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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. The Word of God before us this morn-
ing is from today’s Gospel, where Jesus said to His fol-
lowers: “No one who sets his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the Kingdom of God.” While I was at the 
Seminary our professors set these words before us as an 
encouragement to give heed to the work we were about to 
undertake. They knew that one day many of us would be 
out there preaching God’s Word – that many would refuse 
to hear us, while others would question, argue and ignore 
our words. They knew it would hurt to know that while we 
were administering God’s Word and His Sacraments so 
that people might receive His full and free forgiveness, 
there would still be some – perhaps many – who would 
despise us, reject our teaching, and sneer about the way 
we “did our job.” And, of course, they knew, that after 
having received the yoke of Christ and pulling the plow of 
the Ministry for awhile, there would also be times when it 
would be tempting to look back and yearn for a less com-
plicated way of life. 

To be sure, they were right. There have been times I’ve 
wanted to look back – when I have looked back. That’s 
why I also need to hear and heed this Word of Christ 
which reminds me that I’m neither fit nor worthy for the 
Kingdom of God – and that I must live only by His grace. 
But this is true for you as well. Though you may not have 
been called to be a pastor, in Baptism you also received 
the Cross. And, as Christian people, you are to carry that 
Cross in the vocation God has given you – as husband, 
wife, father, mother, son, daughter, worker, student, or 
citizen. And because I know how easy it is for you to 
“look back” and yearn for a less difficult way of life – that 
is, to put aside the Cross you received in Baptism – my 
task as your Pastor is to encourage and strengthen you for 
the work God has given you in your vocation. 

How easy it would be to put down the Cross of a mar-
riage in which there appears to be so much less time, at-
tention, love, affection, support and companionship than 
there ought to be. How simple it would be if you could 
just set aside the Cross of parenthood – where every age 
and stage brings with it a whole new set of challenges and 
headaches – whether it be colicky infants, rebellious teen-
agers, or young adults who can’t decide what to do with 
their life. And how nice it would be for you children if 
you could cast aside the Cross of your parents when they 
appear to be neglecting you, when they don’t seem to have 
a clue, when they refuse to give you the things you want 
and need, when they don’t seem to have any interest in 
understanding you –  or when they grow old, senile, and 
cranky. 

Have there not been times when you would have loved 
to lay down the Cross of the Law and the Gospel – espe-
cially when the world has so much to offer – when family 
and friends present you with temptations that compete for 
your allegiance – when your own heart, soul, reason, 
strength, feelings and emotions are pulling you in so many 
other directions? If you’re going to be honest you have to 
admit that there have been many times when you’ve 
looked back. There may even have been times when you 
actually turned back – when you knew the right thing, but 
refused to do it – when you knew what you were doing 
was wrong, but did it anyway. 

That’s why you must also hear and heed the Word of 
Christ – that of yourself you are not fit for the Kingdom of 
God. But there’s something else you need to hear – and 
that’s that you’re not only just “of yourself.” You’re not 
only just “your own.” You have been bought with a price. 
You belong to Christ – and the Cross God has given you is 
the very same Cross our Lord and Savior already carried 
for you. All those things you’ve failed to do – including 
your own reluctance to bear that Cross – Christ has taken 
upon Himself and carried it in the flesh and blood of His 
own Body to death on Calvary. He’s taken the entire 
weight and burden of your sin, and He’s put it to death so 
that You might have His life. And, having set His hand 
upon the plow of the Cross, He never looked back – not 
even once – because He’s not simply the only One who is 
fit for the Kingdom of God, but in fact He and His Cross 
are that Kingdom. 

Now, because this cross and Kingdom are your inher-
itance, Jesus’ Word places a question before us all – 
namely what really comes “first” in your life? What’s 
more important to you than anything else? We’d all like to 
say that it’s God. But, do you fear, love, and trust in God 
above all things? Do you place your love for Christ over 
all other loves – love for father, mother, spouse, children, 
brothers, sisters – or, even your own life? Our Lord tells 
us that unless you do these things you aren’t worthy of 
being His disciple – nor are you fit for the Kingdom of 
God! Scripture teaches that true discipleship requires the 
adoption and practice of an entirely new set of priorities in 
which the Kingdom of God takes precedence over every-
thing else. 

Dr. Arthur Just, professor at the Fort Wayne Seminary 
put it this way in his Commentary on Luke’s Gospel. He 
wrote: “The new way of life is not an easy, painless way. 
It’s the way of death for the old man in daily contrition 
and repentance. It requires staying on the hard road of pil-
grimage that leads to the Cross through death, and finally 
to Resurrection. It calls for an unhesitating departure from 



 

one’s ties to the old life, even ties to family. The family 
that matters, says Jesus, is the family of God. Though we 
are born of human mothers into human families, birth into 
God’s Kingdom comes through Baptism – and the true 
family of God has Christ as its Head.” In other words, it’s 
through Holy Baptism that you receive the Cross of Christ 
as your new way of life. There God unites you with Christ 
in His death – and begins the lifelong crucifixion of your 
old Adam – that is to say, your sinful flesh and inborn in-
clination to sin. 

By your Baptism, you were anointed with the same 
Holy Spirit as Christ was at His Baptism. You were born 
again into the life God intends for all His children. The 
Divine, eternal life of our Holy Triune God has been given 
to you in Christ as your salvation. But in this world – be-
cause it’s the very life Christ’s already lived for you – you 
too must also live your life under the Cross. Your for-
giveness, life and salvation are thus found in and defined 
by the Cross in such a way that – with all its pain and sor-
row – it has become your only glory and hope. 

Contrary to the popular image of Baptism – even 
among Lutherans, who ought to know better – this Sacra-
ment isn’t something you just do and then forget about. 
Bringing your children to the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
is far more important than purchasing a life insurance pol-
icy, or keeping up with your children’s vaccinations. It’s 
the most important, eternally significant thing a parent can 
do for a child – an act that involves a continuous, lifelong 
responsibility. The ongoing spiritual nurture and care of a 
Baptized child is no less necessary – indeed, it’s even 
more necessary – than the physical nurture and care of a 
newborn. 

To give birth to a child and then abandon him is a 
criminal offense – attempted murder, at least – because 
such an infant will quite simply die without care or aid. 
The same brutal reality is true of the spiritual life received 
in the new birth of Holy Baptism – and this remains true 
for all of us, regardless of our age. Unless you’re being 
regularly fed and clothed by Christ in His Church with His 
Gospel-Word and Holy Supper, your faith – and your en-
tire life in Christ – will quite simply die. Because the new 
life you and your children receive in Holy Baptism must 
forever and always be lived in and with Christ, that means 
you must continually breathe in the Spirit of His Holy Ab-
solution – you must be reared and educated in His Word – 
and you also must feed regularly on His Body and Blood. 
Those who might gossip and complain that this or that 
Pastor “harps” about these simple Means of Grace might 
just as well suggest to new parents that they not feed, 
clothe, or protect their babies! But who would be so fool-
ish? Little babies can be fed the very same meal numerous 

times every day for months – and guess what? They won’t 
grow tired of eating. That meal isn’t going to be any less 
important, “meaningful,” or nutritious the 100th time than 
it was the first. In fact, they would die without it. 

Well, Holy Scripture says you must also hunger and 
thirst in precisely this same way for Christ and His gifts – 
for the food and drink He provides: like a newborn infant 
yearning for his mother’s milk. Because the life you re-
ceive in Holy Baptism is a living, dynamic, ongoing reali-
ty, your Baptism has continuous, daily significance. It’s 
first and foremost the daily crucifixion of your old Adam 
who is put to death by the judgment of God’s Law – 
which says to you that those who practice the works of the 
flesh will not inherit the Kingdom of God – and, that in 
and of yourself, apart from Christ, you are not fit for this 
Kingdom. Accordingly, all your pride, self-reliance and 
self-confidence have to be crushed and destroyed by this 
Word of the Law, so that you drown and die each and eve-
ry day in the waters of your Baptism – even seventy or 
eighty years after the fact – until the significance of that 
Baptism is finally consummated in your earthly death and 
burial. 

As a poor, miserable sinner, you’re part of that rebel-
lious, unbelieving world which must be condemned by the 
Baptismal waters of that global killing-flood. And as an 
enemy of God according to your sinful nature, you must 
also be drowned with your hard-hearted Pharaoh in the 
Baptismal waters of the Red Sea. Every day, in every way, 
you must ever again be crucified with Christ by your Bap-
tism and buried with Him in His death. To be sure, all of 
this is quite painful. It’s difficult, and it hurts. But in spite 
of the pain, because the Cross God’s given you is the very 
same Cross of Christ which He already carried for you – 
it’s a salutary, blessed, life-giving death by crucifixion 
that you undergo: first in Baptism, and then throughout 
your life. 

Because you share in the Cross and Crucifixion of 
Christ, God’s also given you a portion in Christ’s Resur-
rection and Ascension to the heavenly, eternal life of God. 
The same waters of Baptism that drown and destroy your 
old Adam have also been sanctified by Christ as a rich and 
full washing away of sins. So Baptism not only crucifies 
and buries you with Christ, but as Saint Peter writes, also 
saves you. And by means of this salutary flood, God will 
preserve you dry and secure in the Holy Ark of Christen-
dom until that blessed day when He will carry all of His 
children into His heavenly kingdom to live with Him there 
forever. Amen. 

And now the peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


