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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel we 

met a wealthy young man who had come on his knees 

to Jesus, calling Him “Good Teacher.” Then he asked 

Him a most profound question: “What must I do to be 

saved?” Now, I have no reason not to believe this man 

wasn’t utterly sincere. He doesn’t appear to be the kind 

of person who played at his faith one day a week the 

way so many do in our own day and age – the way you 

and I so often sadly do. He appears to have had an ac-

tive, lively faith – albeit wrong. He ran all his thoughts 

and actions through a faith-system he knew quite well – 

probably better than many of us know our own faith, I’d 

wager. But for all his integrity, he was still empty and 

uncertain. So he wondered out loud to Jesus whether or 

not he had done enough to be saved. 

That was when Jesus, with masterful precision, went 

right to the heart of the matter, saying: “You know the 

Commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adul-

tery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not 

defraud, honor your father and your mother.’” “Teach-

er,” he replied, “all these I have kept since I was a 

boy.” You see, there was no doubt in his mind that he 

had done all those things. Externally, no one could 

question his integrity. Yet notice our Lord didn’t com-

mend him! He didn’t say: “Well done, good and faithful 

servant,” because He knew that as long as this man be-

lieved he was good – as long as he believed he could 

keep both his word and God’s commandments – so 

long as he believed he was truly a man of integrity – he 

would never be who or what God wanted him to be. 

But in spite of that, Jesus still loved him enough to 

speak the truth to him – to dismantle the false belief 

system in which he had placed his trust. 

If this man had been married he no doubt would 

have been faithful to his wife and loving to his children. 

He would have been upright and honest. Yet, Jesus told 

him he had to do even more. He said: “Go, sell every-

thing you have, give it to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then, come follow Me.” That was 

when this man found himself face to face with the only 

One who can truly be said to have kept His promises to 

God. And what this young man discovered in this en-

counter with Jesus was that he didn’t measure up! In 

one fell swoop he found that he could not do what he 

had believed he could do. In one terrible moment he 

came to the terrifying, horrific conclusion that he was 

not who he had considered himself to be – a godly man, 

a man of integrity, a man who was able to keep God’s 

Commandments. And so he went away downcast “be-

cause he had great wealth.” 

This text, contrary to what many people think about 

it, isn’t about the evils of having money. It’s about the 

evil of thinking you can find any good in yourself be-

fore God. You and I, we need to know that if it’s im-

possible for a person who places his trust in riches to 

get into heaven, then it’s going to be just as impossible 

for someone who trusts in their own integrity, or how 

well they align themselves with “God’s will.” And be-

cause our Savior doesn’t want you falling into the trap 

of believing as this man did, He tells us all in no uncer-

tain terms: “If to you, being godly means being good, 

then you must be perfect even as my Father in heaven is 

perfect! If to you integrity means keeping your word, 

then you must start with the First Commandment. You 

must give everything away, follow Me, and have no 

other gods. If your hand, foot or eye causes you to sin, 

you must cut it off, or pluck it out. If you can’t leave 

home, wife, husband, brothers, sisters, father, mother, 

children or your livelihood to follow Me, then you need 

to know it’s more likely a camel will be able to pass 

through a needle’s eye than that you’ll ever enter into 

My heaven!” 

To those words a person can give only one response 

– the response of the Disciples: “Who then can be 

saved?” – for you know full well, don’t you, that you 

don’t love God enough to cut off your hands or feet, 

pluck out your eyes, give up your job, sports, enter-

tainment, friends or family to follow Jesus. And if you 

think you really love God that much, then I expect to 

see you every single Sunday from now on in worship, in 

Bible class – starting this very day – singing in the 

choir, and participating in everything else which is be-

ing offered here to build you up in the faith – or don’t 

you have the time? Don’t you love the Lord enough to 

give up soccer, baseball, basketball, Chiefs games, or 

your favorite TV show to participate in all the Church 

has to offer? These words, like the words Jesus spoke, 

are not intended to make you feel guilty or paint for you 

the definitive picture of what a real Christian’s life – 



your life – ought to look like. But they do illustrate the 

point that no matter how much you might think you 

love the Lord, there is always going to be something 

else that from time to time will seem more important. 

The bottom line is that the only good is God – and it’s 

only in the Savior that there is any hope for you, for me, 

or for anyone else to be what, by nature, we are not. 

In His Word and Commandments, you see, God 

doesn’t ask the possible of you, but the impossible! He 

doesn’t ask in the hope that somehow, some way, you’ll 

be able to do what He requires, but He asks so that you 

might utterly give up on the false notion that before 

Him you can be good enough. He speaks these words so 

that you might not place your confidence in who you 

are, or what you do – but so that all the more confident-

ly you might believe that it is God Himself who has 

become your only Source of goodness – and that in 

Christ He has made you to be what you are not. It’s 

Christ, not you, who left behind His Father, His home, 

and all the glory He had in heaven to sell it on a cross 

of wood for your soul’s salvation. He’s the One who 

allowed Himself and His whole being and life – not just 

His hands, feet or eyes – to be cut off in your place. 

He’s the One who scatters freely to the poor, making 

them what they aren’t – rich in grace and God’s for-

giveness. Though you stand before Him in the rags of 

your sin, through faith in Christ bestowed on you in Ho-

ly Baptism He has freely clothed you with His own 

robe of righteousness. Though we are all nothing but 

sinners, God looks upon you with love and calls you a 

saint. The best you do – though full of evil – He con-

siders perfect. Whatever Jesus is – pure, righteous, ho-

ly, and without sin – you have become. Your integrity 

is grounded only by faith in the ancient promise of God 

that He would send His Son into the world to take away 

your sin. Nothing any of us have contributes in the 

slightest to how God sees you as His dear child. If you 

have any integrity before God, it’s not because you 

have kept your promises, but because we have a God 

who keeps His. If you’re good, it’s not because you ha-

ven’t sinned, but because we have Jesus as our Savior 

from sin. And even though we are a promise breaking 

people – and even though our goodness may not out-

wardly seem quite as good as someone else’s, you are 

never less than what our Savior is – and God still sees 

you as perfect on account of His Son. 

So, there is still only One who is good – and we who 

live by faith in Him through Holy Baptism are exactly 

what He is. Because He is the Only good, whatever 

good may come out of us is actually from Him – or, as 

St. Paul put it: “It is no longer I who live but Christ who 

lives in me.” Thus, you shouldn’t try to find inside 

yourself an integrity you don’t possess, or a goodness 

you can never attain – for as long as Jesus is having His 

way with you, He’ll work in you exactly what He wants 

– and what He alone can accomplish. 

I don’t know how many of you have seen or remem-

ber The Wizard of Oz, but at the end of the movie a 

wiser-than-she-was-before Dorothy declared to anyone 

who would listen: “Next time I want to find something, 

I won’t have to look any further than my own back-

yard.” And so to you who desire integrity in your spir-

itual life – and I trust that that’s all of you – these words 

are spoken to, and for you, also. You don’t need to look 

anywhere else to find what God desires to give you. 

You need only see that Christ is here in this place, for 

you, in His Word, in His Church and in His Supper – 

today and every Lord’s Day. 

Christ is here where He promised to be, as the One 

who poured Himself out for you upon a cross – as the 

One who poured Himself upon your head in Holy Bap-

tism – and as the One who is here today to lay Himself 

– His body and His blood – upon your tongue in bread 

and wine. This faith you’ve been given is not dead and 

lifeless, as some would have you believe, rather this 

faith is vital and living. It is the means by which Christ 

raises you up out of the sinful life you bring to Him – so 

that you can depart and live the Life He freely gives 

you here in His Body, the Church. Here is where He 

will be waiting as often as you need Him. Here is 

where He will hear your confession, and through your 

pastor, bestow on you His forgiveness. 

Dear Christian, there is only One who is good – only 

One who always keeps His promises – and it isn’t you 

or me. This One has promised to do what you and I 

could never do. He has made you perfect. He has made 

you holy. He has made you righteous. He has given you 

everything – and now, through Word and Sacrament, 

He keeps on giving, so that abiding in Him, you keep 

doing what God has appointed us all to do – you live 

your life in faith toward Him and in fervent love toward 

one another – and all of it through the merits of Christ 

Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


