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Cleaning Out The Garden 
Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
July 19, 2020 – Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever wondered why God 

allows so much evil to exist in this world redeemed by the 

death of His Son – why He permits bombings, terrorism, 

riots and killings – why He allows His Church be perse-

cuted and suffer – why we sinners are left here in this 

world after God has made us newborn saints in Christ – 

and why our old Adam, sin and death are still firmly in 

place? Of course you’ve wondered these things. Who 

hasn’t? Well, I’d like to suggest that the Parable from this 

morning’s Gospel provides us with some answers, for 

Christ here teaches that no matter how much you would 

like to rid this world and your own life of sin and every 

evil, removing these things might possibly destroy your 

faith along with it. God’s grace and mercy, you see, are so 

great that nothing can be allowed to stand in the way of 

ensuring that every last grain of wheat will be gathered 

into God’s barn on the Last Day – so that that which has 

been sown will not be destroyed. 

The story goes like this: A farmer sowed good seed in 

his field, and while he was sleeping the enemy slipped 

and sowed poisonous weeds that looked almost exactly 

like the wheat – so much so that when it came time for the 

harvest his servants asked Him: “Didn’t you plant good 

seed? Where did all these weeds come from?” Their solu-

tion for this problem was that they be allowed to go out 

into the field and pull up the weeds. But the Master had 

had an entirely different approach. “Let everything grow 

together,” He said, “until the harvest. After that you can 

throw the weeds into the fire and the wheat into the barn.” 

Jesus then went on to explain this Parable. The farmer is 

the Son of Man, and the enemy is the devil. The wheat are 

those who hear God’s Word and cling to it, while the 

weeds are the sons of the evil one. The harvest is the end 

of the age. The reapers are the angels. And Judgment will 

come only at the end when what was sown by the devil 

will be thrown into the fiery furnaces of hell, while what 

was sown by Christ will enter with Him into His kingdom. 

This Parable has two sides. The first concerns God’s 

future and final judgment – how the seed He sows will 

bear fruit unto eternal life, while the seed sown by the 

devil will be destroyed in the fire of God’s wrath. When 

all is said and done, the weeds will have no lasting effect 

on the harvest of the wheat, nor do any permanent damage 

to the Lord’s work, because Christ will prevail as Lord of 

the harvest, the Savior of the world, and the Redeemer of 

all – and nothing can deny the Lord His due. The second 

side of this Parable concerns the here and now, where 

good, evil, Christ, the devil, faith and unbelief are all 

mixed up together. Jesus sows the Good Seed of His faith-

creating Word, while the devil sows doubt, despair, and 

unbelief. Where Christ is, so also is the devil. Where 

Christ is closest to us – in His Word and Sacrament – 

there the devil mounts his greatest assault. “Is that Word 

true?” “Is that bread and wine really Christ’s body and 

blood? Are you worthy to eat and drink of it? Are you 

forgiven, or was that forgiveness for someone else?” 

Wherever the Word of God is preached, you can be cer-

tain the Evil One will be there also, whispering his sweet-

ly seductive lies. Whenever Christ seeks to do good 

through you, evil is always present. 

But the devil doesn’t just sow his seeds here and there. 

That you could deal with. No, the weeds of the devil are 

thick – scattered, as it were, everywhere across the entire 

field. That’s why the workers questioned the Owner, ask-

ing if He had planted any good seed at all – wondering if 

perhaps He had been taken in by some fast-talking bad-

seed peddler, or didn’t know what He was doing. When 

you focus only on the weeds, you lose sight of the wheat, 

and doubt the Sower of the seed. If your attention is fixed 

on sin and evil, you may even begin to doubt God, or 

think there’s something wrong with Him. So, this Parable 

provides a corrective – for here Jesus shows us that it 

wasn’t God, but the enemy who did this. How else could 

it be that sin, disease, and death came into this cosmic 

order God called “very good?” God and His Word are not 

to blame, but the enemy. 

So what are you to do with the weeds? If you’re like 

the servants in this Parable you’ll think you have to do 

something right away. You know there’s a disaster brew-

ing, so you’ll want to yank the weeds out now to cut 

God’s losses. You’ll want to fire up your weed whacker, 

or at least have it at the ready. But listen to the Farmer. 

“Do nothing!” He says. “Leave the weeds and the wheat 

to grow together until the harvest. Give them get the same 

treatment – the same water, sunshine, compost and culti-

vation. There must be no playing of favorites, for “God 

causes His rain to fall on the good and the wicked alike.” 

And whether that seems fair or not, it’s God’s plan that 

not a single weed be pulled prematurely. Indeed, you are 

to put all thoughts of weed whacking out of your mind. 

That will be the angels’ responsibility at the harvest under 

the Lord’s direction. For the present, both weeds and 

wheat must continue living together in the same field, for 

the Gospel isn’t about the eradication of evil, but the cul-

tivation of faith and eternal life. Weeds are no more than a 

temporary nuisance and a distraction. God’s focus is on 

the wheat, and He doesn’t want to lose a single stalk to 
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some over zealous weed-whacking on the part of His dis-

ciples. 

The zeal of the Farmer for His wheat is God’s zeal in 

Christ to save you. That’s why He doesn’t weed out all 

the evil in this world right now – to ensure that you come 

to fruitful faith in Jesus and be raised from the dead, 

clinging to Him alone for your salvation. Evil is so much 

a part of this world – and sin so deeply entangled in your 

life – that were God to eliminate sin and evil completely, 

it might also mean your destruction. You’d be cut down 

by your own weed-whacking, for the line separating the 

kingdom of God and the devil doesn’t simply run through 

the world, it also runs through each of you – who, at one 

and the same time, are both sinners and saints. You simp-

ly cannot pull up the sinners without uprooting some of 

the saints – meaning you and me. 

What if this morning I were to try and weed out our 

congregation? I’d do it like this: First I’d ask everyone 

who’s ever blasphemed God’s name to stand up and leave 

– also all of you who’ve ever cursed another person in 

God’s name – or who’ve failed to pray, praise, and give 

thanks. Then I’d want all of you who’ve ever despised 

preaching and God’s Word to join them. Those who’ve 

murdered others by thought, word, and deed could follow. 

Then the sexually immoral, the thieves, the gossips, and 

anyone who’s ever coveted their neighbor’s house, prop-

erty, position, or possessions. Who’s going to be left? 

There might be one or two of you – but may I suggest that 

you’d be in denial – saying you have no sin and deceiving 

no one but yourself? 

That’s Jesus’ point! There is to be no sorting out of 

sinners and saints before the end of the age – for to do so 

would only damage the harvest. That’s why the Lord of 

the harvest is content to wait until the time is right. He 

knows the good seed will grow and flourish even among 

the weeds. The Church hasn’t been given the task of elim-

inating sin from the world, but of applying Jesus’ death 

and resurrection to the lives of sinners. The time before 

the end is a time for cultivating wheat, not yanking out 

weeds – a time for forgiving sin in the name of Jesus, not 

condemning sinners. We’re to leave the judgment to Je-

sus, for the goal of the Church isn’t to make bad people 

good – or even clean up society – but to save sinners 

through the preaching of repentance and the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Now that doesn’t mean you ought not seek true and 

proper social justice, not work for just laws and good 

government, or attempt to control your own sinful behav-

ior. Certainly, these are the very things God has called 

you to do as part of your priestly service to self and 

neighbor. But you must also not harbor any illusions that 

in the process you’re going end up with a “weed-free” 

Christian society. The weeds and wheat are far too entan-

gled in this life, and only Christ can separate them with 

the kind of razor sharp judgment which He alone will ex-

ecute on the Last Day. Unfortunately however, like the 

servants in this Parable, you and I tend to be impatient 

about such matters. We’d much prefer a quick and easy 

solution. We want our world to be free from the terror of 

evil – our hearts to be free from lust, wicked desires and 

deceit – our tongues free from gossip, blasphemy and 

prejudice – and our hands free from wickedness. We’d 

much rather be free from the disease and death that dog 

us. We want our promised new creation now – and we 

don’t want to wait for it. 

Dear Christian, when you were Baptized into Christ, 

God made you into a new creation, planting the good seed 

of faith into your heart and life. But where Christ’s seed 

has been planted, you can also count on the enemy being 

close by to sow his weeds. That’s why Jesus calmly says: 

“Let it be for now.” There is no way for you to uproot 

every speck of sin in the world, for He has already put all 

of it to death in His death. He has already exchanged the 

sin of the world for His righteousness on the cross. He has 

already forgiven every sin that’s ever been committed, 

and cleansed you from your own wretchedness with His 

very own blood – and all this was accomplished so that 

not a single grain of wheat might be lost. God isn’t slow 

concerning His promises, as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you – not wishing that any should perish, 

but that all should reach repentance and faith. 

In the end, you see, it’s the Lord’s harvest. No matter 

what the devil might sow, on the Day of the resurrection 

of all flesh the entire field will be uprooted – wheat and 

weeds, faith and unbelief, good and evil alike. And at this 

harvest the wheat will be gathered into the barns and the 

weeds burned in the eternal fires of hell. The One who 

directs this harvest is the same One who died on a cross 

for you, who Baptized you, absolves you, and gives you to 

eat and to drink of His very own body and blood for the 

forgiveness of your sins. You, dear children of God, you 

are the precious, holy harvest of our Savior – so precious, 

in fact, that He’s willing to put up with all those damnable 

weeds on your account. “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


