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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Common sense and human rea-
son tell us that “working hard” is the key to achieving 
great things – a way of thinking which causes many to 
believe that if something as grand and glorious as the 
Kingdom of God is going to grow and flourish, then 
someone is going to have to put in a lot of hard work to 
make it happen – and how well this Kingdom does will 
depend on how strenuous our efforts are, how great our 
compassion for lost souls is, and how ardently we offer 
up our prayers to God that this would happen. But such 
is not the case, for God alone is the One who must grow 
His Kingdom. He alone bears responsibility for estab-
lishing it and making it flourish – so much so, that the 
success and growth of this Kingdom is not dependent 
upon our efforts at all – nor even upon our prayers! 
Consider Luther’s explanation of the Second Petition of 
the Lord’s Prayer taken from his Small Catechism: “To 
be sure,” he writes, “the kingdom of God comes of it-
self – even without our prayers – but we pray in this 
petition that it may come among us also.” 

So, our prayers are involved, but not in the way you 
might imagine. It’s not that God’s Kingdom comes into 
existence by our prayers and petitions – or that anyone 
is brought into that Kingdom – but that in our prayers 
for others, we ask God graciously to bring those we 
pray for to a knowledge of our Savior so that they might 
receive life in His name. We bring our prayers before 
God in recognition of what He alone is able to do. It’s 
as if we’re saying: “Lord, I have no power to even keep 
myself in the faith. You alone must bring it to pass. 
Therefore, I pray that by Your mercy Your Kingdom 
might come to me. And likewise I pray that Your Word 
might be sown into the hearts of those who don’t know 
You – and that You would make the Seed of Your 
Word come to life in their hearts to grow and flourish. 
Also, if it be Your will that that Word comes from my 
lips, grant me to speak that Word faithfully. For only 
through Your pure Gospel can the Holy Spirit lead any-
one to a knowledge of salvation.” 

What a great privilege God has given us – indeed, 
the greatest privilege of all – to be able to come into His 
presence and pray to Him the most magnificent petition 
that could ever be spoken: “Thy Kingdom come.” For 
in making that request, we’re asking nothing less than 
that all God possesses might be our own. We’re asking 
God to bestow upon us His Kingdom and everything it 
contains – not just His Kingdom of grace in this world, 

but also His Kingdom of glory in that life which is yet 
to come! But what is it that makes us so bold to think 
that we can ask of God something so incredible – espe-
cially when you consider that this petition is coming 
from the mouths of a people who are so undeserving as 
we? 

It’s only for the sake of Jesus Christ that a person 
can speak as we do. The writer of the Letter to the He-
brews put it this way. “During the days of Jesus’ life on 
earth, He offered up prayers and petitions with loud 
cries and tears to the One who could save Him from 
death – and He was heard because of His reverent sub-
mission . . . Let us then approach the throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in our time of need.” In this prayer, Jesus 
paved the way for us to follow Him in our prayers. His 
prayer was that His Father’s will might be done – that 
the Son might suffer death and hell on the cross for sin-
ners. Now, because He was perfect in His submission to 
the Father’s will, we are able to come to the same Fa-
ther – in the name of Jesus – in the confidence that we 
too will receive the mercy and grace we need – both for 
ourselves and for one another. 

What a terrible sin it would be, were we to ignore 
this wonderful privilege we have of going to the Father 
in prayer to ask Him for the greatest of our needs. It 
would be like a beggar who had been summoned before 
the king to petition him for his heart’s desire – only to 
have the beggar request just enough bread to sustain 
him through the day. Such a request would be a mock-
ery – not only because of the king’s majesty, but also 
because of his mercy. That’s how it is in your life when 
you stubbornly refuse to avail yourself of that personal 
audience with God through prayer. By such behavior 
you mock God, belittle His generosity, and demean the 
price this privilege cost Him – the lifeblood of His only 
begotten Son. Therefore, realizing that God’s gracious 
desire for us all is that we come before Him in prayer 
with all our needs, large and small, we must make every 
effort not only to bring Him our needs and the desires 
of our heart, but also to recognize the manner and the 
way in which He does, in fact, answer our prayers – for 
indeed, it’s an easy thing to overlook the miracles that 
daily take place right under our very noses – as was 
well-illustrated in today’s Gospel. 

Consider the farmer who goes out to sow seed in his 
fields. “Night and day – whether he sleeps or gets up – 
the seed sprouts and grows, though he doesn’t know 



how.” “He doesn’t know how” – and yet he’s the 
farmer! He’s supposed to know what’s going on, but he 
doesn’t, because God is the One who’s in charge of the 
growing. The farmer only throws out the seed and plac-
es the outcome in God’s hands. In the same way, how 
can you explain the miracle wherein God takes the life-
less heart of one who is spiritually dead – and an enemy 
to boot – and turns it into a heart that beats for and 
serves only Him? Consider your own faith. Do you be-
lieve because you are more naturally inclined to God 
than those around you? That’s not what God’s Word 
teaches. Listen again to what Ezekiel wrote about this: 
“I Myself,” God says, “I Myself will take a shoot from 
the very top of a cedar and plant it. I will break off a 
tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a 
high and lofty mountain. On the mountain heights of 
Israel I will plant it. It will produce branches and bear 
fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind 
will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its 
branches. All the trees of the field will know that I the 
Lord bring down the tall tree and make the low tree 
grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree 
flourish. I the Lord have spoken, and I will do it.” 

Over and over again, God attributes this gracious 
work only to Himself. “I will do it,” He says – His 
words indicating that we contribute nothing at all – and 
for good reason! For, if your salvation was in any way 
whatsoever dependent upon your cooperation, effort or 
work, then you could never be certain about it – for 
even when we’re at our so-called best, we’re all still 
weak and inconsistent. God must do it all – otherwise, it 
would never get done! And how does He do it? Once 
again, the simple wording of the Catechism offers us 
the answer: “… the heavenly Father gives us His Holy 
Spirit – so that by His grace we may believe His holy 
Word and live a godly life – both here in time and there 
in eternity.” That’s how God’s Kingdom comes. The 
Holy Spirit’s gift of faith – combined with the saving 
Gospel of God’s Word – unites to create a godly life 
both now and forever in the children of God. And, once 
again, the only reason it can properly be called a godly 
life isn’t because we’re godly people – or because by 
our good works we’ve shown ourselves worthy of 
God’s grace – but rather, because through the vehicle of 
faith God has given us Jesus’ life in place of our own. 

This is vital for you to understand because, once 
again, appearances can be so deceiving – like the mus-
tard seed – the smallest known seed in the Palestinian 
area which, nevertheless, produces a plant of enormous 
proportions. Who would have ever have expected 

something so small to produce a yield so great as the 
full grown mustard plant – and yet the very same thing 
is true of our prayers concerning the salvation of others. 
Just because it appears – at least from a worldly per-
spective – that nothing has changed as far as a person’s 
disposition or conduct, that’s no reason to believe the 
Gospel isn’t working. Again, consider your own life. 
Are you a significantly better person today than you 
were yesterday? Are you any less susceptible to sin now 
than you were last night? Are you any less reliant upon 
the mercy of God at this point in your life than when 
you were first brought to faith? 

You see, the indication that God may have brought 
another sinner into His Kingdom can’t be seen in their  
good conduct – but only in faith – the kind of faith 
which caused the publican in the temple to stand far off 
by himself in the shadows, fearful of raising his eyes or 
his voice to heaven, but almost imperceptibly uttering 
his confession: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” 
Dearly beloved, in the lives of those who are nearest 
and dearest to you, you may see only the very faintest 
hint of faith – a mere mustard seed of belief. But God’s 
Word is more powerful than human discernment. “The 
Word of God is living and active – sharper than any 
two-edged sword as it divides soul, spirit, joints and 
marrow – and judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart.” As Jesus once spoke these words to the Apostle 
Peter, so now also He speaks them to you, saying: “I 
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.” 

It’s true that Christ spoke these words knowing Peter 
would deny Him. But, listen carefully to the rest of His 
words: “…when you’ve turned back,” He told him, 
“then strengthen your brothers.” Peter was able to turn 
back and repent of his sin because he knew God had 
done it all. God had called him into His Kingdom – and 
Peter knew God would keep him in His Kingdom – so 
that by God’s grace, he might one day inherit and be 
part of God’s eternal Kingdom of Glory. So it is also 
with you, my dear brothers and sisters. This is the very 
same means God uses today to call you into His King-
dom – and keep you there unto life everlasting. “It’s 
God who has made us for this very purpose, and has 
given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what’s yet 
to come.” If God does it all, the outcome is certain. 
That’s why you can be bold and pray, “Thy Kingdom 
come!” Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


