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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. “The day Is coming,” says the Lord. 

“The Day is surely drawing Near.” What day am I talking 

about? Am I talking about Thanksgiving? No, nobody ac-

tually cares much about Thanksgiving anymore, except for 

the opportunity to eat turkey, watch football, and get a 

head start on Black Friday. And for those of you who 

might not know what Black Friday is, it’s the biggest 

shopping day of the Christmas season. But that’s not the 

day I’m talking about. Well then, Christmas that must be 

the day – and there are only 37 shopping days left until 

Christmas! Santa Claus has been seen here and there, and 

Christmas songs are already playing on the radio in some 

of the stores. But no, that’s not it, either. That’s not the 

Day I’m talking about. 

“The Day Is Coming,” says the hymnist. That’s the day 

I’m talking about: The Day of the Lord. The Last Day. 

The Day of Christ’s Return. The Second Coming. Judg-

ment Day. That’s The Big Day which is still to come. And 

it is coming. It could come at any moment. It could come 

very soon, maybe even this afternoon. Yes, the Day of the 

Lord, the Second Coming of Christ, this is the focus of 

today’s Scripture readings as we near the end of the 

Church Year and our attention is drawn once again to the 

end of human history as we know it. This is a far bigger 

deal than the anticipation of Black Friday, the release of 

the latest version of the Xbox, Play Station, even the new-

est iPhone or Galaxy smartphone. And while these things 

might be important for many of the people in our world, 

most seem completely oblivious to the fact that there will 

be an end to this old world, hence they walk around not 

paying any heed to what’s about to come. They’re walking 

around like the Walking Dead that they are. 

But not so with you, dear Christian! Not so with you. 

You are a Baptized believer, and our Lord’s will for you is 

that you be cognizant, conscious, alert, awake and aware 

concerning what’s in store as we draw closer to the Last 

Day. As I was examining this morning’s readings three 

points came to mind. The first point is that the Day is in-

deed coming, so you need to give it your utmost attention 

and be ready for it’s arrival. The second point is that you 

don’t want to become so obsessed with all this end-time 

stuff that’s parading around as truth that you end up ne-

glecting your daily vocation and responsibilities. And the 

third point is that as the Day draws near you are to lift up 

your head, for your redemption is drawing near. 

The first point then is that the Day of the Lord abso-

lutely is coming. And because this is true you need to give 

this Day the attention it deserves. You need to make sure 

you’re ready and prepared for it. Holy Scripture is filled 

with prophecies and passages about this coming Day of 

the Lord. We heard it a few moments ago in our reading 

from Malachi: “For behold, the day is coming, burning 

like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 

be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, 

says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 

root nor branch.” Here in the words of the Prophet our 

Lord leaves us with a vivid description of the final day of 

the judgment of this world and her people. That Day will 

be fearsome, ferocious and final. On that Day the wicked 

will be trodden underfoot. And on that Day the Lord will 

strike the unbelieving world with utter destruction. 

When the wrath of God descends on all sinners, that 

should certainly command everyone’s attention. When 

you hear how this looming day of judgment might be just 

around the corner, you might wonder how anyone will be 

able to escape. You might wonder what hope there is for 

you? Is there anything you can do to exempt yourself from 

this coming judgment? Well, there is nothing you can do. 

And to be sure, it’s not something anyone can do for 

themselves. Our help and hope is in the name of the Lord. 

And Malachi describes this quite clearly when he writes: 

“But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness 

shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leap-

ing like calves from the stall.” That sounds a whole lot 

better than being burnt to stubble, doesn’t it? Would you 

not much rather have the sun rising on you with healing 

rather than having its fire set you ablaze? Wouldn’t you 

much rather go leaping like calves from a stall, full of life 

and vigor, than to be trodden underfoot and struck with 

destruction? 

But how do you get from point A to point B, that is, 

from the Day of the Lord being a Day of judgment and 

destruction, to a Day of salvation, joy and righteousness? 

Listen again to Malachi: “Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prophet before the great and awesome Day of the Lord 

comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their chil-

dren and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come 

and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” The 

Lord will send Elijah, a preacher of repentance. And while 

that preacher of repentance is most often identified as 

John the Baptist, that great preacher of repentance who 

prepared the way of the Lord Jesus Christ, in reality it ap-

plies to all the preachers of God whose task it is to call all 

people to repentance. Because Christ is coming again, we 

all need to heed God’s call to repentance and faith so that 
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we might turn from our sins and turn to God for for-

giveness and life. 

The second thing we learn from this morning’s texts is 

that you dare not become so obsessed with all this end-

time stuff that you neglect your God given daily vocation. 

Paul tells us in his letter to the Church in Thessalonica that 

this was a big problem for many of them. The Thessaloni-

ans had heard Paul’s preaching about the return of Christ 

on the Last Day, and they had taken it to heart. But the 

problem was they went overboard with it. They reasoned 

that if Christ was coming again, perhaps any day, then 

what was the point of carrying on with their daily respon-

sibilities – like holding down a job, carrying for a family, 

and so forth? They said: “Hey, let’s all go up on a moun-

taintop, sing songs and wait for Christ to come and take us 

home.” “Not so fast,” Paul warned them in this Epistle. 

“Not so fast.” Jesus is coming again, but it might not be as 

soon as you think. So carry on with what you were doing. 

Christ is coming, but it might be a while. Get back to the 

work God has called you to do. Don’t neglect your every-

day vocation. There’s plenty of work for you to do until 

Jesus returns. 

“As for you, brothers,” Paul tells the Thessalonians – 

as well as you Kearnians and all those who live nearby – 

“As for you, do not grow weary in doing good.” There is 

much good for you to accomplish before our Lord returns. 

He may come tomorrow. He may come next week, next 

month, or next year, but then again, He may not come dur-

ing your lifetime. So, do what the Lord has given you to 

do. Carry out whatever vocation and work God has given 

you. Husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, children, workers, 

Church members, citizens or whatever – put your hand to 

the plow and do your work nobly and honestly. There are 

people in your life whom you will come across this week 

– people for whom you can be a blessing, people you can 

love and serve. There is the good work God has placed in 

front of you. Recognize those opportunities. Love those 

people in Christ, and at the point of their need. God will 

give you the strength to do it. Ask Him for help, and He 

will surely give it. 

And now we come to the third point from today’s read-

ings: The day of the Lord is the great hope of the Church, 

even in the midst of great affliction, so lift up your heads, 

for your redemption draws near. Yes, this coming Day – 

as fearsome as Scripture often paints it – this coming Day 

is a Day of salvation for all whose trust is in Christ. The 

Judge who is coming – though frightening to those who in 

this life refused to believe in Him – this Judge is also your 

Savior. This Judge is the One who died on the cross to pay 

for your sins and take upon Himself the judgment you de-

serve. This Judge, our Lord Jesus Christ, took upon Him-

self your judgment –  the wrath of God against sinners – 

so that this judgment would not fall upon you. Seek your 

shelter in the shadow and safety of His wings. Your ref-

uge, your place of safety, is in the mercy of God, under 

the outstretched arms of Christ on the cross. There no 

harm can befall you. 

Dear Christian, Christ died for you, then rose from the 

dead. And His resurrection is the foundation for your own 

resurrection – your victory over death and the grave. And 

the Day of His returning will likewise be for you rescue 

from the final destruction which is coming on this world. 

On that Day God will lead you into the age to come, the 

age of a restored creation and a redeemed people of God, 

at home in righteousness with Christ and all God’s people 

forever. This is the Church’s great hope, the return of 

Christ. And this, as a Christian, must also be your hope, 

the very thing that will see you through the hard times. 

And to be sure, there will be hard times. Indeed, some 

of you might be going through some of those hard times 

right now in one form or another. This world is a tough 

place to be for anyone, but this is especially true for Chris-

tians and for the Church. Just imagine the end-time signs 

Jesus spells out in this morning’s Gospel: religious decep-

tion, political upheaval and natural disasters – not to men-

tion all the aches and pains of growing older and the bro-

ken relationships we sometimes experience among family 

and friend alike. These are often difficult, painful times 

that might even cause one to despair and lose hope were 

Christ not near. 

This is why, in the last verse of this morning’s Gospel, 

Jesus encourages us with these words: “Now when these 

things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Or, as 

many of you may have learned it in the King James Eng-

lish: “Lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth 

nigh.” With these words, Jesus is saying to you: “All the 

bad stuff that you’ll experience in this world can weigh 

you down and cause you to lose hope. But don’t give up. 

Rather, look up! Soon you will see the Son of Man com-

ing on the clouds of glory – a glorious sight and a glorious 

Day for all who bear His name.” The Day of the Lord is 

coming, but do not fear. Instead, be courageous. Take 

courage. Take hope. Your Lord is coming to redeem you, 

and this is a promise you can hold on to with fullest confi-

dence. The Day of the Lord is coming – coming for you! 

Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


