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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Last week’s Gospel reading, the 

Parable of the Sower, spoke about the “Seed” of the 

Gospel and how it grows in different ways depending 

on the type of soil into which it’s sown. Today’s text 

takes a more detailed look specifically at the plants 

which spring up and become, as Jesus calls them, sons 

of the kingdom – or more accurately, Christians. The 

interesting thing about this Parable is how the Sower 

raises these plants. He raises them through Word and 

Sacrament. He converts what had once been weeds into 

healthy stalks of wheat – taking those who were 

naturally born as “sons of the evil one,” and rebirthing 

them into His divine image as “sons of the Kingdom.” 

Now of course, we know that the devil doesn’t raise 

up weeds from scratch either, for if you go back to the 

beginning, there weren’t any weeds. When God created 

our first parents, they were perfect in every way – and 

indeed, God declared that His entire creation was “very 

good.” The problem is that Satan corrupted the good 

seed of our first parents by tempting them to sin. And 

ever since, their children – and their children’s children 

– have entered life as weeds, or more precisely, as 

children of the devil. But the Good News is that the 

same Word which in the beginning created the good 

seed, is now also able to refashion those weeds back 

into wheat through God’s patience and longsuffering – 

for He refuses to relinquish His field to Satan. 

That’s the heart of this Parable. For the present this 

world has become, as it were, a giant melting pot of 

good and evil – more like a battlefield than a field of 

grain. In the middle, the enemy has sown weeds of sin, 

rebellion, and evil – yes, even in the midst of Christ’s 

own Church! Haven’t you ever wondered how it is that 

even in a good Lutheran congregation there are times 

when strife, gossip, and generally unchristian behavior 

seems to predominate? But, where else do you think 

Satan is going to work hardest to hinder the work of the 

Gospel? He already owns the world, so why focus his 

efforts there? His energies are much more effective 

when directed toward those on the inside of Christ’s 

Church – you and me! 

And when does the devil do this? He does it when 

everyone is sleeping.” Spiritual laziness is the thing that 

enables the devil to get his foot in the door of our 

hearts, our congregation,  and our Church body. With 

regard to our physical bodies, of course, we need sleep 

and rest from our labors. But with respect to our soul 

and spirit, God exhorts us to be sober and watchful lest 

our adversary, the devil – who prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour – catches us 

off-guard. Hence God reminds us that we are to remain 

alert toward Satan’s wiles by surrounding ourselves and 

filling our days with His Word – which is why it’s so 

important for you to be in Church where you can hear 

the preaching of the Gospel and receive the Sacrament 

of Christ’s body and blood. Yet, even when you all do 

these things the devil still never allows himself to rest, 

but is constantly sowing the weeds of sin and discord in 

your life. 

Now the weeds mentioned by St. Paul in this Parable 

was a particularly virulent strain known as “darnel.” 

Darnel looks very much like wheat in the early stages 

of its growth, but the only way it can be distinguished 

from wheat is when it reaches maturity. That’s why we 

should never think it’s our task to distinguish the weeds 

from the wheat in a Christian congregation. That’s a 

determination for God alone to make based solely on 

the work of Christ. Indeed, if you and I were to judge 

on outward appearances, we would have to conclude 

that to a person every last one of us are lost, for 

according to every outward indication, that’s how it 

appears. 

So how do you know if you’re a weed or a stalk of 

wheat? You can readily answer that question by 

following the lead of the Small Catechism, which says: 

“Consider your station in life according to the Ten 

Commandments. . . .”  Have you placed your trust and 

confidence in God alone, or have you tried to find your 

security in money and material possessions? Have you 

called upon God in prayer to help you in your distress, 

or have you cursed, sworn, lied, misused His name or 

spoken of Him disrespectfully? Have you sought out 

the preaching of His Word and heard it gladly, or have 

you despised God’s Word and Sacraments, only going 

to Church when it was convenient, or grudgingly out of 

a sense of obligation? 

Have you been content with all God has given you – 

however great or small? Have you used these things to 

His glory and for the benefit of your neighbor, or have 

you lusted after people and things not yours – and 

greedily hoarded what is yours? There’s really no need 

to continue. In our hearts, we all know what our own 

answer is – regardless of whether you want to admit it 



or not. For you see, the weeds among the wheat 

includes not only unbelieving hypocrites, but also our 

own sins and temptations – in spite of our new life in 

Christ. Each of us,  in a manner of speaking, is a 

walking combination of weeds among the wheat. To be 

sure, I must also confess that I am all too frequently an 

easy target for Satan and his weed-planting campaign. 

As a husband and father, I fall prey to the same 

temptations all of you experience as spouses and 

parents. But in addition, I also face temptations unique 

to my office as Pastor – and Satan rarely misses a 

chance to sow his weeds into my heart. 

For example, it’s easy for me to be impatient, 

frustrated, and angry with those who don’t understand – 

or who don’t care to listen – to my preaching and 

teaching. And to cite the very situation from this 

morning’s Parable, I’m often tempted to start 

identifying weeds left and right to pull out before the 

harvest. You may have even thought the same thoughts 

yourself: “So-n-so is rarely in Church. So-n-so never 

comes to Bible class. So-n-so questions everything I do 

. . . .” And even as these words well up in my mind, I 

can feel the weeds of the devil wrapping themselves 

around my heart, urging me to root out such people and 

be rid of them. 

But as a worker in the Harvest, I’ve been called and 

sent by the Sower and Lord of the Harvest to sow His 

Seed and care for His wheat – and except for rare 

circumstances, I have to wait for the Lord Himself to 

weed His garden – in His time, and according to His 

holy Will. Our Lord has reserved the final judgment for 

Himself. And though for now He is patient and 

forgiving, you can be quite sure He won’t tolerate the 

weeds forever – neither the weeds around us, nor the 

weeds within us! But the Day is surely coming, says the 

Lord, when He will cut down the weeds and burn them 

forever in the fires of hell. His judgment will be 

terrible, swift, and final. And on that Day there will be 

no acceptable excuses or second chances given. 

Of course, you already knew all that – but the scary 

thing is that the Scriptures have made it abundantly 

clear that apart from Christ, we are all weeds. There 

isn’t a one of us who is righteous, no, not even one. All 

our righteous deeds are as filthy rags, and all our so-

called wheat is really nothing more than weeds. In 

short, apart from Christ you and I are bound for the 

fires of hell. So how can we be so amazingly 

nonchalant about our own sin – as if it really didn’t 

matter – as if it wasn’t a scandal and disgrace to Christ 

and His Church – and as if it wasn’t a serious offense 

against the righteousness and holiness of our Almighty 

God? 

How easily we forget that God’s forgiveness is ours 

by grace alone. How often we take all this for granted 

and live our lives as though we actually deserved to be 

God’s children – as we wipe our feet on His grace as if 

it were a doormat, and then walk right back out into the 

muck and the mire of our sinful lives – again, and 

again, and again. Thanks be to God that His grace 

doesn’t depend on our appreciation of it. Thanks be to 

God for his infinite patience and longsuffering – and 

also, that for the sake of Christ, His mercy and 

forgiveness are continually being given to us over and 

over and over again! 

The purpose to all this preaching of the Law – and 

our Lord does lay it on pretty thick in this Parable – is 

not finally to discourage or depress you, but rather to 

send you running back to Him and the encouragement 

of His Gospel. In recognition of the fact that in the end 

we are all nothing but weeds, your are to cling ever 

more firmly to the good Seed of Christ’s Gospel, so that 

He might once again restore you to be the wheat God 

desires us all to be. Also, you are to recognize that in 

this life – rather than destroying the weeds – our Lord 

will continue through Word and Sacrament – to feed the 

entire crop with the spiritual “plant food” of Law and 

Gospel. Remember, the wheat now growing in His field 

was at one time nothing but weeds. His Word is what 

makes the difference. And His Word will continue until 

the day of His Final Judgment. 

Looking at it still another way, God will continue to 

plant His good Seed in you for as long as you live here 

in this world so that the weeds might be crowded out of 

your heart – so that in the end the weeds will be 

removed forever and the wheat gathered into His 

Kingdom. Fire and judgment then are not to be the end 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. There will be a 

harvest of wheat in spite of the devil and his weeds. For 

though by nature there is no one who is righteous, 

nevertheless, Christ says that His “righteous” ones will 

shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their Father – that 

is to say, like the Son of God in the Kingdom of His 

Father. Christ’s Father, you see, is also your Father. 

You are privileged to be in His kingdom because you 

have been united with Him in Baptism into His Cross 

and Resurrection. And by that Baptism, you have been 

dressed in His Righteousness. Thus, you will shine like 

the sun, because you have been bathed in the purity of 

Jesus Christ – that One who alone is the Light of the 

World and the Morning Star of Heaven. May it always 

be so in your life for His name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


