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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Of all the things in our mod-

ern society we no longer understand, love is probably 

at the top of the list – but that’s not because there’s 

no love in our world. People are still “falling in love” 

just as they always have. We all love the members of 

our families, friends – and maybe our jobs, or other 

things in life. But that kind of love isn’t what’s being 

spoken of here in this text. What Paul has in mind 

here when He speaks of God’s love is something en-

tirely “other” than what you and I know as love. 

God’s love isn’t a response to some quality in us – 

such as when our hearts are all aflutter – rather God’s 

love is entirely independent of one’s looks, character, 

talents – or even their spiritual maturity. 

The love of God is something “other” than words, 

emotions, or feelings. It’s the activity of God – from 

eternity – in His resolve to send His Only-Begotten 

Son to live, die and rise from the dead for us poor 

sinners and for our salvation. It’s the eternal progres-

sion of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son to 

live inside you, and to show you the salvation of God. 

It is the very foundation and essence of life with God 

– the very thing which bestows on us so great a salva-

tion – which causes us to live our lives in response to 

God’s love by demonstrating that same love toward 

others. It is this “something other” love of God that 

shapes your understanding of who you are – and how 

it will continue to be the moving force behind every-

thing you do as a child of God. 

Listen again to what Paul has to say about this 

“something other” love of God: “Very rarely,” he 

says, “very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 

though for a good man someone might possibly dare 

to die.” Speaking in earthly terms, Paul is saying that 

more often than not your willingness and desire to 

love and serve others will probably be tied to the val-

ue you place on them. If you see a person as having 

value, you might be willing to give up something of 

yourself for their benefit. You might even be willing 

to die for that person. A few years ago we had a good 

example of this right here in our congregation when 

Carol Diaz’ sister willingly donated one of her own 

kidneys to Carol so that she might live. Rarely, Paul 

reminds us, would any of us even give half a mind to 

doing something like that for someone we think very 

little of. 

You see, the fact of the matter is that all of us all 

have a tendency to put price tags on others. The value 

you place on them will vary depending on your esti-

mation of their worth – but your willingness to go out 

of your way for them will be tied to the value you 

place on them. But you aren’t alone in this struggle. 

Pastors often wrestle with this very thing, and we 

have to fight the urge to put price tags on our mem-

bers – and as you probably know, we aren’t always 

successful. Those of you who are parents – surely you 

know the struggles you go through in raising your 

children – how tempting it is to love the nice, com-

pliant child more than the one who gives you all the 

trouble. Children have to fight the urge to show more 

love to the parent who’s less demanding and more 

easy going. And as we’ve all seen in the violence 

which often pops up in schools, students have to 

wrestle with the knowledge that they need to love the 

oddball and the outcast every bit as much as they love 

those who are popular. And the list could go on, and 

on, and on! 

Whether it’s at home, at school, at work, at 

Church, or wherever, we each have our calculators at 

the ready as we look for new and better ways to fig-

ure out the value of our fellow human beings. You 

can deny it as much as you want, but that’s the way it 

is in this sin-damaged human community we’re all 

part of. That’s why I give thanks to God every day 

that His love for us is “something other” – even as St. 

Paul testified when he wrote: “But God demonstrates 

His own love for us in this: While we were still sin-

ners, Christ died for us.” This is a trustworthy saying 

you would do well to remember. If you have to, write 

it down and hang it up every place where you might 

daily have opportunity to see it – Your Lord loved 

you while you were still a sinner! 

St. Paul reminds all of us here that before Christ 

came into your life you were powerless, ungodly, and 

an enemy of God! But the beauty of God’s love is 

that He loves to love those who are powerless. He 

loves to shower His love on those who are entirely 

unable to pay Him back – on those who are unable to 

perform with perfection. He loves to love those who 
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are ungodly, who have no compassion within them-

selves – no holy living, and no piety. He loves to love 

His enemies. He loves to love those who are actively 

opposed to Him and His purposes for the people of 

this world. 

The love of God, then, is “something other” than 

what you are likely to experience in your day to day 

living. The love of God is independent of any value 

He might find inside you. God loves because it’s His 

nature to love – for, as the Scriptures everywhere at-

test, “God is love.” It’s the love of God in Christ that 

constrained Paul to do the things he did, even though 

– like us – he was powerless, godless, and an enemy 

of the cross. No wonder Paul could say that the great-

est gift of all is love, for he knew – as you ought to 

know – that nothing shapes a person like the love of 

God in Christ Jesus. 

Sadly, however, I’m afraid most of us have had 

our understanding of God’s love shaped by our expe-

riences with human love. How many times in parent-

child relationships, for instance, has love been used 

as a tool to shape behavior? How many times do par-

ents give their children the impression that the 

amount of love they receive is dependent on how well 

they behave? Unfortunately, lots of parents try to ma-

nipulate and motivate their children – knowingly or 

unknowingly – by use of this method. But children 

can do the same thing to parents with their threats 

that if the parents want the child to love them they’d 

better give them what they want! And this game isn’t 

limited to parents and children. We all play it from 

time to time with and against others. 

But the soil of this kind of love will never give 

root to those who are mature in their faith and disci-

pleship, for this is the soil of fear – and where there is 

fear, Scripture says, true love can never grow or 

thrive. To the contrary, Paul writes: “Perfect love 

casts out fear” – and perfect love is this, that “at just 

the right time, Christ died for the ungodly” – and, 

“while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” The 

love of God, dear Christian, is found only in the hard 

wood of the cross upon which our Lord Jesus shed 

His lifeblood for the sins of the world. This alone is 

the perfect love which casts out fear and worry – a 

love which will not and cannot change. It’s a once-

and-for-all accomplished fact of history which cannot 

be altered. The person who desires to grow into a ma-

ture disciple of Christ first has to be rooted in the soil 

of God’s love – in which his faith is trained to look 

always to the cross – from which God’s perfect love 

casts out all fear and doubting. 

In the cross you can see how dearly God loves 

you. In the cross you see how valuable you are to the 

Father – so valuable that He was willing to surrender 

His Only-Begotten Son to be brutally murdered so 

that you might receive the forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life. If you were told to surrender your only 

child to be killed else the entire population of Clay 

County would die, you’d probably say, “Are you kid-

ding! I know some of those people and they aren’t 

worth the blood of my child. Let ‘em die!” 

But that isn’t God’s way. He gives because He 

loves with an everlasting love. While we were yet 

sinners – ungodly, powerless, even His enemies – 

God sent His only begotten Son to suffer and die in 

our place. That’s why God’s love is “something oth-

er” – the very thing which can cause you to grow in 

faith toward God and in service toward one others – 

so that rooted in His love, you can freely love and 

give to others, even as you have received. Indeed, 

that’s the very issue Paul was addressing in Ephesians 

5 where he wrote: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as 

dearly loved children, and live a life of love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fra-

grant offering and sacrifice to God.” 

The worth of others isn’t what moves you to do 

what you do in this life, but rather the love of Christ 

who gave Himself up for you and your salvation. 

Rooted in this love, God enables you to freely give of 

yourself to others. And in this spirit the prayer of St. 

Paul for the people of God has now become my pray-

er for you  “…that you, being rooted and established 

in love, may have power, together with all the saints, 

to grasp how wide, long, high and deep the love of 

Christ is – and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God.” Amen! 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


