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Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. While 
browsing the bookshelves of Barnes & Noble a few 
years ago I distinctly remember running across a book 
with a rather provocative title:  “What If  Jesus Had 
Never Been Born?” According to the dust jacket, this 
book pointed out that regardless of what anyone might 
think about the life of Jesus, every segment of this 
world’s civilization for the past 2,000 years has been 
radically affected by Christ and His Church. From 
DaVinci’s “Last Supper” to Michelangelo’s Sistine 
Chapel, great artists and their work have drawn inspira-
tion from the life of Jesus. From medieval Gregorian 
chants, Handel’s “Messiah,” and the masterful melodies 
of Bach and Mendelssohn, Christ has left an indelible 
mark on the world of fine music. From the very begin-
ning until our own time Christianity has influenced 
countless works of literature. Even in the realm of poli-
tics, Christ has had a profound impact and effect – es-
pecially in these United States. What if  Jesus had never 
been born? The truth is: the world as we know it would 
simply not exist in its present form – and much of what 
we cherish would probably never have come to pass. 

It’s an irrefutable fact that Jesus Christ and Christi-
anity have had a overwhelming impact on our world. 
But the real question is this: Is all this information 
about Jesus true? Is He really “the Christ, the very Son 
of the Living God?” Is He really “the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life,” and that “no one comes to the Father ex-
cept through Him? Did He really and actually “bear 
our sins – and the sin of the entire world – in His body 
on the cross?” C.S. Lewis once opined that there are re-
ally only three possible ways to see Jesus. First, that He 
was who He claimed to be – the very Son of God. Sec-
ond: He was perhaps the craziest, most convincing lu-
natic in the history of the world – deluding Himself and 
others with His claims. Or third: He was the most clev-
er, successful con man who ever lived – only pretend-
ing to be who He claimed to be in order to further His 
own agenda, meglomanian dreams and desires. 

Dear friends, you and I, today we’re standing on the 
threshold of a totally new era – poised as we are at just 
a little over 16 years into the 21st Century. We’re all 
anxiously waiting to see what this 3rd millennium of 
Christianity has in store. And far from dying out – as 

many of the pundits of years gone by predicted would 
happen – the fact is that Christianity is still going grow-
ing, not so much here in the United States, but most es-
pecially on the continents of Africa, Asia, and Eastern 
Europe. When you consider how nearly 2,000 years af-
ter Christ’s death, over two billion of this world’s popu-
lation of seven billion plus classify themselves as Chris-
tian – at least nominally – it becomes readily apparent 
that Christianity must either be the greatest Truth on 
earth, or the greatest hoax ever perpetuated on man-
kind. 

As I’m sure you remember, St. Paul – previously 
called Saul before his conversion – at one time consid-
ered our Lord Jesus nothing more nothing than a here-
tic, a lunatic, and a con man. Saul hated Jesus and His 
disciples – so much, in fact, that he dedicated his life to 
the destruction of the Christian faith – a fact which he 
himself confessed with great shame. Prior to his con-
version, Paul was convinced that it was right and proper 
for him to do everything within his power to oppose 
and put down the name of Jesus. He was personally re-
sponsible for putting a great many of the saints of the 
Early Church in prison – and also for their death. When 
many of these confessors of the faith were brought to 
trial, Paul was one of those who anxiously cast his vote 
against them. Many was the time went from one town 
to another – journeying to the farthest regions of the 
empire – to persecute the followers of Jesus and have 
them tried for blasphemy. 

It was that very mission of hatred against Christ and 
Christianity that eventually placed Paul on the road to 
Damascus where his conversion would take place. In 
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles we read: “Saul 
was still breathing out murderous threats against the 
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if 
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether 
men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Je-
rusalem.” Paul was a wayward child of God who had 
been brought up in the Messianic faith of his fathers – a 
faith which had always before looked for the coming of 
the Savior. But, as John testified in his Gospel concern-
ing men like Saul: “{Christ} came unto His own, and 
His own received him not.” And even though admitted-
ly many did receive Christ, Paul was one of those who 



rejected Him and refused to believe He was the Messi-
ah. 

But what about our day? Do we not sometimes be-
have like Paul – acting like wayward children of God – 
straying from the faith, living ungodly lives, doubting 
and rejecting God’s Word – even turning to false doc-
trine on occasion when it makes us feel good, or when 
it answers questions about the nature of things that 
align themselves more closely with the way our Old 
Adam likes to view the world? How ought God act to-
ward such behavior and rebellion as we are often wont 
to display – with anger, with vengeance, with an out-
pouring of wrath, a desire to crush us, destroy us, and 
give us what we deserve? Lots of people believe that’s 
the way God operates. Indeed, as Paul traveled to Da-
mascus to persecute the Christians in that region, would 
it have surprised you all that much if God had opened 
the heavens and struck Paul down with a bolt of light-
ning in order to stop his murderous assault on the 
Church? 

But St. Peter says of God that “He is patient, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but that everyone to come to 
repentance” and faith. That’s why our Lord didn’t open 
up the heavens in anger directed toward St. Paul that 
day, but rather came in love – seeking him as one who 
was lost. In that very same way – when you go astray – 
our Lord cries out to you in love, calls for your return, 
and reminds you of His grace, mercy and steadfast love 
– all so that you might be comforted with the 
knowledge that our heavenly Father is waiting with 
open arms for you to return to Him, calling out to you 
in love and forgiveness, seeking your repentance, and 
reaching down from heaven into your death to grant 
you life everlasting in the wounds of His Son.  

And this He does by means of His Word, “which is 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.” He does this in Holy Baptism, which St. 
Paul reminds us is a “washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit.” He does this in His Holy Supper, the 
Medicine of Immortality, which is able to strengthen 
you in the faith. He does this in Holy Absolution where 
He announces to you – through the mouth of your pas-
tor – that all your sins have been forgiven. Just as Jesus 
Himself reached down from heaven to begin the con-
version St. Paul – a task completed a short time later by 
Ananias, whom God sent to Paul in order that he might 
hear God’s Word and be converted and Baptized – our 
Lord Jesus is still reaching down from heaven into the 
lives of His children so that He might convert them to, 
and sustain them in, the faith. And Just as Christ once 
called out to Paul from the heavens, even now He is 
calling out to you! 

So, what if  Jesus had never been born? That’s still 
the question before us. The real significance, and the 
truly profound impact of our Savior’s life, is not to be 
found in art, music, literature or history, but rather in 
the lives of individuals such as Paul, you, and me – for 
the bottom line is that our Lord Christ came not so 
much to transform the world as to transform those who 
live in it – even though on the Last Day our world will 
be transformed as well. “I tell you the truth,” says Je-
sus, “whoever hears My Word and believes Him who 
sent Me has eternal life – and he will not be con-
demned. He has crossed over from death to life.” 
Again, Peter writes: “We didn’t follow cleverly invent-
ed stories when we told you about the power and com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses 
of His majesty.” And friends, through Word and Sac-
rament, you likewise have become – in a sense – an 
eyewitness of His majesty – a majesty seen not so much 
in His impact on art, music, literature and history, but 
in your very own life and existence! 

What if  Jesus had never been born? The Good News 
is you don’t have to consider that possibility – which 
isn’t really a possibility at all! You know from Holy 
Scripture that “God so loved the world that He gave his 
only-begotten Son, so that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life” – that “God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through Him,” and that “whoever 
believes in Him is not condemned.” That, dear child of 
God, that is the true impact of the life of Jesus of Naza-
reth on this world and people. Your sins – in Christ – 
have all been forgiven and forgotten, never to be held 
against you again. Because God has given you the gift 
of faith, you now have confidence that you are already 
living forever. And this Gospel Paul preached isn’t 
something that was made up by man. Paul didn’t re-
ceive it from any man, nor was he taught it by men – 
rather, he received it by a direct revelation of Jesus 
Christ – so that also in our own day, through the divine-
ly-ordained means of Word and Sacrament, God is still 
graciously revealing Himself to the people of this world 
as the very Son of God, the Savior of mankind – so that 
believing we might have life in His name. God grant it 
always for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


