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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Judging by the reaction of the 
Apostles in this morning’s Gospel, I’m sure none of 
you will have any trouble imagining how magnificent 
the Jerusalem Temple was during the time of our Lord’s 
life and earthly ministry. Indeed, it was more magnifi-
cent than anyone living today could ever imagine in 
their wildest dreams. The massive stones of the Temple 
precepts were cut by hand from beautiful white marble 
adorned with precious gold. Some of the stones in the 
Temple were as large as a semi-trailer. To be sure, the 
Temple would have been an equal match for any of the 
pyramids of Egypt – and was rightly considered one of 
the great wonders of the world. 

However, as Jesus moved through the Temple prop-
er and out through its massive doorways, He turned to 
His disciples and spoke these words: “Do you see these 
great buildings?” He said, “Not one stone shall be left 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” Those 
words must surely have stung the ears of the disciples 
when they heard them. After all, the Temple was the 
heart, soul and center of the Jewish faith. Not only was 
the building itself amazing to behold, but even more 
importantly, the Temple was that place where the 
priests of Israel went to offer up the sacrifices which 
God Himself had commanded. How could Jesus – or 
anyone who claimed to be a Prophet of the Most High 
God, for that matter – dare to criticize the Temple? 

What these men had forgotten was that from the be-
ginning God’s command for the sacrifice of sheep and 
goats was to direct His people forward to a far more 
important Sacrifice – to the Sacrifice of His Son on 
Calvary’s cross for the sin of the world. As this morn-
ing’s reading from the letter to the Hebrews reminds us, 
the Temple priests may have come every day offering 
up their sacrifices, but none of their sacrifices could 
bring eternal forgiveness. Their only purpose was to 
offer up a preview of the death of the Lamb of God, 
who would take the whole world’s sin upon Himself. 
Yet, sadly, even though the long-expected Savior had 
finally arrived, He was rejected by the majority of His 
own people. After so many long centuries of waiting, 
the Jews, by and large, had missed the point of their 
own history and faith. 

Rather than looking to the sacrifices of the Temple 
as a Gospel proclamation of the Savior’s long awaited 
coming, these unbelieving Jews had come to view those 
sacrifices only as a way of pleasing their God. Since 

they had long ago rejected the Messiah and His coming, 
all that remained was the outward keeping of the sacri-
ficial Law – which they had come to regard as the 
source of their salvation. But are you and I not guilty of 
the very same thing? How often do you come here to 
this place, not to receive the blessings of God, but to 
please Him with your behavior? How often do you step 
up to this Altar, not because you know you need the 
forgiveness Christ’s Body and Blood here offers, but 
because you wonder what others will think if you don’t 
come? And how many of you come privately any long-
er to confess and hear Absolution for all those sins you 
know and feel in your heart – or is it that in this mod-
ern, enlightened age you no longer have any need to 
hear God’s forgiveness spoken to you directly? 

Like the Jews of Jesus’ day, you must not let the 
shadows of the Temple block your image of God’s Son. 
You are also in bondage to sin, and only God can deliv-
er you. There is no sacrifice of man by which a person 
can merit forgiveness. Christ alone has done it all. Eve-
rything else – including the Temple – will be left de-
serted, desolate and torn down – even as the sacrifices 
of the Temple itself were brought to a Divine, screech-
ing halt in the year 70 AD, when the Roman armies de-
stroyed the city of Jerusalem. To this day the Temple 
has never been rebuilt – and the sacrifices have yet to 
be reinstated. But even if someone were to rebuild the 
Temple – and once more started offering the Old Tes-
tament sacrifices – it would all be for naught. Because 
the forgiveness of sins is an already-accomplished fact 
– a done deal. There need be no further sacrifice other 
than the one Christ already made on Calvary’s cross 
over 2,000 years ago! 

Jesus Christ alone, you see, He stood the test of sin 
and death – and only those who stand firm in Christ 
will survive until the end and be saved. Forgiveness and 
salvation are to be found nowhere else but in Him – not 
in the massive stones of the Temple – not in the good 
works you or any other saint may have done – but only 
in the Sacrifice of Jesus. For in Him all things are com-
pleted. Sin has been forgiven. The need for sacrifice has 
ended. Now to be sure, we live in a sinful world, and so 
all of us must suffer the consequences of sin – wars, 
rumors of wars, earthquakes and famines. One never 
has to wait very long for the yearly arrival of hurri-
canes, flooding, wildfires, and other natural disasters. 

And even now – as we face an enemy unlike any 
we’ve ever faced before – nations continue to rise up 



against other nations, and war could break out at any 
moment. Since our first parents fell into sin, death and 
destruction have been an integral part of our human ex-
istence. Doctor Luther – when his mind was clouded 
over with the tribulations of his own day – was said to 
have believed the world would last perhaps only anoth-
er one hundred years, at most. But in truth, Christians of 
every age – from the time of the Apostles to our very 
own day – have looked for Judgment Day to arrive, for 
the signs of the end have been with us all along, and 
always will be. These signs should keep you ever mind-
ful of your own sin, of your need for Christ, of the 
knowledge that this present age is coming to an end, 
and that salvation is right around the corner. Even as 
labor pains alert a woman to the time of her delivery, so 
the pains of this life remind us that one day God will 
give birth to a new heaven and a new earth. 

Thus, even common sense should tell you that to 
place one’s hope in anything other than Christ is utter 
foolishness. For just as the massive stones of the Tem-
ple were finally “thrown down” and demolished, so also 
will all the things of this earth eventually be thrown 
down and destroyed. Kingdoms will rise and fall – na-
tions will come and go – buildings will be built up only 
to collapse – and even the most powerful of people will 
eventually have to die. The good works of today will be 
given over to the wickedness of tomorrow. And yet our 
Lord Christ alone stands head and shoulders over eve-
rything and everyone. 

Still, even though we know this is true, we often end 
up drifting. We allow ourselves to be led astray – to 
build on shifting sand rather than Christ. Our sinful 
human nature tells us that we have to earn God’s favor 
and forgiveness. Perhaps this is what feeds and fattens 
the pocketbooks of those whose only desire is to lead 
you away from Christ – as false prophets try to tell you 
“how to get miracles from God,” how to earn your way 
to heaven, or how to make yourself the center of the 
universe. And not even all who use the name of Jesus to 
promote their cause are worthy of your attention – for 
there are many who claim to be Christian, but in fact, 
know nothing about Christianity at all! There are the 
Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who reject Je-
sus as very God of very God – and many others who 
purport to preach Christ as Savior, but at the same time 
teach that in order to be a Christian you have to dress a 
certain way, listen to a certain kind of music, or shop 
only at certain stores. And the list of errors they pro-
mote in the name of Jesus – but without the support of 
His Word – goes on and on and on. 

But none of these things are the Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior who has given you His Holy Spirit and 
made you to be His child in the waters of Baptism. He 
alone is the One who has made you what and who you 

are, and you dare not allow anything or anyone to di-
vert your attention away from the Cross and Sacrifice of 
our Savior. But how are you able to stand firm in Christ 
and resist the temptations of those who would lead you 
astray when those temptations at times seem so entic-
ing? The answer is actually surprisingly simple. You 
stand firm by going where Christ has promised to pro-
tect you, and by hiding in the bosom of His Church, 
where He has sworn to guard you against even the 
powers of hell itself. Here is where our Lord has prom-
ised to personally come to you in Word and Sacrament 
to grant you His faith and forgiveness – and most im-
portantly, to exchange your sin and death for His life 
and salvation. 

Beginning already with the Twelve, Christ has con-
tinued to send Pastors into His Church and out into the 
world. In Baptism God has buried you with Christ in 
His death. And as that water of life was applied to you 
in the name of Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, you were killed. But, as you emerged from that 
water, you were given a new life as a child of our heav-
enly Father – a partaker of His life and salvation. 
Throughout your life in Christ’s Church you have heard 
the gentle voice of Jesus granting you forgiveness and 
assuring you of God’s peace, as the promise of for-
giveness was spoken into your ears by the one called to 
be your shepherd. And finally, in the Holy Supper, you 
receive again and again the eternal sacrifice of Christ’s 
very body and blood – crucified for you for the for-
giveness of your sins. Here in Christ’s Church is where 
you find your life, refuge and peace – all in the blood of 
Christ Jesus, God’s Son. 

The Church doesn’t stand on massive stones like the 
Temple, nor is she girded by concrete and steel. Rather, 
she rests solely upon the Ministry of Christ and His 
Gospel. Dear Christian, the magnificent Temple in Je-
rusalem been replaced with you – with you – the people 
of God – the Body and Bride of Christ our Lord. You 
are the “living stones” by which the Ministry of Christ 
is built into a spiritual Temple – with Jesus Himself as 
the Chief Cornerstone. As the Temple of Christ, you are 
to go about your life wherever God has placed you – to 
proclaim the praises of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light – of Him who has 
brought you out from the uncertain hope of this dying 
world to stand firm in the life of God’s own dear Son. 
You are the living stones and the spiritual Temple 
which have become the Church of Christ to proclaim 
His salvation wherever you go. And it will always be so 
for His name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


