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† † † † † † † 
Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. What 
title should we give today’s Gospel? The NIV, the ESV, 
and the New King James all refer to this text as: “The 
Healing of a Demon-Possessed Man,” but you have to 
remember that these titles are not inspired by God, but 
are rather, editorial additions aimed at helping the read-
er understand the main point of the passage. I’d like to 
suggest that there’s more to this text than its title. I’d 
like to suggest that the main point of today’s Gospel 
might not actually be the demon-possessed man so 
much as it is his friends and neighbors. So, if you take 
the residents of the Gerasenes into account, you might 
be inclined to call it: “The People Who Want God to Go 
Away After He Helps Them,” or “The People Who 
Liked It Much Better The Way It Was Before God 
Butted In.” When you think of this text that way, you’ll 
find great comfort in these words – especially during 
those frustrating times when you feel as if your friends 
and family would much prefer living among swine, ra-
ther than in the presence of the grace of God. 

This morning I’d like you to think about your Bap-
tism – about how what happened there might be very 
much like what happened to this man out of whom Je-
sus cast the demon named Legion. To begin with, you 
were born naked, just like this man who was unclothed, 
unprotected, and living in a land of death. No, I’m not 
talking about your “birthday suit,” as it were, but about 
your nakedness before God. By the divine miracle of 
Baptism, Paul says that you have been “clothed with 
Christ” so that you no longer stand naked in your sins 
before God. Secondly, like this man who lived among 
the tombs, you also once lived in the shadow of death – 
and would have remained there had Christ not Baptized 
you and made you an heir of eternal life. 

Many people don’t realize this, but Lutherans have 
always recognized Baptism as an exorcism of sorts. 
This is illustrated by Luther’s original Baptismal rite, 
where the pastor made the sign of the cross over the 
candidate and said: “Depart you unclean spirit, and 
make room for the Holy Spirit in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” So the 
exorcism of demons looks very much as if it were a 
Baptism-like gift. Or, stated another way, Jesus gave 
nothing to this man in today’s Gospel that He hasn’t 
also given you in your Baptism. When you were Bap-

tized, you were forgiven all your sins, clothed with 
Christ, and saved – even as St. Peter reminds us in his 
first Epistle. You were brought into the Church from 
the land of death. God gave you His gift of peace and 
the Holy Spirit – by whose power you were reborn a 
child of God so that you might sit at the feet of Jesus, 
hear His word, and love your neighbor. 

Listen to that last part again: you were given the Ho-
ly Spirit – by whose power you were reborn a child of 
God so that you might sit at the feet of Jesus, hear His 
Word, and love your neighbor. Is it possible, dear saints 
God, that in your Baptism God also gave your family 
and friends a great and wonderful gift? Remember, 
Christ not only earned salvation for you, but also the 
gift of the Holy Spirit – which means you didn’t just 
receive the forgiveness of sins, but a desire to cease 
sinning. Look at this text. Jesus not only gave this man 
a gift that helped him personally, but also provided a 
great benefit to his friends and neighbors. They no 
longer had to figure out how to handle him when he got 
out of control, worry about what would happen when he 
came in from the desert, tie him down, or fear the worst 
when he showed up. Why? Since Jesus had cast out his 
demons, his friends and neighbors could now live in 
peace. 

And much the same is true regarding your Baptism. 
When you were Baptized God gave a gift to your 
friends and neighbors, because Baptism works a change 
in your behavior. It curbs your temper and makes it 
possible for you to live with good will toward your 
neighbor – yes, even to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Now it’s true that many of us haven’t yet quite fully 
grown into our Baptisms – still, we still have God’s 
promise that one day He will bring to completion the 
good work He began in us all. Here’s the rub, though. 
How many of your friends and neighbors really wanted 
the gift God gave them when you were Baptized? 

When the herdsmen saw what happened to the pigs, 
they fled and told everyone about it. When the people 
arrived to see what had happened, they came to Jesus 
and found the once-demon-possessed man sitting at His 
feet, clothed, and in his right mind – and they were 
afraid! And when they heard how Jesus had done this 
great thing, they were seized with fear and asked Him 
to leave town! Why were they filled with fear? Because 
they recognized God was among them. Remember, it 



was the demon himself who first identified Jesus as the 
“Son of the Most High God” – and they wanted nothing 
to do with Him. Imagine, they preferred the affliction of 
demons to the Word and work of God in their midst. 
They thought it would be better to live among swine, 
than to be free of their fear and bondage. To be sure, 
Jesus’ miracle worked a change in the demon-possessed 
man, but it also called for a change in his friends and 
neighbors. And, they wanted no part of it. 

Have any of your friends or family reacted that way 
to your Baptism? What I mean is, have they ever treated 
you as though they believed Baptismal life might be 
fine for you, but didn’t want to hear about it for them-
selves? Does not such an attitude convey the feeling 
that they’re saying to God: “Thanks for everything! 
Now please go away?” It’s not that they haven’t heard 
the preaching of God’s Word, but rather refused to be-
lieve it. It’s not so much that they don’t know certain 
things must come only from God, but that they don’t 
care. It’s not that they don’t understand how powerfully 
God is said to have acted for you in Baptism – after all, 
they’ve seen and heard some of the evidence, just as the 
Gerasenes saw the man clothed and sitting at the feet of 
Jesus – they just don’t want any part of it. 

Does it not break your heart, make you angry, fill 
you with remorse, and cause you to want to give up on 
them? It might even make you want to separate yourself 
from them so you can spend more time with Jesus. That 
is, after all, what happened to this formerly demon-
possessed man. He begged Jesus to let him stay there at 
his feet. But Jesus would have no part of that either. 
Instead He sent him away, back to his friends and fami-
ly. Jesus sent the man back because He loved him, and 
because He loved the people of the Gerasenes. Jesus 
sent the man back to declare how much God had done 
for him, because Jesus is the God who will not go away. 
And it’s exactly the same way in your life, as well. 

Now I suppose you could point to the place in this 
text where it states that Jesus got into the boat and re-
turned home. You could point to that and say: “See 
there! Jesus did go away!” But not really. It may be true 
that Jesus got into a boat and left – but He also left His 
living, redeeming, powerful Word behind. “Return to 
your home,” Jesus said to the man from whom the de-
mons had been cast. “Return to your home and declare 
how much God has done for you.” Jesus left His power-
ful, divine Word with the Gerasenes, and where 
Christ’s Word is, there He is also. Where Jesus’ Word 

is, there the Savior is busy working, continues working, 
and will still be found working until the Last Day when 
He returns to bring an end to all things. 

This is especially Good News for you, dear Chris-
tian. You may have loved ones, friends, or relatives 
who would rather have Jesus go away and leave them 
alone, but Jesus is simply not going to do it. It may not 
seem like He’s remaining there among them any more 
than it seems like He remained with the Gerasenes as 
they all stood on the seashore and thought: “Good rid-
dance!” But, know this: Jesus will remain among your 
unbelieving, rebellious loved ones because you remain 
among them. The words Jesus spoke to the man in to-
day’s Gospel have also been given to you to speak to 
others with the very same authority, the very same 
power, and the very same comforting promise. “Return 
to your home,” Jesus says to you and to me. “Return to 
your home, and declare how much God has done for 
you.” Let the Word do its divine work for you, continu-
ally shining forth from your lips into the darkness of the 
Gerasenes of this age so that the light of Christ might 
remain among them. Let your Baptism continue to do 
its Divine work for you, as it not only strengthens you 
in your weakness and assures you of Christ’s for-
giveness, but also stands as a witness to the miracles 
God has wrought in your life. 

We know that the man from whom the demons had 
been cast pleaded with Jesus that he might stay with 
Him. And we also know how St. Paul longed to leave 
this life so that he could be with Jesus. But both men 
learned that God had something else in mind. And so it 
is also with you. God has a role for to you play in the 
midst of your loved ones, your friends, and your neigh-
bors. “Return to your home and declare how much God 
has done for you,” says Jesus. The Baptismal life God 
has given may not yet be the fully revealed bliss of an 
eternity with Jesus – at least not yet – but dear friends, 
it is – beyond all doubt – the next best thing. Embrace it 
as God’s will for your life. And, as God gives you op-
portunity, stand ready, always prepared, to give an an-
swer to anyone who might ask concerning the hope 
that’s within you – that God-given hope which is stayed 
on Jesus as the Giver of every good gift – the One in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being – even 
our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


