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Revealed To Children 
Matthew 11:25-30 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
July 5, 2020 – Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. Did you hear the words our Lord used 
in the prayer He prayed from this morning’s Gospel? Is it 
not strange that Jesus appears to be praising the Father for 
the “failure” of the Gospel – for its lack of effectiveness 
in impressing the religiously wise and learned people of 
His day? But consider the circumstances. Both Jesus and 

His Word had already been soundly rejected by the reli-
gious leadership of Israel – which also had rejected John 
the Baptizer. They spoke of Jesus as having a devil. They 
accused Him of being a glutton, a drunkard, and a friend 
of tax collectors and rank sinners! The cities where our 
Lord Christ had done so many mighty works soon turned 
their backs on His preaching. They received His miracles, 
but steadfastly refused His admonition to turn away from 
themselves and their sin toward God and His kingdom of 
grace. 

In a nutshell, those who “knew the most” had some-
how managed to grasp the least. And among the least is 
where Jesus wants to be found. For the kingdom of God – 

His gracious reign to save and redeem – is hidden from 
the wise in their wisdom, and from the clever in their 
cleverness. It’s revealed instead to “little children” – to 
those who must depend on God and others for everything. 

So to us, Jesus says: “Unless you turn and become as little 

children, you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.” That 
Jesus is the eternal God come in human flesh to rescue us 
from death itself – and that His death and resurrection 
mean life and salvation to all who receive Him through 

faith – these are the things hidden from the wise and clev-
er – not because they’re absent, but because they’re pre-

sent only in this One who is “gentle and humble in heart.” 

Most people tend to look for the working of God in the 
great, the mighty, and the powerful. People are far more 
impressed in the power of a hurricane as it tries to take 
out the lower half of the United States, a twister as it 
winds it’s way through a nearby neighborhood, or a tor-
rential rainfall as it submerges huges chunks of real estate. 
These terrible forces of nature are what humble, terrify, 
and fascinate us. Some call this the hand of God, and oth-
ers, “Mother Nature” – but the point is that God is bigger 
than we are! And if you think about it, this kind of God 
really poses very little threat to most. It’s when God 
makes Himself small and weak that problems begin to 
surface. But the God of Holy Scripture who establishes 
His reign over all things by coming as a Jewish Carpenter 
turned itinerant preacher – who knows firsthand about 
sweat, blood, and calluses – who Himself experienced 
frustration, failure and rejection at the hands of His own 

countrymen – who broke bread with hookers, tax-
collectors, and the misfits of society – who suffered, bled, 
and died on a cross – who emptied Himself of all His 

heavenly glory to become an obedient Servant – He is the 
God who has hidden Himself from the wise and learned, 
while revealing Himself to the little ones – the simple be-
lievers who put their trust in Him. 

We all ought to be familiar with the words of the Small 

Catechism where it reads: “I believe that I cannot by my 
own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or come to Him.” What are you confessing with these 
words other than the fact that you believe you can’t be-

lieve? Were you to see Jesus as He appeared to His disci-

ples and the people of Israel – were you to evaluate Him 

with your own eyes and ears – if you were to test Him 

against your expectations – I dare say you would have 

rejected Him, too. You would have been right in there 
with John the Baptist, who sent this question to Jesus 
from Herod’s dungeon, asking: “Are You the Messiah, or 
should we look for another?” 

Now that’s not to say you have to turn off your mind to 
believe, but it does mean your reason and senses must be 

taken captive by the Word of God. You see, nothing 

about Christianity is unreasonable, it’s simply beyond 

fallen, human reason. Hence, it often appears foolish – 
even silly – to the unbelieving heart. The work God does 

in Christ is mostly hidden under apparent weakness and 
failure – hidden under the cross and struggle of which 
Paul speaks. The good we should and ought to do, we 
don’t do. The evil we don’t want to do, that’s what we do. 
There’s a war going on within us all, so that like Paul, 
must also cry out: “O wretched man that I am, who will 
rescue me from this body of death?” Thanks be to God,” 
says Paul, “through Jesus Christ, our Lord” – whose reign 
is not something which can be seen but only heard. 

To the Christians in Corinth who were so enchanted 
with displays of worldly wisdom and power, St. Paul 
wrote: “The message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written ‘I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frus-
trate.’ … Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? … Jews demand miraculous signs, and Greeks 
look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified – a stum-
bling block to Jews, and foolishness to Gentiles … for the 
foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.” God, 
you see, hides Himself behind the opposites of what one 
might expect. 
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His wisdom is hidden under foolishness, and His pow-
er beneath weakness. That He should nail His beloved 

Son to a cross for our sin is foolishness by human stand-

ards, Yet, the death of His Son is the power of God to sal-

vation – our victory over sin and death, hidden under the 
weakness of Jesus’ death on the cross – the power of new 
birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit hidden in the water 
of Holy Baptism – the power to forgive sins hidden under 
simple words spoken by a mere man – and the power of 
Jesus’ victory over death and the grave hidden under the 
bread and the wine of the Supper. These are all things 
which are hidden from the wise and the learned. Science 
can’t prove them. Mathematics can’t measure them. Nor 
can you put consecrated bread and wine on a scale to de-
termine scientifically whether or not there’s anything 
more there than bread and wine. Only the Word can make 
such determinations and judgements. 

All things have been given to Jesus by His Father. 

There is nothing and no one outside His authority to save. 
The Father perfectly knows Jesus, and Jesus perfectly 
knows the Father. He is truly “God of God, Light of light, 
very God of very God” hidden under human flesh and 
blood – the Word made flesh whose dwelling is among us. 
There is nothing much of Him to see with your eyes, but 
He is still very much here – hidden from the wisdom of 
the wise and the cleverness of the clever, but revealed to 
those who have been given His gifts – and especially to 
you, the children of God, the ones to whom He has re-
vealed His Father’s love and gracious will to save. 

That same Jesus who comes to you with His Word 
now says: “Come to Me, all you who are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” To those who feel the 
pressure of the Law and the crushing burden of sin, Jesus 
bids them to find rest and refreshment in His presence. 
You well know the weariness you sometimes feel at never 
being able to do enough – the burden of the Law always 
demanding more, better, higher, purer and holier. You’ve 
seen the death the Law brings etched in the lines of your 
face, the ache in your heart, and the pain in your back – 
the troubled conscience that refuses to give you rest. 
That’s why Jesus wants to draw you to Himself with all 
your failed attempts at commandment-keeping and perfec-
tionism – with all your burdens of guilt and fear, broken 
lives and broken hearts, hands heavy from work, and 
backs bent from trying to carry the load of life all alone. 

Jesus wants you to come to Him with your despair, de-
pression and feelings of abandonment so He can give you 
rest. This is He who is gentle and humble of heart – who 

comes not to condemn but to set you free. The burden He 

bore on the cross was your burden. The weariness He car-

ried was your weariness. The death He died was your 
death. Receive His yoke and learn from Him. Learn what 
it means to be forgiven and to have Jesus’ death pay for 
your life. Learn to live before God in the freedom of His 
death and resurrection. Here you have a gentle, humble 
Savior who promises rest and refreshment – who lifts the 
yoke of the Law threatening to crush you, replacing it 
with a gentle yoke that lifts you up and gives you life. 

The truth of the matter is that we are all are under a 
yoke of one sort or another – either the yoke of the Law 
that brings death, or the yoke of Christ that brings free-

dom from sin, death, the devil, the Law, and anything that 
might keep you from living your life as a free child of 
God. Christ’s yoke is His cross. It was burdensome to 
Him, but light for you. It brought death to Him, and life to 
you. It straightens your bent back and unbuckles your bent 
knees, pulls you up from the depth of sin and raises you 
from death to life. Jesus bears your burdens so that under 
His yoke you can gladly bear one another’s burdens in the 
knowledge that your life doesn’t depend on your success, 
but only on Christ’s. 

You don’t come bringing Jesus anything – nor does He 
ask for it. Indeed, what could you possibly give to Him 
who gave His life for us all? That’s why He invites you to 
come to Him as little children – empty handed and ready 
to receive so much more than you ever dared imagine, 
ask, or even comprehend. But how do you come to Him – 
and where do you come to Him? For you to come to Jesus 
means you come to Him in that place where He has locat-
ed His Word – in Baptism, where you were washed and 
reborn into God’s family – in Holy Absolution, where He 
forgives you your sins – and in the Supper, where He re-
freshes and strengthens you with His very own body and 
blood given and shed for us sinners to eat and drink. In 
short, what it means for you to come to Jesus is that you 
come to Him in His Church where He has promised to be 
present – hidden from the wise and clever – hidden from 
our eyes and other senses – yet revealed in all His good-
ness and holiness to His little ones who hear His Word 
and believe it. Come with your sin and be forgiven. Come 
with your weariness and burdens and be refreshed. Come 
and be washed, hear, eat, drink, and learn how to live – 
for Jesus’ yoke is easy, His burden is light – and it always 
will be, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 


