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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. The Pentecost season is slowly 

winding down and before you know it will soon be 

drawing to a close. The Pentecost season – the longest 

of the Church year – is the season known as the life of 

the Church. It’s the season which focuses on the work 

of the Holy Spirit – both in the Church as well as in the 

lives of her saints. It’s in the four Gospels where we 

find most clearly the proclamation of Jesus Christ as the 

Lord of the Church and the Lord of her people. And it’s 

in the Gospels where we find Jesus as the Only Begot-

ten One set forth as He who came to act on behalf of us 

poor sinners through His life, miracles, suffering, death, 

and resurrection. 

It’s in these Gospels where we oftentimes find Jesus 

portrayed as the Teacher, as our Rabbi, as the One who 

alone is able to instruct us in all righteousness. And 

such is the occasion in today’s Gospel. Here Jesus re-

minds His disciples that they are to beware of the 

Scribes. But why? The reason they are to beware of the 

Scribes is because the Scribes look the part of the holi-

ness which those who seek true religion are often look-

ing for. According to worldly standards they appear on 

the outside like true holiness – that is according to way 

most of us usually think about holiness. But the Scribes, 

says Jesus, are far from true holiness according to 

God’s standards. The Scribes, it seems, were notorious 

for binding people’s consciences, and yet almost every-

one in their day still considered them the gold standard 

of holiness to be followed without question. Everyone 

thought they should listen to their teachings and ob-

serve their ways. But one thing they lacked, said Jesus – 

the most important thing of all. They lacked love and 

compassion. 

Now certainly we all know that the Old Testament 

had a great number of rules and regulations – lots of 

rules and regulations. It had laws that were to be fol-

lowed to the letter. But there was more to this Jewish 

system than just how closely its laws were to be ob-

served. Indeed, Jesus points out that fact quite clearly in 

Matthew 23:23, where He says: “Woe to you, Scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 

and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 

the Law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.” This is an 

extremely important verse, because it gives us a valua-

ble insight into the Gospel reading appointed for this 

morning. 

I want you to notice how Jesus speaks to the Scribes 

and Pharisees about the “weightier matters” of justice, 

mercy, and faithfulness. It was the prophet Micah who 

also spoke in similar fashion when he wrote: “God has 

told you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God?” Our Lord Christ 

was reminding His disciples that the Scribes were so 

focused on their own gain and their religion’s gain that 

they were willing to devour widow’s houses. They 

would meticulously make sure that they gave a tenth of 

everything they owned – right down to the spices in 

their cabinets – while they allowed the widows under 

their care to be cast out of their homes onto the street 

because they couldn’t afford to pay the upkeep and 

rent! And that leads us to the widow and her offering in 

this morning’s Gospel text. 

Of course you are all undoubtedly aware that this is 

a well known text that’s preached about quite often – 

incorrectly, I might add – as a stewardship sermon us-

ing this widow as an example of how we all ought to 

give sacrificially to the work of the Church. Most often 

you are likely hear pastors preach this account in such a 

way that you go away thinking that we should all be 

like this widow. It’s true that some may say that the ex-

ample of this widow is that it shows her heart, that is, 

her faith, and that Jesus is simply saying we all ought to 

imitate this widow’s giving in our hearts and attitudes. 

But you dare not lose sight of the fact that not only is 

this widow’s heart of a certain disposition, but that she 

also carries out that disposition by giving away her very 

last penny. So if you think that this is the point of this 

Gospel, then you have failed miserably to understand it 

at all. If it’s the case this widow is being held up by Je-

sus as an example to follow then she is nothing but 

Law. Her example only shows you your failures of 

heart and action. Do you think that’s Jesus’ intention? 

I say rather that you have to look at the big picture of 

the Gospels in order to rightly understand this particular 

reading. The question you have to ask yourself in look-

ing at this widow and her most generous offering is 

this: Do the Gospels exist only to tell you what you are 

to do to achieve true holiness before God? Do the Gos-

pels exist only to tell you what you must do in order to 



earn God’s favor? Or are the Gospels instead given to 

the Church and her people to point us poor sinners to 

what Jesus Christ has done to save us since we cannot 

in any wise save ourselves? One must consider that here 

Jesus was coming down on the abuses of the Jewish 

system of laws and regulations – condemning the Phari-

sees, the Scribes, and anyone who seeks to imitate 

them, for abusing the system to line their own pockets 

and stroke their own egos. 

Consider how this poor widow gave away every-

thing she had in the world and that she now had nothing 

left off of which to live. Do you really believe that this 

is what Jesus wants from you? Remember, this woman 

was in the Temple, and that she gave all she had to the 

Temple treasury. The offering this woman gave was for 

the upkeep of the Temple. But the Temple treasury was 

also what the Pharisees and the Scribes used to line 

their own pockets. Do you really believe that Jesus was 

telling His disciples that this is how we should be – that 

we should give to the Temple treasury so as to line the 

pockets of others? Or was Jesus showing the disciples 

what the corrupt Temple treasury was doing to the poor, 

the widows, and the down-trodden? 

If you aren’t sure, then continue on to the 13th chap-

ter of Mark where we find Jesus walking with His dis-

ciples as they were exiting the Temple shortly after hav-

ing witnessed this widow giving away all that she had. 

One of Jesus disciples hadn’t understood the point Jesus 

was trying to make. That disciple thought Jesus was 

trying to teach them how they ought to emulate that 

widow, so the disciple said to Jesus: “Look, Rabbi, 

what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings.” 

That disciple still believed the Temple was where it was 

at. Like all the others, he hadn’t understood the true 

reason why Jesus’ had come into the world in the flesh 

through the womb of the Virgin. He and the others were 

still looking at Jesus and His teachings as a continuation 

of the Jewish Law demonstrating how one should live. 

So Jesus responded, saying: “Do you see these great 

buildings? There will not be one stone left upon another 

that will not be thrown down.” So much for the widow 

giving all she had for the upkeep and maintenance of 

the Temple. And friends, this is precisely what you 

need to realize about yourself and the purpose of the 

Holy Scriptures. The Bible, you see, isn’t all about how 

you are to make yourself holy now that you’re a Chris-

tian. The Bible is all about Jesus, His suffering and His 

death – His righteousness for your sins, and nothing 

else. To return to what Jesus said to the Scribes and 

Pharisees in Matthew 23: “Woe to you Scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 

cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 

Law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.” 

In other words, the Scribes and Pharisees would 

have been better off if they had been reading the Old 

Testament seeking the love of God in the coming of His 

Christ. It would have been better for them had they 

rested in God’s love rather than trusting in their own 

good works and holiness. Jesus put it yet another way in 

His Sermon on the Mount: “Seek first the kingdom of 

God and His righteousness, and all these things will be 

added unto you.” The Scribes had ceased seeking the 

kingdom of God and had begun seeking all the other 

things of the world.  And as Jesus pointed out to His 

disciples in Mark 13, these earthly things are all going 

to pass away. 

The Gospel exists in the life of the Church solely for 

the proclamation of the day of salvation – that which 

comes solely according to God’s plan and design. Jesus 

Christ, dear Christian, Jesus Christ is your salvation. He 

alone is your only source of comfort. He alone is where 

you find justice, mercy, and faithfulness. He is the One 

who alone sets you free from the tether ropes of sin 

which have bound you up and refuse to let you free. 

God has made you to be holy through the blood of Jesus 

shed on Calvary’s cross and given to you as gift here in 

the Lord’s Supper, the Medicine of Immortality. And 

the reason Christ’s Church exists is to bestow all this 

upon you. 

That’s the reason our little parish is in existence. 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Kearney, Missouri is that 

place where God’s eternal home is being built up for 

you. God’s eternal home is being built up here in this 

place by the preaching of the Gospel. It is being built up 

every time someone is Baptized in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and every 

time you receive the Lord’s body and blood here in the 

Sacrament of the Altar. These are the things, you see, 

these are the things that belong to Jesus – the things He 

is sharing with all who are His own – the things He is 

using here in this place to bring His love, justice, mer-

cy, and faithfulness into the lives of His own. May it 

always be so for His name’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


