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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. For the past several months, 
we traveled with our Lord as He made His way to-
ward Jerusalem and Calvary’s cross where He would 
die for the sin of the world. From the Mount of 
Transfiguration where He resolutely set His face to-
ward that goal, He healed the sick, cast out demons, 
and preached the Gospel – all of which was accom-
plished and made possible by the presence of the 
Kingdom of God in His very own flesh and blood. He 
revealed Himself as the long-promised Messiah come 
to redeem His people from their sin. But His King-
dom and Kingship weren’t what the people expected, 
for His glory and throne were to be found only in His 
cross and Passion. His rule was not with a fist of iron, 
but with nail-scarred hands bearing the marks of our 
salvation. That’s the Kingdom He brings to you and 
me by His real presence in the flesh. As King, Christ 
has welcomed infants and young children into His 
kingdom – and blessed them by grace with His Spirit. 
He healed lepers, raised the dead, and given the blind 
their sight. 

And this Kingdom Jesus also entrusted to the 
stewardship of His servants – to the twelve Apostles 
first of all, but also to others who would follow. To 
these He gave His Kingly authority to heal the sick, 
cast out demons, preach the Gospel, forgive sins, and 
prepare the way for His coming in the flesh on the 
Last Day. But sadly, many for whom our Lord Christ 
and His servants came with healing and forgiveness 
resented His authority and rejected His Kingdom – 
men such as the chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees – 
men who should have been pointing people to Christ 
as the Fulfillment of all God’s promises, but instead 
chose to petition Pilate to put Him to death, saying: 
“We do not want this Man to be our King!” 

So you see, today’s Gospel isn’t so much about 
your God-given possessions and talents – nor about 
your stewardship of these various gifts – but rather 
about the Kingdom of God in Christ Jesus which He 
was about to receive on our behalf at the completion 
of His journey to the cross. Like every other Parable, 
today’s Gospel also speaks of Him, His kingdom, His 
servants, and His citizenry – of which you also be-
long by grace. This is a Parable of Christ’s Kingship 
achieved upon the cross, established in His Church, 

and faithfully administered by His called and or-
dained servants through preaching and the Sacra-
ments. 

The Nobleman in this Parable is Christ, “who for 
us men and our salvation came down from heaven” – 
who journeyed from His Father’s presence in glory to 
be crucified on a cross so that He might obtain a 
kingdom “for Himself” – but more importantly, for 
our benefit, so that He might share with us all the 
riches of His Divine life and salvation. Even though 
this was already His by right as the Only Begotten 
Son of the Father, Christ willingly chose to become 
like us so that we might become like Him. He could 
have conquered His enemies by force and established 
His kingdom on earth. Ten thousand legions of an-
gels and archangels would gladly have accomplished 
that feat if that had been His wish. But that also 
would have meant you, I, and everyone else would 
have been destroyed as well – for we are all sinful 
and unclean, and there is none righteous among us, 
no, not even one. Yet the fact remains that while we 
were still His enemies, Christ Jesus suffered and died 
to save us! 

By His death rather than ours, our Lord estab-
lished not an earthly kingdom, but a heavenly king-
dom on earth – His one, holy, Christian, Apostolic 
Church. And over this Church He placed those who 
are to serve as He served – who are to administer His 
affairs by “doing the business” of His Church – first 
by extending God’s forgiveness to sinners, and sec-
ondly by loving service to their neighbors in response 
to that love. So, considering that this is God’s desire 
what should it mean for you to know that God wants 
you to “invest” in His Kingdom? Most importantly, it 
means that the Crucified One must first be your King 
– and that you must also receive the ministry of His 
servants as they preach His cross and resurrection, 
Baptize in His name, absolve you of your sin, and 
feed you with Christ’s very own body and blood. By 
humbling yourself in repentant faith to receive Christ 
Himself in these gifts of grace bestowed by those un-
der whom God has called to be your shepherd, you’re 
acknowledging God’s authority and submitting to His 
rule of Grace. That’s what it means to be a citizen in 
Christ’s Kingdom – to receive His gifts as you live 
by and under His forgiveness. 



  

Having thus received Christ as King and living 
under Him in the Kingdom of His Church, you are 
now to exercise the stewardship of the gifts and “tal-
ents” He’s entrusted to your care: faith, hope, love, 
your various skills and abilities, your riches, and the 
vocation you’ve been given – and all so that they 
might be used to the glory of God and for the benefit 
of your neighbor. But how often – sad to say – have 
we shucked this yoke of service like the high priests, 
scribes, and Pharisees, and ended up wanting nothing 
to do with this King and His rule? Do we not realize 
that when we think of Him as a harsh King and Ruler 
– and don’t want to live, love, and serve as He does – 
that we’re handing Him over again to be crucified? 
It’s only by His divine grace and mercy that we 
aren’t cast into the outer darkness where there is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, but instead, called to 
faith by His Word and Spirit so that our life might be 
found in Him. 

Dear Christian, a Day of Judgment is coming for 
those who persist in their faithless rejection of Christ 
– a day when they will be sentenced to eternal death 
and damnation – and thus be given precisely what 
they asked for – to “live” apart from Christ outside of 
His Kingdom. If they persist in their ungodly desire 
that He not reign over them, they will finally be 
granted their wish. But you and I, we’ve been called 
by the Gospel, enlightened by the Spirit with the gift 
of faith, and united with Christ in His Church. We are 
citizens of His Kingdom – by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Christ Jesus alone. And along with that 
citizenship – whether God has called you to be a pas-
tor, husband, father, wife, mother, son, daughter, 
worker or student – the Kingdom of God in Christ – 
in each and every case – is a loving rule of sacrificial 
service which endures the cross and its shame for the 
sake of others – and which, above all, freely forgives 
the sins of others by the grace and mercy of Christ. 

Thankfully, by this standard – which we daily fail 
to uphold because we are such faithless, wicked serv-
ants, misusing and abusing the gifts of God to serve 
only ourselves and our own sinful, selfish ambitions 
– our dear Lord Jesus still remains perfectly faithful. 
He continues daily and richly, to serve us with His 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness – and with His own 
Divine life and salvation. That’s why, with the 
Psalmist, we are to praise the faithfulness of the Lord 

both day and night – for it’s His work, not ours, that 
saves us! One day we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ to be judged according to the 
deeds we’ve done or failed to do in the body. Yet, if 
we were to be judged for our own “righteous deeds” 
– as the Prophet testifies – we would find all of them 
to be nothing more than filthy rags! But thanks be to 
God, He judges us solely on the merits of Christ, who 
alone is righteous and holy. His deeds are credited to 
our account, and we are judged holy because God has 
clothed us with Christ in Holy Baptism. 

Here, dear friends, here is where you can clearly 
see how faithful God is and how He doesn’t deal with 
us as we deserve – for by His servants He continues 
to cleanse and heal sinners by water and Word. He 
persists in absolving His children of their sins and 
feeding the citizens of His Kingdom with His body 
and His blood. And in spite of our sinfulness, weak-
ness, and failures, He still loves and serves our 
neighbor through our deeds and actions! Faith in 
Christ, which God works in us by the power of His 
Holy Spirit in the preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of His Sacraments, is a faith which 
can never be belittled because it lays hold of and re-
ceives Christ – and with Him all His gifts and bene-
fits. And this same faith will live a life of loving ser-
vice unto others – even as Christ has loved us – and 
as we each now live, love and serve others within our 
own proper vocation and place in life. 

Thus, in His own way, by His own means, and ac-
cording to His own good and gracious will, our King 
Jesus continues to love this world and still preserves 
it. And He has accomplished all this, not by threat of 
eternal death, but by allowing Himself to be executed 
in our place. To this very day He continues serving 
both us and our neighbor by and from His sacrificial 
death – so that in His resurrection and ascension, all 
repentant sinners might rise from the death they de-
serve by reason of their sins to live with Christ forev-
er in His Kingdom – serving Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as 
He lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most cer-
tainly true! Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


