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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Undoubtedly in your own mind 
you probably have a picture of what the ideal preacher 
ought to look like. One writer described him thusly: 
“He preaches exactly 20 minutes and never any longer. 
He condemns sin, but never hurts anyone’s feelings. He 
works from 8 in the morning till 10 at night doing eve-

rything everyone in the congregation thinks he ought to 
be doing. He makes $60 a week and manages his mon-
ey so well that he’s still able to wear nice clothes, buy 
good, solid theological books, have a nice family, drive 
a new car, and still give $30 a week to the work of the 
Church. He’s around 26 years old and has been preach-
ing for over 30 years. He has a burning desire to work 
with teenagers, and spends all his time with the older 
members. And finally, he smiles with a straight face 
because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seri-
ously dedicated to his work.” 

How do you suppose Jeremiah would have measured 
up to such a standard as this? Personally, I wonder if he 
would even be a pastor at all. What with his introverted 
personality I suspect many would consider him ill-
suited for the ministry in the trying days of the first 
years of the Twenty-First Century. After all, how many 
of you would want a pastor who complained all the 
time about how much effort it took for him to carry out 
God’s will – or who converted so few to the faith? But 
if Jeremiah was a pastor today in one of our LCMS par-
ishes, how do you think he would fare? If his call was 
to a small congregation, the people would be so happy 
to get a pastor they might not pay too much attention to 
his weaknesses – but even there he’d probably be like 
the proverbial square peg in the round hole. He certain-
ly would never have bought into some of the kooky 
“Church Growth” strategies of our day – and Jeremi-
ah’s preaching, far from being wishy-washy and politi-
cally correct, would have continued to be brutally hon-
est. Jeremiah understood that God had not called him to 
make people feel good, but rather to tell them the btutal 
Truth – and ultimately, by God’s grace, to save their 
souls for eternal life. 

If the truth were to be known, I doubt too many par-
ishes would be all that excited about having Jeremiah 
as their pastor. But then, I suspect there aren’t too many 
places where Moses, Elijah, or St. Paul would be wel-
come, either – in spite of the fact that each of these men 
– even with all their human frailties, weaknesses, and 

personality flaws – had been called and used by God to 
be His witnesses – indeed, called to be the pillars of His 
Church. Jeremiah particularly had been called to stand 
in the gap, so to speak – to proclaim God’s Law and 
Gospel to a people who had very little desire to hear it. 
And yet, for all of his God-ordained efforts there’s very 
little evidence that Jeremiah ever gained even a single 

convert to the faith! 

Is it possible to learn something from such an un-
popular preacher? It certainly is! It’s not only possible, 
but in fact, essential that we try to learn something from 
Jeremiah because he was a man who had been chosen 
to serve the living God – selected especially by the 
Lord Himself to proclaim the eternal truth of His Word 
– to impart His heavenly wisdom to a people who, just 
like us, were bogged down in the affairs of this world. 
Here in this parish our God-given mission is to spread 
the Good News of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for 
sinners – and part and parcel of that mission is that 
God’s Word has to be faithfully proclaimed so that 
many who hear it might become believers and receive 
God’s gift of forgiveness and eternal life. Like St. Paul, 
we are to preach Christ crucified, “to the Jews a stum-
bling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God.” Because in this task 
you and I stand on common ground with Jeremiah the 
prophet, it only seems reasonable that we would try and 
gain some wisdom and insight from him regarding this 
task of proclaiming the truth of God’s Word.  

There are three things Jeremiah teaches us here 
about what it takes to be a faithful witness to the Truth. 
First, he teaches that there are going to be perils along 
the road for those who proclaim this message. Second-
ly, he teaches that even more problems will arise in the 
lives of those who refuse to proclaim this message. And 
thirdly, he teaches that there’s a power from on high 
that enlivens those who desire to proclaim this. First, 
let’s consider the perils. Now Jeremiah complained to 
God a lot. In fact, if you look in the dictionary you’ll 
find that Webster defines the word, “jeremiad,” as a 
sad, mournful complaint. “I am a derision,” Jeremiah 
says – in other words, a laughing stock – “all the day, 
everyone mocks me.” You’ve been there before, ha-
ven’t you – wanting to witness to the Truth of God’s 
Word to someone, but filled with a fear of rejection – or 
a fear of being ridiculed? 
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I can still remember when I used to go out on evan-
gelism calls back in California in our home congrega-
tion. There were a great many times when I’d knock on 
the door with a silent, ungodly prayer on my lips, say-
ing, “Oh, Lord, please let them not be home.” No one 
likes to be laughed at or ridiculed for the sake of the 
Word. But at the same time we also know that a fear-
less proclamation of that Word will at times have its 
perils – sometimes rejection by others, and sometimes 
even disappointment with God on our part. When the 
seed of the Word is planted, we want to see it take root 
right then and there – but we have to realize that some-
times God’s timetable is far different from our own. 
Just as He chose Solomon to build the temple instead of 
David, there are times when God will choose someone 
other than you to be the instrument who brings the sav-
ing grace of His Word into another person’s life. 
Whenever you forget your place in God’s scheme of 
things it’s easy to be disappointed with God, because 
no matter how hard you may work, the bottom line is 
that salvation remains solely in God’s hands. On our 
own, we can’t produce the numbers we think we ought 
– even as our Lutheran Confessions so appropriately 
state, “through the Gospel and the Sacraments, God 
gives the Holy Spirit, who works faith, when and 

where He pleases, in those who hear the Gospel.” 

And so, you see – because God is the One who does 
the calling – there are going to be inherent perils to our 
proclamation of God’s truth. There’s the fear – not to 
mention the risk of being disappointed with the out-
come of our efforts. And either of these perils could 
easily lead a person to remain silent. But, as a child of 
our Heavenly Father, remaining silent ought never be 
an option. Look at what happened to Jeremiah when he 
said: “I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any-
more in His name.” Jeremiah had apparently had it, the 
perils, for him, were far too great to bear. He was tired 
and ready to pack it in. He was finished with the task of 
being God’s man. But it wasn’t long before Jeremiah 
discovered that there was a problem also with not pro-
claiming the Truth – for God’s Word was in his heart 
like a burning fire shut up in his bones. He was growing 
weary of holding it back – and in fact he no longer 
could do it. 

Just think about that! The word was in Jeremiah’s 
heart and he couldn’t hold it back any longer! Dear 
Christian, as God’s child, God has also planted His 
Word in your heart – a Word that’s living, vibrant, and 
alive. It’s that living Word in which you live and move 
and have your being. It’s that Word which compels you 
to care about – and to reach out toward the lost. It’s that 

Word which causes you to want to be a part of Christ’s 
Church and work here in this world – where God’s 
Word cannot be silenced in its task of delivering the 
message of Jesus Christ crucified for sinners – for in 
Christ’s Church, God’s Word burns like a fire in Her 
bones – a fire which must be free to do that for which 
God appointed it – that many might hear and be saved. 

As a Christian there’s no way you can silence your 
witness concerning Christ. Your family will see it – as 
well as your friends, co-workers and acquaintances – 
for you, says Jesus, “You are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house.” So, while there are perils to proclaiming the 
Truth, there’s an even greater problem when you don’t 
proclaim it. Consider for a moment where you’d be if it 
weren’t for God’s power from on high to assist you. 
And really, is there any greater comfort than for you to 
know God is there – not in some sappy, sentimental 
way, but in reality and in truth – in Word, water, bread 
and wine – as the very same One who died and rose 
again for us men and our salvation? 

Therefore when you pray that those to whom you 
should speak won’t be home, God Himself is there ab-
solving you. When your witness fails and God isn’t glo-
rified, Christ is there healing your wounds. When your 
lips are sealed and you can’t find it within yourself to 
speak the Truth, His Word will burn in your heart until 
it finally comes out. What sweet comfort His presence 
ought to give you – to know He’s with you always even 
to the very end of the age! If Jeremiah were here today, 
he might not be any more accepted now than he was 
then. He probably wouldn’t measure up to the standards 
of an ideal preacher – but none of that would matter in 
the least, for his message would still be exactly the 
same. He’d still be speaking about the perils of pro-
claiming God’s Truth – acknowledging the problem of 
not proclaiming that Truth – and praising God for the 
power to speak it. In other words, He’d still be preach-
ing sin and grace, Law and Gospel, Moses and Christ – 
because he could do nothing else. And as the people of 
God, my prayer is that you would all be listening again 
to the wisdom of that unpopular preacher – even as you 
listen to me – so that the Holy Spirit could continue in 
His work of strengthening you in your task – and, for 
Jesus’ sake, maintaining your standing in the kingdom. 
Amen. 

And the peace of God, which passes all understand-
ing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


