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So Now, Go! 

Exodus 3:10 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 

November 10, 2019 – Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Reading through this morning’s Old 

Testament text it struck me, that out of all the things from 

God you and I have to be thankful for, the one blessing we 

most often overlook is that when God speaks, He always 

speaks simply, plainly and clearly, so that even little chil-

dren are able to understand Him. When He created the 

world, He simply said, “Let there be” – and it was! When 

He set down rules concerning how people are to treat both 

Him and one another, He did it through the use of ten 

simple Commandments. When God’s Son taught us how 

to pray, He gave us the plain words of what we now call 

“The Lord’s Prayer.” When our Lord Christ raised Laza-

rus from the dead He simply walked up to the grave and 

said: “Lazarus, come out” – and he did. 

Also, here in this morning’s text, when God wanted to 

save His people from Pharaoh, He called on Moses and 

told him: “Go!” Now Moses may not have liked what God 

was telling him – and he most certainly tried to make all 

kinds of excuses about why he shouldn’t have to go – but 

he understood full-well what God wanted. Even the mes-

sage Moses was told to deliver to Pharaoh was simple: 

“Let my people Go.” And Pharaoh didn’t like that mes-

sage either. To be sure, he had an even larger collection of 

excuses than Moses. But he couldn’t say he didn’t under-

stand that God wanted the Children of Israel to be set free 

from their slavery – and, in spite of Pharaoh’s Herculean 

efforts to thwart God’s plan, that is precisely what hap-

pened. 

But Moses’ encounter with Pharaoh wasn’t the last 

time he would hear God’s command to “Go.” In fact, just 

a short time later, as the Israelites were standing on the 

edge of the Red Sea – their slavery behind them, but their 

future still uncertain – with that vast body of water lying 

before them and with Egypt’s chariots closing in from 

behind – it happened again. God said to Moses: “Why are 

you crying to Me? Speak to the people that they may go 

forward.” So Moses spoke, the people went forward, and 

by God’s mighty power and the hand of Moses, the waters 

of the Red Sea pulled back, and the people passed through 

the water. God told them to “Go” – and they went. They 

probably had objections, questions, and excuses, but they 

went nonetheless. 

Reading through Holy Scripture, one thing you notice 

is the number of stories about people who – in faith – fol-

lowed God’s order to “Go.” Abraham was told to “go” 

away from Ur of the Chaldees to become the father of 

many nations. Then there was the incident where God told 

Abraham to “go” to a mountain where he would sacrifice 

Isaac, his son – his only son. God was only testing Abra-

ham, of course, but Abraham didn’t know that. And even 

though we would like to believe God would never have 

gone through with the sacrifice of someone’s only son, 

truth be known, He not only would, but did. On a hill 

called Calvary, only a short distance from where Abraham 

was to offer up Isaac, God watched as He told His Only-

Begotten Son to “Go,” and in love, save a people from sin 

and death who would only return hate to Him. 

“Go, be despised, rejected and crucified!” “Go, die a 

horrible death!” – simple enough instructions, though 

nearly impossible to carry out. Yet, that’s exactly what 

God’s Son did. So, while you might stand in admiration of 

Moses, or marvel at the faith of Abraham, you have fall to 

your knees before the Son of God – as, moved by His 

Spirit, you see the depth of His love and recognize how 

He went the way of the cross and there laid down His own 

sinless, spotless life so that you – with all your many sins 

– might through Him be forgiven. 

And look at what happened with our Lord’s disciples 

as they gathered on the Mount of Ascension and heard 

Jesus call to “Go!” They could have used the excuse that 

by going many of them would die by crucifixion, beating, 

stoning, beheading, or some other horrible way. They 

could have refused to go because their families might be 

split apart and their children left as orphans. They could 

have rightly objected against going by the use of any or all 

these excuses, but they didn’t – nor did they wait for more 

modern means of transportation and communication to 

come along to make their job easier. No, they went right 

then. Beginning in Jerusalem – and continuing to the far-

thest ends of the earth – they went bringing the Good 

News that all who believe in Jesus Christ and are Bap-

tized will be saved. 

Of course, if you want to find people who responded in 

faith to God’s simple command to “Go,” you aren’t con-

fined to the Bible. Martin Luther – when summoned to 

appear before the Emperor and the representatives of the 

Pope – didn’t ask questions or make excuses. He was so 

eager to go, in fact, that he replied, “If there were as many 

devils at this meeting as tiles on the rooftops, neverthe-

less, I want to go there.” And listen to what Dr. Walter 
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Meier, the first Lutheran Hour speaker, said at the open-

ing of his third season on the air: 

“I offer you in the name of the Triune God, not the 

Christ of present day compromise – the Christ of 

20th Century indifference – the Christ of modern 

doubt and denial – who has been lifted up in His 

humanity, only to be robbed of His deity – but I of-

fer you the Christ of the cross. My mission is the 

preaching of that cross on which our Savior died 

the blackest death in all of history. That Crucified 

Christ – the Son of God, yet Son of man – the all 

sufficient Savior, and Him alone, I offer to you in 

every message, every prayer, and every hymn of 

this mission.” 

Dr. Maier didn’t allow questions, doubts, reverses, 

cancellations, or finances to hold him back – because he 

knew God had entrusted him with the task of publicly 

proclaiming His Gospel. It was news that needed to go 

out. Souls were dying. Time was flying. And God had told 

him, “Go! Go take the Good News of Jesus Christ, cruci-

fied and risen, into the world!” And, through Dr. Maier, 

as well as through many of those who followed in his 

footsteps – the Holy Spirit touched countless hearts and 

souls as Christ was proclaimed boldly to many whose fu-

tile minds had been previously closed to the message of 

the Gospel. 

And so here again in this text when God told Moses to 

“Go” and free His people, he went –God providing the 

signs and miracles necessary to make that freedom a reali-

ty. As students of the Bible, of course we know Moses 

didn’t work alone. His brother Aaron became his voice – 

and helped hold up his hands in battle. Likewise, no pas-

tor ever works alone. Behind him are always the members 

of his congregation – as well as countless legions of 

Christians around the world – offering prayers, time, tal-

ents, and finances to support the work of God’s Church. 

But, even more importantly, behind the pastor stands the 

Lord – who has given both him and his people the com-

mand to “Go!” – and who promises to bless them in their 

going. 

Hence you have also been blessed with a God who has 

instructed you to “Go!” “Go out into the community of 

Kearney.” “Go out into all the world with the Gospel on 

your lips.” Why? Because there are still countless num-

bers of sinners like you and me who need to hear the 

Good News of Jesus Christ crucified. So, should you go, 

or should you look for excuses, give voice to your doubts, 

allow  questions to stand in the way of your going, or 

become like the tree that bears no fruit year after year, and 

is suitable only to be cut down? 

I once heard the story of two blind men who were 

making their way down the main street of a town. One 

groped along – his face twisted in dread – his hands out-

stretched in wild searching motions – his feet shuffling 

along the sidewalk for fear that if he raised them he’d fall 

to the ground. The other sped along – his white cane tap-

ping the ground as he walked – his feet moving steadily, 

and his head held high. It’s true that the one who was less 

cautious might stumble, fall, or incur some injury after 

bumping into a door or tripping on a crack in the side-

walk. But he is also the one who will pick himself up 

when he falls and go again. The other one, however – 

afraid of the unknown and filled with questioning and fear 

– isn’t likely to get very far, because all he’s able to see is 

potential disaster. Even at his best, the most he’ll ever do 

is shuffle along – fearful of what danger might lie ahead. 

For both, the darkness is lonely, and neither can see 

the future. They’re like Abraham, who didn’t know what 

God would do after telling him to “Go” sacrifice his son – 

like Moses, when God told him to “Go” free the Children 

of Israel – like Luther, who didn’t know what his oppo-

nents had planned – or like Dr. Maier who hadn’t the 

slightest idea what reaction the world have when his mi-

crophone went “live” for the first time. And yes, like you, 

who don’t know what will happen when you “Go” speak 

of your faith with neighbors, family, or friends. 

Looking back at all the many examples of how God 

sustains and empowers those whom He calls, it’s easy to 

be confident – for them. Abraham knew God would make 

it all work out. Moses knew God would give him the 

power of deliverance. Luther came to see how God would 

sustain him in the Reformation of His Church. And Dr. 

Meier found out that God would not let him down. And 

likewise you should also know, dear Christian, that God 

wants His orchard to bear fruit in our own time as well – 

that He will provide the power, the message, and yes, the 

means for you to accomplish His purposes. 

God has called you by the Gospel and enlightened you 

with His Gifts – and by the faith given to you through 

Word and Sacrament He will see it through with you to 

the end. Make no mistake about it, your faith won’t enable 

you to see into the darkness of the future – or to know for 

certain what might happen somewhere down the road. 

Faith, rather, is only the means by which God causes you 

to stride boldly into the darkness of the future trusting in 

the might, strength, and power of Christ. Faith is receiving 

from God’s hand what then causes you to go when He 

says, “Go” – what enables you with every step of your 

going, to proclaim to others that One to whom we all be-

long – and what causes you to give thanks to God that He 

has sustained you in your going – even when the going 

gets tough. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


