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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. At some point, most of 

you have been confronted by a person who has 

questioned or rejected the Scriptural practice of 

infant Baptism. You’ve all undoubtedly heard the 

various arguments: “There is no way a little child 

can understand all the fine points about Christi-

anity or make a ‘personal commitment’ to Jesus,” 

or, “No one should be Baptized until they’re 

‘grown up’ enough to be able to ‘decide for 

themselves’ if they want to ‘accept’ Jesus.” Now 

admittedly, according to human reason, these ar-

guments seem to make good, common sense. But 

there’s a problem with this way of thinking. It’s 

wrong-headed, inside-out, upside-down, and finds 

absolutely no foundation whatsoever in Holy 

Scripture – which, in fact, teaches precisely the 

opposite – namely, that the power of Baptism is 

found in God, not in us or in our decision. 

Does Jesus say: “Let the grownups come to 

Me, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these?” or, “Unless you’re an adult, you cannot 

enter into the Kingdom of God?” Does St. Peter 

say: “Baptism now doesn’t save you?” Of course 

not! Rather instead, our Lord holds up little chil-

dren as the model and example of what true faith 

looks like. Jesus says that anyone who doesn’t 

receive His Kingdom like a little child will never 

enter into it. And Peter says that Baptism actually 

saves you, by connecting you to the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. Indeed, in today’s Gospel Jesus 

praises the Father for revealing this Good News to 

infants instead of the wise and learned. He says 

that you must become like a helpless little child if 

you are to have any hope of entering into God’s 

Kingdom! But you don’t like to hear that, do you? 

Because you know the kind of care infants require 

– that twenty-four hours a day someone has to do 

everything for them – and if they don’t receive 

that kind of care, the infant will likely die! Even 

babies seem to sense this. Consider how a new-

born automatically searches for his mother’s milk 

– how quickly he recognizes the voice and pres-

ence of mom and dad and clings for dear life to the 

parents whom God has provided. 

That’s where you stand in relation to our 

heavenly Father. And that’s true whether you 

acknowledge God as Creator or not. The Scrip-

tures testify everywhere that God causes the rain 

to fall and the sun to shine on all mankind – even 

as He gives each of us our daily bread. As a 

Christian, you recognize God’s gracious hand in 

all this. You realize that He has to provide eve-

rything for you lest you die. That’s why, in faith, 

you look to Him for all you need to support this 

body and life. But unfortunately, your sinful hu-

man pride frequently rejects this work of God. 

That’s why we often stubbornly insist on asserting 

our independence from God and everyone else. 

We don’t like to think that our very existence 

depends entirely upon God, and that we have very 

little to do with providing for our own health, 

welfare and well-being. 

When you start having such thoughts, that’s 

when God, by means of trials and heartaches, will 

drive you back to Himself to remind you of the 

necessity of this child-like relationship with Him. 

He reveals Himself to you in Christ and gently 

leads you back into His Kingdom so that “like 

newborn babies” you might once again hunger 

and thirst for the precious gifts of God as if they 

were mother’s milk. That, you see, is the very 

essence of faith – a simple, child-like trust in 

Christ, similar to the trust an infant has in his 

parents. You surely remember the story of Nico-

demus, who, in response to Jesus’ statement that 

you must be born again, asked: “Can a full-grown 

man enter again into his mother’s womb?” But the 

womb of which Jesus spoke isn’t the physical 

womb of an earthly mother. Rather it’s the womb 

of the Church and the font of Holy Baptism. For 



 

just as the Church is depicted as the Bride of 

Christ, so also is She the Mother of every Chris-

tian. The font is the womb where the Church gives 

new birth to the children of God. And in the font is 

where you receive this Kingdom like a little child. 

Regrettably, though, there’s a negative side to 

all this childishness – a mischievous disobedience 

which causes you to try and crawl out from under 

the care and supervision of our heavenly Father. 

From time to time, like restless teenagers, you 

rebel and go searching for “freedom” and “inde-

pendence” from God. You push the boundaries of 

His authority. You test the limits to see what and 

how much you can get away with. You strive for 

the feeling of the true independence of one who is 

all grown up, living on your own, and standing on 

your own two feet. But when you do that – when 

you fail to recognize and seek God’s gracious 

preservation of your life – when you cease looking 

to Him for all the things necessary to sustain you, 

body and soul – or when you seek to find these 

things in places other than where God has prom-

ised to give them – when you think you’ve finally 

made it – that you’re now among the “wise” and 

the “learned” – that’s when the Gospel becomes, 

for you, a hidden mystery. That’s when Jesus has 

to invite you once again to come to Him alone for 

the rest and the safety you so desperately need. 

When you vainly attempt to carry the weight of 

the world on your shoulders, Christ isn’t going to 

give you any peace. He’s going to come after you 

to try and rescue you. He’s going to seek you out 

and bring you back to the Father. And of course, 

the Father will always welcome you back with 

love and forgiveness, remind you that you are His 

child, and urge you to receive His Fatherly, divine 

care and mercy. When you recognize the Fatherly 

hand of God in this way, that’s when you’ll be 

able to live your life and go about your work with 

joy – knowing that God is taking care of you, and 

come what may, He will always be with you. 

Living the Christian life ceases to be a burden 

when you understand that Christ has already given 

you Himself and all good things – forgiveness, 

life, and salvation – freely, with no strings at-

tached. His yoke isn’t just another heavy load you 

have to bear, but a joyful privilege – a share in that 

life which is hidden with Him in God. Dear 

Christian, our Lord is no cruel Taskmaster, but a 

gentle Savior. He didn’t make you to be His child 

so as to enslave you and put you to work for Him, 

but so that you might live freely with Him as a 

member of His family, doing the things He has 

called us all to do as His dear children in Christ. 

And while the yoke of Christ may at times seem 

heavy and burdensome to the Old Adam, it 

lightens considerably when compared to the real-

ity of facing life without hope in Christ – without 

the abiding presence and power of our Lord and 

Savior sustaining you on your way as you journey 

with Him in His Church toward heaven. 

That’s why this morning’s Gospel text is such a 

great comfort – for it not only reminds you of 

God’s desire to govern all things according to His 

good and gracious will, but it also speaks to you of 

God’s great gentleness and tenderness toward us 

sinners in Christ. In this text you see Christ, the 

obedient Son of the Father, who humbled Himself 

unto death – like a sheep being led to the slaughter 

– as He tenderly invites you to lay all your cares 

upon Him. Here you see Him as He really is – a 

gentle Savior caring for His children – inviting 

you who are weary and burdened to come to Him 

for a much needed rest. And all of this He does 

just so that He might care for you like the infant 

that you are, cradling you gently in His arms, 

carrying you into heaven, safe and sound forever. 

May it always be so for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life ever-

lasting. Amen. 

 


