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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel our 
Lord Christ speaks to us a most profound, divine 
truth when He says we are to: “Give to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” With these 
words, Jesus makes it abundantly clear that the life-
long duty of every Christian is to faithfully serve our 
government in whatever righteous demands it might 
make upon us – yes, including even mundane things 
like paying taxes, civic-service and voting – but more 
importantly, that we must also faithfully and dutifully 
serve our Heavenly Father in all He gives us to do so 
long as we live here in this fallen world awaiting 
Christ’s return. 

But a desire to discover one’s duties toward God 
and country wasn’t what started this conversation be-
tween Jesus and the Pharisees. To be sure, the whole 
question of whether or not it was right to pay taxes 
was nothing more than a ruse cooked up by the Phar-
isees in a futile attempt to ensnare Jesus and take 
Him down. These enemies of Jesus couldn’t have 
cared less about this question – nor were they all that 
interested in how He might answer it. The only rea-
son they asked it in the first place was because they 
hoped to destroy our Lord with His answer. If He an-
swered: “No, you shouldn’t pay taxes,” then these 
enemies of His could have had Him arrested as an 
insurrectionist. But if He answered: “Yes, you must 
pay taxes to Rome,” they could have turned Him over 
to the people to be lynched – for there was nothing 
the Jews hated more than Rome. 

Long story short, these Pharisees were trying to 
trap Jesus in His words because they quite simply 
hated His words. Remember, He had just finished 
telling them the Parable of the Wedding Feast. And 
when Jesus spoke in that Parable about how the King 
of the Feast would destroy all who ignored His invi-
tation, everyone knew He was talking about the Phar-
isees. So, it shouldn’t come as a surprise that from 
that moment on they began to lay plans to trap Jesus 
in His words and kill Him. Christ’s words required a 
change of heart and a change of mind, and the Phari-
sees weren’t about to do either! Jesus’ words de-
manded proper recognition from them that He was 
the Man of integrity who taught only “the way of 
God in accordance with the truth” – a way which 

stripped His enemy’s words of all authority and pow-
er and removed the hold they had over others. Be-
lieve me when I say that they wanted none of that! 

And so what we learn from this exchange is that 
this Gospel isn’t really about taxation, but rather 
about the clash of God’s Word over and against the 
false words, thoughts and opinions of sinful men. It’s 
about the false assumption that we fallen human be-
ings make even today – that the pure Word of God 
cannot endure in the world as we know it. Hence, to-
day this Gospel proclaims to you and to me that faith-
fulness to the Word and Promise of God isn’t merely 
an ideal, but instead, the very substance of our life 
here in this fallen world as we await the Resurrection 
of all flesh on the Last Day. 

Now when some hear a pastor speaking to them 
the words of Jesus – and certainly you and I would 
have to be included in this group – they may be 
tempted to say: “Well, pastor, that all sounds fine and 
good, but how about coming with me for awhile into 
the real world? You can talk about grace and peace 
all you want, but I still have a boss, a neighbor and a 
husband or wife who will give me no peace! You can 
talk all you want to about generosity and Christian 
giving, but I’ve got my own problems and my own 
bills to pay. It always sounds so good, pastor, to hear 
you talk about marriage, family, gentleness, concern, 
faith and piety, but there’s not much room in my real-
ity for such things as these! I live in a place filled 
with divorce, anger, temptation, strife, and yes, even 
physical harm. Life ‘out there’ in the real world very 
seldom measures up to what I hear you talking about 
when I’m sitting here in Church.” 

Yet, dear Christian these thoughts and questions – 
these rantings – are, in fact, the very things Jesus 
confronts in today’s Gospel. His enemies came to 
Him and asked: “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not?” But is that question any different from the 
kinds of questions the people of God want answers to 
today? Haven’t you ever wanted to corner Jesus and 
ask Him, point blank: “Exactly how far can I take 
Your words, Lord, when You speak of clouds while I 
live in the gutter? Are you speaking about ideal con-
ditions, or do Your words actually have a place here 
in my reality? You talk all the time about this King-
dom and reign of God, and that’s fine, at least until 



 

those who are firmly entrenched in the world hear 
about it – because they aren’t interested in any com-
petition from You, Your Church, or Your people! 
You talk about the forgiveness that comes from the 
Father, and that’s fine, too – at least until I fall into 
sin again and my guilty conscience starts holding up 
all my past sins against me. You talk about how Your 
Church is holy, pure and blameless, but all I see is a 
bunch of poor, miserable sinners huddling together 
for a while on a Sunday morning – then leaving – by 
themselves – to brave the storms of this world all 
over again. Just how far can I take Your words, 
Lord?” 

Dear Saints of God, what you need to know and 
remember is that our Lord Jesus isn’t some ivory-
towered professor who shrouds Himself in theories 
and potentialities. He isn’t some mountaintop guru 
who spends all His time telling you how things ought 
to be and could be, if you would only get your act 
together. No! Jesus’ only desire is to speak to you 
about the way things really are. And when He speaks 
His words to you, you need to know that these words 
will not fail you or let you down – even though ad-
mittedly they oftentimes appear to be colliding with – 
and sometimes even seem to be destroyed by – the 
awesome forces of this world and the sad realities of 
life. 

The Pharisees, you see, came to Jesus asking their 
question in the hope that it would set up an impossi-
ble situation in which Christ’s Word could not possi-
bly prevail. “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not,” 
they asked. What they didn’t know is that our Lord 
Jesus always remains completely unintimidated by 
whatever so-called “impossible” situations life might 
try to throw at Him. So He answered them, saying: 
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s.” With those words, Jesus not only answered 
their question about taxation, but He also spoke – and 
speaks – the reality by which you and I live in this 
real world. And the reality is this: Christ and His 
Word are not separate from you. They are not aloof 
and ideal. Rather, Christ and His Word have come to 
you – and have integrated themselves into the very 
core of your existence. 

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what 
is God’s.” With these words, our Lord Jesus is de-
scribing the whole of our Christian life – not to men-

tion the fact that our allegiance to one facet of that 
life need not collide with any allegiance we might 
have to the other. According to Holy Scripture we 
owe the world only the things which are the worlds, 
for naked we were born and naked we shall die. From 
dust we came, and to dust we shall return. If the gov-
ernment should require of us every earthly posses-
sion, what Jesus is saying is that even that wouldn’t 
be too great a price to pay. Luther once said: “If 
someone takes my clothing, my life, my property, or 
obstructs me in this way or that, so be it. As long as I 
cling to Christ I have nothing to fear.” Or again, to 
quote Luther’s most famous hymn: “And take they 
our life, goods, fame, child, and wife. Though these 
all be gone, our victory has been won. The kingdom 
ours remaineth.” Caesar – the government – can only 
lay claim to things temporal. The Word of the cruci-
fied Christ remains and is powerful enough to grant 
endurance and strength in every struggle here in the 
real world – in every so-called “impossible situation” 
created by the evil hearts of men. 

Caesars will come and go, but the Word of the 
Lord endures forever. That Word has imparted to you 
many great gifts, my dear brothers and sisters – gifts 
unseen except by the eye of faith, but real gifts never-
theless. These have come about – and have been de-
livered into your hand – by our Lord’s refusal to re-
main separate from you and your situation – and by 
His willingness to take your life into His own body, 
which was then sacrificed on the cross for us all. And 
these unseen gifts which flow to you from this cross 
– forgiveness of sins, life and salvation – are indeed 
and really yours. So you see, there’s really no clash 
between your life of faith and your life in this world, 
for the life of faith is most certainly lived out here in 
the world. There is no impossible situation which can 
be devised that our Lord hasn’t already overcome by 
His death and resurrection. And His promise to you is 
that through the ministry of His Church His Word 
will always remain and be there to strengthen and 
guide you as it comes in water, Word, bread and wine 
– no matter what other things daily life may demand 
of you. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


