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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. The episode recorded in this 
morning’s Gospel recounts in a most amazing way how 
our Savior has come into our world to help and rescue us 
from the worst enemy imaginable – that is, death. Indeed, 
if there’s one thing in this world that’s crystal clear, it’s 
that death most certainly lies at the end of our time here. It 
might happen quietly as you lie in bed. It might take place 
as the result of an accident. Or, heaven forbid, it might 
even come about because of something violent or terrible 
– as is far too common in times of war and terrorism such 
as we now live in! But while death is always lurking just 
around the corner – most of us spend far too much energy 
despising and ignoring what Scripture says concerning 
death. And to be sure, the world also hates hearing about 
how Jesus is the only One who can save a person from 
death, since most of us would rather do it ourselves. 

Now none of this is because of weakness or ignorance, 
but rather because of the malicious intent of this world and 
its ruler, Satan, who would like nothing better than to strip 
the comfort of the Gospel out of the hands of the children 
of God. You and I, we will die someday. We all know it. 
Everything around us testifies mightily to that fact. Yet at 
the same time, the world continues to try and convince us 
that death is just a normal part of living – just one more 
cog in the “circle of life.” The reality, however, is that 
there is only one Remedy for death – only One Person 
who can save you from death – our Savior, Jesus, as we 
just read in today’s Gospel. 

But if death is something natural, then why do people 
fight and fear it so? Think about the things you do each 
and every day in a vain attempt to avoid the grave. When 
you are seriously injured or hurt, isn’t your doctor the first 
person you want to see? When you’re hungry or thirsty, 
aren’t you going to do whatever you have to do to lay your 
hands on food and drink? Whenever you find yourself 
burdened by some threat, you flee, run, go wherever you 
have to go, or do whatever you have to do to escape the 
threat. That’s why there are doctors, nurses, pills and diets 
– because we can’t stand being burdened by anything that 
might threaten to take us from this earthly life. Our cars 
have seat belts and air bags. We go to the doctor every 
year to receive immunizations which we hope will prevent 
some deadly disease from infecting us. Parents insist their 
children wear helmets when riding their bicycles! And I 
don’t think we even want to get started about cholesterol 
checks, diets, food supplements and the like – all of which 
are intended to lengthen our span of years here on this 
earth! If nothing else, all of this should at least make us 

see more clearly that death – contrary to what much of the 
world says – is not natural! 

You and I weren’t created to die, but rather to live with 
God forever in perfect fellowship – face to face! So then, 
death isn’t natural, but completely un-natural. God’s intent 
was that our souls and bodies would never be separated! 
That’s why death hurts and threatens us so. It’s the 
greatest evil of all – greater than all other hurts and ills 
combined. When we Christians talk about death, we aren’t 
concerned only about the fact that a person might have to 
die here in this world – that’s a foregone conclusion – but 
that he might have to die eternally in hell – dead forever, 
yet in a sense, forever alive. What could be more serious 
or fearful than that? 

But into all this death and dying, comes our Savior, 
Jesus Christ – the true Physician who alone can heal a 
person no matter their condition. This Jesus has come to 
rescue you, me, and all sinners from death – not just 
physical, temporal, death, but eternal death. To be sure, 
He has come to rescue us from the very pit of hell itself – 
to save us eternally from the power of Satan, and the sin-
grip by which he has entangled us the cords of death. 
Jesus knows what you fear, dear Christian. He knows the 
pain death causes. And so He comes to you with His 
precious Gospel of salvation – that Word of life which 
alone is able to bestow on you true peace and freedom. 
And all you have to do to receive this amazing gift is trust 
that what He says is true: “Cling to Me,” He says, “and I 
will raise you up from death itself.” You have to admit, it 
doesn’t get any better than that! 

Yet it’s this very message of resurrection and 
forgiveness which we often find so easy to despise as we 
live our lives as if life and death really don’t matter. More 
often than not, in fact, our lives are defined by cars, boats, 
and all sorts of other worldly stuff. But even worse, we 
live our lives as if God didn’t matter – and as if we 
mattered most. That’s why this message from Jesus’ lips 
concerning the resurrection of the dead – which is the 
heart and soul of Holy Scripture – is one of the most 
despised messages ever. And if you’re going to be really 
honest about it, there are lots of times when you don’t 
want to hear this message, either. 

Imagine, if you will, a highly-esteemed doctor coming 
to someone who is sick and offering to provide them with 
a miracle cure. Imagine the doctor saying: “I can heal you 
if you simply trust me. Do what I say and you’ll be 
completely healed within the week.” Next imagine the 
patient responding by saying: “Get away from me! I don’t 
want your medicine! It tastes bad. I’d rather die!” Would 



 

it be long before everyone thought that person was out of 
his mind? Some might even think: “Let him die! If he’s 
that crazy he deserves it.” Well, that’s precisely what 
we’re saying to God with our unbelief. Jesus comes to 
sinners with His Word of life and forgiveness, and we tell 
Him we want nothing of what He has to give – nor will we 
take it in the way He wants to give it. We all know one 
day we’re going to die – after all no one other than Jesus, 
Enoch and Elijah has ever gotten out of this life alive – yet 
we stubbornly refuse to hear what Jesus has to say – and 
receive what He has to give. We continue to live our lives 
as if God didn’t matter at all! 

Christians, then, who see themselves in this account of 
Jairus’ daughter, hear an entirely different message. When 
all other helpers fail and comforts flee, we know that Jesus 
is the only One willing to abide with us. The whole world 
may well come to an end, everyone might abandon us, but 
in the end the entire world has no power to help or save. 
Yet, there is One who can help and still remains – Jesus, 
the Victor over sin and death. Only He has trampled 
death’s power and makes alive again – and here in this 
text we see how His Words and actions bear this out. Did 
you notice what He said about this young girl? He said: 
“She isn’t dead, but only sleeping.” He then took her by 
the hand and raised her from death to life! Here we clearly 
see that Jesus alone is God – and that we are not. To you 
and me this dilemma would have been insurmountable. 
Aside from Jesus, is there anyone who could save her – 
anyone who could wake her from the sleep of death? Of 
course not. But the truth of the matter is that it was easier 
for Jesus to raise Jairus’ daughter from the dead than it is 
for us to raise ourselves from our nightly slumber. That’s 
the kind of Power Jesus wields – the blessing He has 
promised to all who are His own! 

St. Matthew, in the 22
nd

 chapter of his Gospel, records 
these words of Jesus: “God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living.” You and I, we must die, but God has 
promised that in Christ He will raise us up from the dead. 
He is the only One who can take your broken life and 
make it whole again. Only He is able to put you back 
together the way God intended you to be. And this He 
does willingly. Here in this text Jesus is showing us what 
it means to obey the First Commandment, which tells us 
we should have no other gods. And, pray tell, what other 
gods would we ever need? No one other than God is 
Master over death and life. And is it not that fact alone 
which has caused us to gather here on this Lord’s Day – 
for this Divine Service – so that God Himself, coming to 
us in Word and Sacrament, might teach us anew that He 
alone is God, and that we can trust Him with our very life 
– yes, even in the midst of death? 

When Jairus came to Jesus, He came with a request. 
Though in his heart he knew it was true, nonetheless what 
He desired was that Jesus strengthen his belief that He was 
God of both the living and the dead – and this He would 
accomplish by raising Jairus’ daughter from the sleep of 
death. Jairus knew no one else could do anything to save 
her – not even all the doctors in the world with all their 
combined skills, but only Jesus. So Jesus took her by the 
hand and said to her: “Little girl, get up!” and she did! 
Friends, Jesus wants to rescue you from death as well. 
That’s why He came. John 3:16 clearly tells us: “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so 
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” You see, the whole world is saved, and 
God’s Grace has been shed on all mankind – yet sadly all 
will not live. Most will refuse God’s Grace and the free 
gift of eternal life in Christ – and go eternally to their 
death. 

For you, as a believer, eternal life is a present reality 
given to you with God’s Promise in Holy Baptism – that 
moment when God first called you by name and marked 
you as His own. You, dear Christian, will one day rise 
from your grave, for Jesus will call out to you just as He 
called out to this little girl – just as He called out to 
Lazarus – and like them, at His Command, your body will 
rise to join your soul with God in His heaven. Our Lord 
Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter, you see, so that you might 
also believe that one day He will do it for you as well. 

There were, of course, many who didn’t believe. There 
were scoffers who mourned at the house that day as 
though Jesus wasn’t really God – for there were scoffers 
then even as there are scoffers today. But pay none of 
them any heed! No matter what anyone might say to the 
contrary, Jesus Christ is still Lord of both life and death, 
and by His resurrection He has paved the way for your 
salvation. That’s why we continue to preach Christ Jesus, 
and only Christ Jesus, for there is no other name given 
under heaven whereby you must be saved. When you hear 
the message of Jesus and His love for you, it brings you 
up from the dead, for only His Word is able call you out of 
death into the light and life of Christ. So when your last 
hour comes, take heart! Jesus has gone before you, and 
will one day call your body out of the grave to live forever 
with Him in heaven. For now, content yourself with a 
foretaste of that eternal, blessed banquet here at His Table 
where we receive His life like nowhere else on earth – that 
place where He bids us eat His body and drink His blood – 
that place where He tells you: “Arise” – and you do – for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


