup-
port him in every physical need.” 

Getting back to the text, the next person in this ac-
count is a Samaritan who came by and saw the injured 
man lying by the roadside. When he saw him, he took 
pity on him, bandaged his wounds and poured oil and 
wine on them. Next he put the man on his own donkey, 
took him to an inn and cared for him. The following 
day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I re-
turn, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.” This is love, dear friends. This is what love 
does when it sees a neighbor in distress. This is costly, 
risky love. The Samaritan was putting himself at risk 
by helping this man. He didn’t know what might hap-
pen to him. After all, the robbers could have been wait-
ing in the woods to attack him too. And not only that, 
it was also going to cost the Samaritan – his time, his 
money, and maybe even more than that, for he gave 
the innkeeper a blank check to make sure the man was 
taken care of when he left. The love shown by this 
Samaritan is what true compassion looks like. It’s a 
giving love that goes into action to help the neighbor in 
time of need. 

Now you have to remember that Samaritans were 
hated by the Jews, who wanted nothing to do with 
them. And so perhaps in answer to his question: “Who 
is my neighbor?” this teacher of the Law might well 
have expected the injured man in the story to be a Sa-
maritan – and then the point would have been that we 
are to give love and give aid even to those we don’t 
like very much – that in a true emergency, we should 
extend our concept of “neighbor” to include even Sa-
maritans. Such an act of kindness to one’s enemy 
would be noble. It would show how good we are. But 
the injured man wasn’t a Samaritan. The Samaritan 
was the man who extended his help! That must have 
been especially galling to this teacher of the Law who 
asked Jesus this question. For Jesus showed him how 
the priest and the Levite failed to keep God’s law, 
while this Samaritan went overboard to lend a helping 
hand. 

That was when Jesus asked this lawyer: “Which of 
these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of robbers?” The answer, of 
course, was obvious. But notice how Jesus shifted the 
question. In an attempt to set a limit on his love, the 
man had asked: “Who is my neighbor?” By asking this 

question he had hoped to make it easier in his own 
mind to satisfy the demands of the Law. But Jesus 
turned the question around to make this man see that 
it’s not a matter of who is worthy of our love, but ra-
ther a matter of seeing to it that we extend love to eve-
ryone we meet. When the question is posed that way 
it’s impossible to escape the close scrutiny of the Law 
– and whoever ponders this question seriously will 
have to admit they deserve nothing from God except 
His wrath and hot condemnation. 

So where does that leave you? Never fear! Jesus is 
still your Good Samaritan. Although you were lying 
there dead by the side of the road – dead in your tres-
passes and sins – Christ came along to take care of 
you. Jesus came into our world – a world of sin, vio-
lence, hurt, apathy and neglect. He didn’t pass by on 
the other side. Rather He came in human flesh to help 
us beaten, hopeless sinners. Jesus is the Good Samari-
tan, who came to bring you back to life with the breath 
of the Holy Spirit, working through the Word and Holy 
Baptism, where He brings even infant sinners to faith 
and bestows eternal life on them as a free gift, apart 
from works of the Law. 

Jesus is the Good Samaritan who takes pity on you, 
has compassion on you, and is moved with mercy over 
your miserable state. And what Jesus sees moves Him 
to action. He risks His own life – no, He gives his own 
life – to help you. And this time it wasn’t that the 
priests and the Levites neglected to do good by looking 
the other way while Jesus was suffering and dying for 
us. No, this time it was the religious leaders of Israel 
who actively took part in the mugging and the beating. 
Jesus, you see, as the good Samaritan, loves with a 
costly, giving love. Whatever it takes, whatever the 
expense, Jesus has already paid it in full – and then 
some. He paid the full price to cover all your misdeeds 
and failures. He redeemed each of us – lost and con-
demned creatures that we are – “not with gold or sil-
ver, but with His holy precious blood, and with His 
innocent suffering and death.” While we were lying 
dead in the road, there was One who came to us where 
we were, took pity on us, and had mercy on us – Jesus, 
our Good Samaritan, rescued us when we couldn’t help 
ourselves. And He will continue coming to us until that 
day when He either takes us to Himself through death, 
or comes in the clouds to bring an end to all things. 
Trusting in Him you have life in His name. May it al-
ways be so, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


