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He Who Has Ears 
Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23 

Trinity Lutheran - Kearney, Missouri 
July 12, 2020 – Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Ears are where God sows the 
Seed of His word in the soil of men’s hearts, where 
there are four possible outcomes. The Word finds a 
hardened heart where it can’t be planted – a shallow 
heart where its roots can’t grow – a conflicted heart, 
where the competition is fierce – or a fruitful heart 
where its roots run deep and it yields much fruit. In this 
way the Word of Christ is preached and heard in many 
places, yet the Sower doesn’t seem to care much where 
this Seed lands. Indeed, He scatters so that it falls where 
it may – on a crowd gathered at a seashore, on the de-
vout, the religious, the seeker, the sinner, and the skep-
tic alike. There’s enough of Jesus for everyone – 
enough of His bloody forgiveness, and the Bread of 
Life come down from heaven to feed the world. There’s 
no need for God to be careful about who hears this 
Word. He simply desires that this Word be preached, 
confessed, heard, and believed. 

But sadly, the Church of our day often seems more 
concerned with soil science than with the sowing of 
seeds. We’re big on demographic, sociological, cross-
cultural, and psychological studies to tell us the needs 
and wants of people – and where the Seed of God’s 
Word will most likely take hold. But while this might 
be a good practice when gardening, it’s bad for the 
Gospel. Contrast the way we do things today with the 
picture of the Sower in this morning’s Parable. Appar-
ently without much of a plan, the Sower sows the Seed 
of His Word with reckless abandon so that wherever it 
falls the Good News of the Gospel might be heard – 
that in Christ the wrath of God over sin has been si-
lenced, the fear of God has been taken away, and the 
punishment we sinners rightly deserve because of our 
efforts to overthrow God’s rule and reign in our life and 
world has been laid on God’s Son and nailed to the tree 
of the cross. 

God established His reign through the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, so that now there is peace 
with God and forgiveness in the Son whom He loves – 
the One sent to be our Savior, the promised Seed born 
of Mary, who died, was buried and sprouted back to life 
again on the Third Day. That, dear friends is God’s 
powerful, fertile, faith-producing Seed – that when 
planted in broken, contrite hearts sprouts into fruitful 
faith. St. Paul calls this the power of God to salvation, 
which doesn’t return to Him empty, but like the rain 
and snow, achieves the purpose for which it was sent by 

God – even as our Lord Christ didn’t return to the Fa-
ther empty-handed, but accomplished the salvation of 
the world for which He was sent. 

Yet as the Sower sows this Seed, some falls on hard, 
foot-worn pavement – places where the soil is so com-
pressed it’s almost impenetrable. The Word of Christ 
makes it through the ear, but it isn’t comprehended, re-
ceived, or inwardly digested. It hits hardened, cal-
loused, impenitent hearts which think they have no need 
for either this Word or the Jesus of whom it speaks. It’s 
the kind of hearing which says, “Been there, done that,” 
then yawns, rolls over, and goes back to sleep on Sun-
day morning. The words are heard, but they have no 
impact. They’re understood, but ping off stubborn 
hearts like seeds bouncing off of concrete. 

You and I, we need to recognize this hardening of 
our own hearts to the Word of Christ – this sclerosis to 
the Gospel which is at work in all of us. It’s the effect 
of our stubbornness, our attempts to justify ourselves 
and deny our sinfulness. It’s the logical result of a stub-
born will straining against God’s desire to save us. We 
hear the Word, but it has little or no impact. Soon we’re 
making one excuse after another for not hearing it – 
until finally we despise and reject it. That’s why we’re 
sometimes bored in Church, tire of studying the Scrip-
tures, and have a hard time focusing on the readings and 
the sermon. That’s why precious few of us avail our-
selves of Confession and Absolution, and why far too 
few have any deep hunger to regularly partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. These are all signs that hearts are grow-
ing hard. Do you think the angels mind singing the 
same Liturgy night and day before the throne of God? 
Of course not! So why do so many in our day feel the 
need to have options and alternatives – while at the 
same time letting the Word go in one ear and out the 
other while ricocheting off of hardened hearts? 

Seed that falls on the hardened path, Jesus tells us, is 
straight away gobbled up by the birds, for God forces 
no one to hear the Good News. If you prefer the lies of 
Satan to the Truth of Christ, then God will send you a 
lie. If you prefer the false prophets of peace and pros-
perity over a true preacher of God’s Word, then He’ll 
send you false prophets as a judgment. Luther once re-
marked that the Gospel is like a rain shower that’s here 
today and tomorrow appears somewhere else. Consider 
how in the Middle East today – the cradle of Christiani-
ty – the Word of the Gospel is barely heard anywhere, 
except for a few persecuted little pockets. Consider 
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Germany, the birthplace of the Lutheran Reformation, 
where precious little of Christ is preached in those great 
cathedrals any longer – and how few there are who 
come to hear it when it is. 

Think of our own land – this so-called “Christian na-
tion.” For all our “Christian” media and “mega-
churches” – and in spite of all the revivals and rallies – 
there’s actually less of the pure Good News of Jesus 
Christ heard among us today than at any other time in 
our history. That’s not to say, of course, that there’s a 
shortage of God-talk, Bible talk, morality talk, values 
talk, and “dedicate your life to Jesus” talk. But there’s 
precious little real Gospel talk being offered, delivered, 
and applied – talk of the free, unconditional forgiveness 
of sins through the death of Jesus Christ. We have Bi-
bles aplenty to read, and countless “places of worship” 
to attend – with services scheduled to meet everyone’s 
timetable. And yet countless thousands die every day 
without a knowledge of Christ as Lord and Savior. 

As the Sower continues sowing His seed, some falls 
on a thin layer of dirt covering rock. This is the shallow 
soil of emotionalism – superficial religion based on 
needs and feelings rather than facts and faith. It’s 
“Christianity Lite,” with all the bubbles but only half 
the substance. The Word is heard with lots of joy, joy, 
joy down in the heart, but very little in the way of re-
pentance and faith. It’s the religion of the easy chair 
instead of the cross, the wide road rather than the nar-
row. Everything happens “immediately” in shallow soil 
as the seed sprouts and grows. But without depth of root 
or soil, tender shoots are vulnerable and cannot survive 
the heat. Hence the Word is heard and received with 
great enthusiasm, but the joy, joy, joy turns out to be a 
temporary zeal that quickly dries up at the arrival of the 
cross. 

How many of you would be here this morning if be-
ing here were illegal – subject to fine, imprisonment, or 
persecution – as some in our nation’s leadership have 
recently proposed because of the Coronavirus? Would 
you continue to come, hear the Word of Christ and re-
ceive His Sacrament if it was likely to spell martyrdom 
or death? I trust and pray all of you would be here, be-
cause here is where God is sowing His words of eternal 
life and distributing the gifts of Jesus earned for us all 
on the cross. That’s why the Scriptures summarize the 
Christian life as one of “patient endurance,” for the life 
of faith is a race run through hardship, difficulty and 
loss. It isn’t like a hundred yard dash, but a marathon 
requiring stamina and endurance. It’s life lived for the 
long haul. It’s goal is the resurrection of our bodies unto 
eternal life. 

As the Sower continues sowing his seed, Jesus re-
minds us, some lands among thorns that choke it out. I 

earlier called this a “conflicted hearing,” where Christ is 
preached and heard, but as only one voice among many 
– with all the other voices threatening to choke out that 
faith springing from Christ’s Word. One of those voices 
competing for a hearing, especially in our own time, is 
our concern for the cares of the world. What will we 
eat, drink, or wear?  What’s going to happen to our na-
tion’s economy? We’re anxious and worried about all 
the things we need because we no longer trust that God 
knows our needs even before we ask. Growing along-
side anxiety is greed and the endless pursuit of power 
and riches – a desire for more, better, faster, bigger and 
brighter. Paul tells us that many have wandered from 
the faith and pierced their hearts through with such 
greed – for greed turns the good gifts of God into other, 
greedy gods that threaten to consume your time, energy, 
resources and attention to the point where you are no 
longer able to hear God’s Word, pray, praise, or come 
to Church. 

You, dear Christian, you are that field into which the 
heavenly Sower sows His Seed. You are the soil He 
deigns to turn into good soil. And if you know anything 
about gardening you know that no soil is self-tilling – 
otherwise gardening would be a breeze and the roto-
tiller people would quickly be out of business. No heart 
is self-softening, or there’d be no need for the Law. 
God is the One who does the tilling and turning. He 
does it through difficulties, disappointments, disasters 
and diseases – the trials and tribulations of life. He does 
it with His Law – that Word which clears away all 
boasting and bragging, plows under your pride, and 
breaks up your hardened heart. With the tilling blade of 
the Law God cuts through to the depths of your dead-
ness as He weeds out every distraction, every idol, and 
every denial of Christ. He teaches you to trust Him and 
receive everything as a gift from His hand. 

So when it feels as if God is plowing you under, this 
Parable ought to remind you of what He is up to in your 
life. He’s making good soil out of you. In your Baptism, 
in the hearing of His forgiveness for your sin, and in the 
Holy Supper, He’s sowing Christ into your heart – and 
wants you to expect a harvest from the seed He’s sown. 
Like Paul, you should “consider that your present suf-
ferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in you,” for the Word God sows will not 
return to Him empty. He will raise you up from the 
death of your sin like seed sprouting in good soil. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


