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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. If ever there was a man with a career 
crisis, it had to be the prophet, Jeremiah. Sent by God to 
proclaim the impending doom and destruction of the peo-
ple of Israel, Jeremiah wasn’t exactly one of the most 
“popular” preachers of his day. This was because God had 
placed a difficult, sharp-edged Word in his mouth. He said 
to him: “See today I appoint you over nations and king-
doms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” God knew this message wouldn’t be 
well-received by this people who were far more interested 
in peace and prosperity than in repentance and holiness. 
Hence Jeremiah bore the brunt of Israel’s rejection of 
God. Despised by his countrymen, Jeremiah had but four 
friends to his name. His preaching was ignored. His books 
were burned. He was thrown into a dry well, put into 
stocks, and publicly humiliated by his immediate superior 
– and all for doing nothing more than simply speaking the 
truth of God. 

Jeremiah bore in his own body, if you will, Israel’s re-
jection of God’s Word. You might even say he bore the 
cross of Christ, for whoever bears the Word of Christ must 
also bear His sufferings. Jeremiah knew what it meant to 
preach and pray under pressure. Listen again to a portion 
of this morning’s Old Testament reading: “O Lord, You 
have deceived me, and I was deceived; You are stronger 
than I, and You have prevailed. I have become a laugh-
ingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. For whenever I 
speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” For 
the Word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and 
derision all day long.” Had God responded to this down-
cast Prophet He might have said: “So, what did you ex-
pect, that the people would give you a standing ovation 
and the key to the city for preaching their doom and de-
struction?” 

The people of Israel, were looking only for safety and 
security. The only thing they were interested in hearing 
was how happy God was with them and how He would 
continue to protect them no matter how they lived their 
lives. They wanted to hear “peace, peace” – even though 
there was no peace. They wanted a preacher to make them 
feel comfortable, happy and secure – a man to boost their 
self-esteem and put a pious polish on the status quo. They 
wanted a prophet who would mind his own business and 
engage in harmless “God-talk” at the local Rotary club – a 
man who would look the other way as they sacrificed their 
children on the altars of Baal and prostituted themselves in 
the name of other gods. 

But the Lord, in His sacrificial, seeking love for sin-
ners, sends prophets and preachers to call men, women 

and children to repentance. And so Jeremiah was sent with 
God’s Word stuck in his mouth – a Word that burned in 
his heart and was like a fire in his bones – a Word which 
gave him no choice but to preach and not be silent. Even 
when Jeremiah decided he’d had enough abuse and ridi-
cule and would no longer speak in God’s name, he 
couldn’t stop the Word from coming out of his mouth, for 
it wearied him not to preach it. God would not allow Jer-
emiah to give up His preaching because God hadn’t given 
up on either His promise or His people. And so Jeremiah 
was compelled to preach, even though it brought him mis-
ery. People whispered behind his back and made a mock-
ery of his message. His so-called “friends” waited for him 
to slip up so they could silence him. Soon Jeremiah fell 
into a deep depression. He cursed the day he was born and 
the man who brought the news of his birth to his father. 
Still Jeremiah continued to preach, and in his daily prayers 
he pleaded for God to vindicate His Word. 

May I say we need more Jeremiahs today – even 
though undoubtedly they would be treated as badly as Jer-
emiah. Indeed, the Church Herself needs to be a Jeremiah 
in our world. The trouble is that most of us have mastered 
the subtle art of “accommodation.” We’ve learned the 
language of captivity and bowed our knees to the idols of 
our own day. The sharp, double-edged Word of Law and 
Gospel has become dulled in our mouths as if it were 
nothing more than a rubber toy sword. To our ears, Jere-
miah’s preaching sounds narrow, intolerant, unloving, 
harsh, dogmatic, depressing, rude, arrogant, bad for self-
esteem – and of course, detrimental to “growth.” 

The Church, sadly, has learned all too well the double-
talk of our culture – that way of speaking which offends 
no one, disturbs no one, causes no one to think, nor gives 
them reason to grieve over their sin and turn to God in 
repentance. Today we no longer speak of idolatry, we call 
it “multiculturalism” and “religious diversity.” Sexual 
perversion and immorality are labeled as “alternate life-
styles.” Neglect of the poor is called “self-preservation.” 
The murder of unborn children is called a “choice” – even 
a “right.” Fornication is called “living together.” Profanity 
and pornography are called “freedom of speech.” Covet-
ing our neighbor’s property, possessions, and income is 
called “ambition.” Squeezing employees for profit is 
called “good business.” Abuse of power is called “politi-
cal savvy.” Self-centeredness has been renamed “self-
esteem.” Sin is now seen as “personal freedom.” Evil is 
called good, and death is called life. 

When we speak that way, the Law is suppressed and 
the Gospel diminished. Without a proper diagnosis, there 
can be cure for what ails us. What need do we have of 



Good News if there’s no bad news? What good is a Sav-
ior, if there’s no death or damnation to be saved from? 
What value is the blood of Christ and His cleansing Word 
if we have no sin? But as Mark reminds us, if we say we 
have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
The Church’s sloppy speech, our failure to diagnose man-
kind’s sinful condition, and our reluctance to expose Sa-
tan’s lie all have made us co-conspirators and partners in 
the eternal death sentence of our fellow sinners. It’s as if 
we were hiking along a river trail, spotted a couple happi-
ly paddling a canoe down the river toward a huge water-
fall, and rather than trying to warn them of the danger 
ahead, we simply continued on our merry way, because 
we “didn’t want to upset or bother them.” 

Jeremiah upset and bothered people. He riled his supe-
riors in the priesthood and angered the people. While all 
the popular prophets preached peace and complacency, 
Jeremiah told the Israelites that God was about to take 
away their nation and destroy their temple on account of 
their idolatry – and that it would be 70 years before they 
would be able to return! But Jeremiah also preached that 
in spite of this judgment – as awful as it was – God’s mer-
cy and faithfulness would finally prevail as God promised 
– He would make a new covenant – He would give them a 
new heart and a renewed mind. Jeremiah stirred things up 
by speaking God’s powerful, Holy-Spirited Word. And in 
so doing he learned that where God’s Word preached in its 
truth and purity, there the holy cross will be – as well as 
trouble and opposition. 

But Jesus also said the very same thing when He sent 
His disciples out into the world to preach His Word. “A 
disciple is not above his Teacher,” Jesus told them, “nor is 
a servant above his Master.” As the world treats Jesus, so 
will it treat those who are sent by Him. If they called Jesus 
“Beelzebub” – which means “lord of the flies” – should 
the Baptized members of Jesus’ household expect any bet-
ter treatment? Jesus promises no comfortable, cozy Chris-
tianity – for dying and rising is never comfortable. The old 
Adam hates to die. So you shouldn’t be surprised when 
people are upset and offended with the Biblical truth that 
they can’t save themselves, and that their works count for 
nothing. Don’t take it personally if you suffer for bearing 
Christ and His Word. It has nothing to do with you, but 
everything to do with Christ who is in you. 

Yet we’re all still fearful, aren’t we? We’re still afraid 
to speak that Word which the Spirit of God has put in our 
hearts and on our lips. We fear the rejection of friends, the 
mockery of enemies, and the scorn of fools. On the one 
hand we want to be joined to Jesus – to be like Him – to 
have Him dwelling in and among us – but at the same time 
we don’t want to be treated like Jesus, or suffer like Jere-
miah and all the other prophets of God. In our fear Jesus 
speaks to us and says: “Don’t be afraid.” My Word will be 
vindicated. On the Last Day God’s “foolishness” will be 
seen for what it really is – divine wisdom. Christ, who 

once appeared weak and defenseless – and whose Church 
often appears impotent and irrelevant – will show itself 
arrayed in great glory on that Day when every knee will 
bow and every tongue confess Jesus Christ as Lord. Noth-
ing that is now concealed will not then be disclosed, and 
nothing now hidden will not then be made known. 

“And so,” says Jesus, “that Word of Law and Gospel 
which is whispered in your ear, you must proclaim with 
confidence from the housetops.” Now is the time for 
preaching and hearing, not seeing – for faith comes only 
by hearing. Consider how you hear the forgiveness of sins, 
but can’t see it. You hear of your death and resurrection in 
Christ through Holy Baptism, but all you see is simple 
water. You hear that in the Supper you receive the very 
Body and Blood of Christ, but all you can see is bread and 
wine. Still, God tells you that you have no reason to doubt 
or fear anything. You have no reason to fear death, be-
cause death can only kill the body – not the soul. And if 
your soul belongs to God, what can anything in this world 
do to you? The worst that can happen is that you die, and 
you’ve already done that in Baptism – that watery grave 
where you died in the death of Jesus and were buried in 
His grave. Your life is now hidden with God in Christ, so 
that nothing, including even your own death, can ever take 
you away from God’s love in Christ Jesus in whose nail-
scarred hands rest your life and salvation. 

“Do not be afraid,” says Jesus, “for you are of great 
value to God.” Two sparrows are sold for a single copper 
coin, a poor man’s sacrifice. And if one of those little 
birds cannot fall to the ground apart from the will of your 
Father, how much more you who were purchased “not 
with gold or silver, but with the holy, precious blood and 
the innocent suffering and death” of God’s Son? The 
blood of His only begotten Son is how much you’re worth 
to the Father! Ponder that the next time you gaze upon a 
crucifix. That’s how much your life is worth to God. The 
death of His own dear Son is the price He paid to make 
you His own. 

Nothing that happens to you, dear Christian, is by acci-
dent or whim – or because God isn’t paying attention to 
the details. Not persecutions, not suffering, not sickness, 
not rejection, not even your own death – nothing happens 
apart from the Father’s good and gracious will to save you 
in Christ. You are far too valuable to God for Him ever to 
deal lightly with your life. So do not fear, for the One who 
watches over your life knows even the number of the hairs 
on your head. No detail is too small for His attention – no 
sin too great for His forgiveness. He is the One who alone 
rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked 
one, and freely gives them life forever in the life and death 
of His Son – even our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


