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Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. If you 

were to ask the “average” Christian when our Lord 

first established His Church, I suspect the answer 

you’d receive most often would be that this took 

place either at His Ascension – when He commanded 

the Twelve to go into all nations making disciples by 

Baptizing and teaching – or on Pentecost, when the 

Holy Spirit empowered them to carry out the work of 

multiplying His mission into Jerusalem, Samaria, and 

the uttermost parts of the world. But, if you examine 

this morning’s Gospel, what you’ll find is that our 

Lord was already preparing these men to multiply the 

mission long before either of these events took place! 

But the Twelve weren’t the only ones to whom 

this task was assigned. What I mean is, that while our 

Lord Christ may not have assigned this task directly 

to you – while He may not have sent you out or spe-

cifically called you to do this work – in fact the Scrip-

tures are quite clear that all who belong to Christ are 

to be His witnesses no matter where they go, who 

they meet, or whatever the circumstance. You see, a 

Church can have more visitation teams than it knows 

what to do with, but the fact remains that if the peo-

ple of the Parish – which means you – are not speak-

ing to others about their faith – and if they aren’t 

bringing them to the services of God’s house – 

there’s no way the mission of the Church can multi-

ply. It’s certainly true – as the Catechism reminds us 

– that the Holy Spirit is the One who calls us by the 

Gospel and births us into the Church, but if the Word 

isn’t getting out, how is the Holy Spirit to do this? 

Just think about our own situation. In years past 

we’ve literally sent out hundreds of letters to new res-

idents – some of which resulted in personal contacts 

– and we still try to get in touch with or visit almost 

everyone who signs our guest register. And yet, for 

all the letters that were sent out, and all the personal 

calls and contacts that were made, the number of 

people who actually became members through such 

efforts is miniscule. Indeed, I suspect I could count 

them on one hand. Now I’m not complaining – and 

I’m certainly not suggesting we cease our corporate 

efforts to reach out to the community – I’m simply 

stating the fact that most of those who are received 

into membership from outside our Church – not 

counting transfers from other Missouri Synod con-

gregations – have come to us by way of a member 

who was bold enough to reach out and touch that per-

son with the love of Jesus Christ. 

Now you might thinking you’re not that kind of 

person. You’re not one who can talk about religion 

and matters of faith with others. I understand. There 

are precious few of us who are comfortable doing 

such things. But, where in Holy Scripture does it say 

that living life as a Christian is supposed to be easy? 

Simply because your flesh is sinful and weak doesn’t 

mean God’s going to give you a pass or expect any 

less from you than He expects from others. What 

Scripture is it that supports our general lack of atten-

tion to this work? You’re standing on very thin ice 

when you use flimsy excuses such as these to back up 

a lack of action and activity in this most important 

part of your calling as a child of God. 

Imagine for a moment how the Twelve must have 

felt when they heard Jesus speaking to them about 

this mission they were about to undertake. How do 

you suppose a simple fisherman like Peter would 

have felt as he set about to address a scholar, a busi-

nessman, or the learned men and leaders of a village 

for the first time? Imagine the thoughts which must 

have been racing through the minds of the rest of 

Christ’s Apostles as they tried to cast out demons – or 

anointed someone with oil and waited for God’s heal-

ing. To be sure, Christ had given them authority to do 

such things, but I have no doubt that they must have 

wondered whether the Divine Word Jesus gave them 

was powerful enough to do what He had promised. 

Each day they undoubtedly had to be taught new les-

sons – and have old lessons reinforced – as they 

learned to rely on and place their trust fully in God to 

care for and empower them. 

In last week’s Epistle St. Paul spoke about how 

God reveals His power and glory most readily in hu-

man weakness – through which, Paul tells us – His 

power is made perfect. Isn’t that the very same prin-



ciple you see most clearly in this morning’s Gospel? 

Here we learn that Jesus was going to send His Dis-

ciples out on a mission without provisions of any 

kind. They were to go with only what they had on 

their backs. They were to take no extra sandals or 

spare clothing. They were to carry no money. They 

were simply to trust the generosity of those with 

whom they shared the Gospel! In other words, they 

were to be completely dependent upon God for every-

thing. The only thing they were given was a message 

of repentance and faith in Jesus Christ – which at that 

point even they didn’t fully understand! Yet that mes-

sage, Jesus told them, was enough – for through it – 

though many would reject it even as they do today – 

Jesus’ mission would spread throughout the kingdom 

– so that even kings and rulers would learn of it. 

Throughout the history of the world God’s prom-

ise has always been that He would retain a remnant of 

the faithful who would refuse bow their knees to 

Baal. God could’ve destroyed the world on any num-

ber of occasions with just cause, but because of this 

promise, He didn’t. At the time of our Lord’s birth 

there were precious few who still believed, but that 

didn’t deter God from His work. And has anything 

changed in our day? Our task as the Church and peo-

ple of God is that we continue to multiply the mission 

of Christ through the means God has given us – by 

preaching Law and Gospel – by announcing the com-

ing of God’s kingdom of grace – and that now is the 

day of salvation. We are to speak of repentance and 

forgiveness in the blood of Jesus – by Baptizing in 

His name and according to His command – and by 

faithfully administering and distributing His body and 

blood for the forgiveness of sins. 

Now certainly it’s true that only some are called to 

be pastors. Not everyone in the Body of Christ has 

been given the vocation of preaching, Baptizing, 

teaching, or leading God’s people in worship. But, all 

Baptized Christians have received the same Holy 

Spirit. Each of you have been blessed with any num-

ber of gifts. And while all are not ministers, everyone 

can, and should, be doing something to further the 

cause of spreading God’s kingdom of grace! You 

each have a calling – a vocation, and a station in life. 

Whether you’re a husband, wife, father, mother, son, 

daughter, employer, employee, neighbor, co-worker 

or friend, God has set a task before you. You know 

the Gospel. In Baptism God gave You the Holy Spirit 

and faith. You know the One in whom you believe – 

and in whom you’ve placed your trust. You’re well-

acquainted with God’s boundless love and mercy. 

You know our Lord’s Second Coming could happen 

at any moment, that the time is short – and growing 

shorter every day! 

Can you honestly say there’s no one you know 

who needs to hear the Gospel – no one who has need 

of the gifts God offers here in His Church? Of course 

not! The Gospel is for everyone – even those you 

don’t think will listen. Did our Lord tell the Twelve 

that just because some would refuse to heed His 

Word they ought not speak it? No, they were to share 

the Gospel with everyone. And if someone, anyone – 

or even an entire village – refused to hear the Word 

Jesus had given them, they were told not to despair, 

blame themselves or the Gospel, but simply to shake 

the dust off their feet as a testimony against them. 

They were to tell such people that their unbelief 

would cause them to be separated from the kingdom 

of God forever. 

The purpose of such action is always, of course – 

whether in Jesus’ day or our own – that those who 

come face to face with their sin and their need for 

Christ as Savior, won’t harden their hearts, but be-

lieve and receive the salvation God offers to all in the 

Person of His Son. Our prayer will always be that 

many will listen and heed God’s call – so that by the 

working of His gracious power they might be saved 

for everlasting life. God’s promise isn’t that your ef-

forts will always be successful, but only that He will 

be with you in all you do as you seek to carry out His 

will. God’s promise is that as you seek to be faithful 

in serving our Lord with Your life and witness, that 

He will give you steadfastness of spirit and an unwa-

vering trust in His promises. And this will come to 

you as you regularly partake of the Gifts He offers to 

strengthen you for the task of multiplying His mission 

– through the ministrations of His pastors – through 

your participation in the worship life of His Church – 

through your reliance on the Holy Spirit who was 

given to you in Baptism – and through the empower-

ing presence of Christ’s true body and blood received 

into your own body every time you kneel here at this 

Altar to partake of that blessed Meal. May God al-

ways grant these things to you for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 


