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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever had someone ex-
tend you what you knew was a worthless invitation? 
Has anyone ever said something to you like: “If you’re 
ever in Germany, look me up and I’ll show you the 
town!’” – or, “If you’re ever in Tahiti give me a call 
and you can stay at our house.” Even though the person 
extending such an invitation might be perfectly sincere, 
there’s certainly no guarantee you’ll ever be in Germa-
ny to take advantage of the first offer – or that when 
you arrive in Tahiti to take advantage of the second – 
with luggage hanging off both shoulders and no hotel 
reservations in your pocket – that the person will be 
home, the house will be available, or that they ever se-
riously had any intention of putting you up in the first 
place. People often extend offers like this believing no 
one will ever try to take advantage of them. 

In contrast to invitations of this kind, today’s Gospel 
speaks of One who did, in fact, make a very generous 
offer to all – an offer He not only is fully prepared to 
make good on, but actually hopes everyone will take 
advantage of. The One who makes this offer is our gra-
cious, giver-God. The offer is an invitation to attend the 
wedding feast of His Son, and to receive forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life. God hasn’t simply extended this 
invitation once, He has been extending this invite 
throughout the history of the world. It came first to Ad-
am and Eve in the Garden. It was given to God’s people 
throughout the Old Testament, throughout the New 
Testament, and now to us. And God will continue offer-
ing it to sinners so long as this world remains. 

The first time God invited you to this wedding feast 
was at the Baptismal Font, where He clothed you in the 
perfect righteousness of Christ, as St. Paul testifies in 
Galatians 3:27 – “For as many of you as were Baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ.” Every time you come 
forward to receive the Feast of our Lord’s true body and 
blood in the Holy Supper, God is again renewing His 
invitation. When you read or hear God’s Word – when 
you sing hymns or participate in the Liturgy of the Di-
vine Service – on those occasions when you hear some-
one confess the Christian faith to you, or you have op-
portunity to confess the truths of the Christian faith to 
someone else – God is there actively working to extend 
His invitation to all in the hope that many will take it. 
And so it goes, over and over again. 

Now in this morning’s Parable there are some things 
we dare not overlook. The first thing you should notice 

is the Person of the King and the invitation He extends. 
I don’t know about you, but if in tomorrow’s mail I 
found a personalized, engraved invitation to attend a 
royal wedding – and if attached to that invitation were 
airline tickets to the capital of a beautiful country, hotel 
reservations, a rental car, and a promise that when I ar-
rived clothing suitable for the occasion would be there 
waiting – I strongly suspect I’d accept that invitation. 
So Here in this text we find a gracious King inviting a 
large number of guests to attend a lavish wedding cele-
bration in honor of His Son. It was to be a grand, glori-
ous occasion, and the Host was concerned that things be 
done properly and in good order. And while this whole 
scenario might seem rather far-fetched to our way of 
thinking, it was quite appropriate in the culture of this 
time that the person sending out such an invitation 
would provide his guests with appropriate clothing to 
wear while in attendance at the wedding. 

I also want you to notice that this wasn’t some last 
minute invitation, but instead it was an announcement 
that the party was ready to begin – and that the guests 
should start arriving. The actual invitation had already 
previously been sent out. The guests had each returned 
their RSVP’s. The king had every right to expect them 
to show up. Have you ever thrown a party and no one 
came? I’ve actually had that happen. It’s pretty dis-
heartening. And that’s precisely what happened here. 
Those who had been invited sent all kinds of lame ex-
cuses as to why they now couldn’t make the banquet. 
Some made light of the announcement. Some had 
chores they had “forgotten” to do. Others discovered 
pressing business needing immediate attention. Some 
even killed the messengers who’d done nothing more 
than bring the Good News of the party’s commence-
ment. Can you imagine the King’s rage and anger when 
He saw this? 

The King was so furious He sent out His armies to 
kill the people and burn their cities down. Then He sent 
messengers out to invite everyone to come and join him 
in the celebration of His Son’s marriage. He sent them 
far and wide to invite all – and so they did. They invited 
the poor, the rich, the weak, the strong, the famous, the 
not-so-famous, the good, and the bad. No one was ex-
cluded. No one was left out. All who received an invita-
tion were expected to be there. And the king – as we 
noted before – was standing ready to provide appropri-
ate attire for the occasion to all who arrived at his door 
for the feast. All they had to do was show up, pick up 
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their clothing, go inside, and enjoy the hospitality of the 
King. 

That sounds pretty simple – maybe too simple. That 
certainly doesn’t sound like any party I’ve ever attend-
ed. To be sure, there have been parties I didn’t attend 
precisely because I knew I didn’t have the right kind of 
clothing. And there’ve also been occasions when I at-
tended a party and found myself quite out of place – not 
simply because I was inappropriately dressed, but be-
cause everyone else knew it as well. Curiously, howev-
er, what we read here is that there was a particular man 
in attendance at this feast who wasn’t wearing his wed-
ding garment. It was the King who spotted him. And 
because the man was speechless and had no excuse, the 
King had His servants bind him hand and foot and 
throw him into the “outer darkness where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Since this is a Parable – an earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning – it’s important for you to know that 
its focus isn’t parties and party-goers. Rather its intent 
is to teach about the Church, the forgiveness of sins, 
heaven, and all the other blessings God deigns to give 
us in Christ. This, then, is the Parable’s true meaning. 
The King, of course, is God. The Son is Jesus. The ac-
tual wedding is the eternal union of the Bridegroom – 
Christ – and His Bride, the Church. And the celebration 
consists of all the events leading up to the wedding. 
Now, all of that is elementary, and most of it will be-
come fairly clear once you analyze it a bit more closely. 
But, what about the man who wasn’t dressed properly 
and was thrown into the eternal torment of that place 
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth – other-
wise known as hell? 

Does the picture become clearer once you under-
stand that the wedding banquet is a description of the 
Church – and not eternal life? Consider how, through 
the ages, God has been sending people an invitation to 
attend the wedding feast of His Son. That invitation was 
sent by the Prophets, and they – like those in our text – 
were treated spitefully, ridiculed, and many times even 
killed. So, God sent His armies out against these people 
in hopes of bringing them back. He took them into cap-
tivity, and they suffered grievously for their disdain of 
God and His ways. Yet, even when the time came for 
the wedding feast to begin – as the Virgin conceived 
and bore the Savior of the human race – there were 
many who still refused to come. Yet, God continued – 
and continues – to send out His invitation. 

The wedding feast began on Mount Calvary when 
the Bridegroom gave up His own lifeblood to purify His 
Bride. From that moment on, people – bad and good – 

have been receiving the invitation to come into the 
Church, to enjoy the Wedding Feast of the Bride-
groom’s very own body and blood, to be joined forever 
with Him in eternity as His holy, spotless Bride. And 
many, at least superficially – as indicated by the man 
without the wedding garment – have received this invi-
tation and come into the Church. Now at most wed-
dings, the bride is the one who’s usually dressed in fine 
attire. But in the case of this wedding the attire of all 
the guests appear to be just as important – in fact, cru-
cial. Yet isn’t it interesting how only the king was able 
to see this man who wasn’t properly dressed. And, what 
was the all important wedding garment he wasn’t wear-
ing? It was quite simply trust in the promises of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Can you see anyone here in this Church who isn’t 
wearing their wedding garment? Of course not. But 
does God know who they are? He most certainly does. 
And what does this text say will happen to those who 
steadfastly refuse to wear their wedding garment, even 
though they may have “accepted” the invitation to at-
tend the wedding feast? What will be the fate of those 
who hope to participate in the actual wedding – while 
scorning the attire of the Bride – the wedding garment 
of trust in the promises of Christ? This text is quite 
clear and unambiguous. They will be cast into the outer 
darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

So you see, dear Christian, this Parable teaches that 
there’s no way any of us will be able to discern those 
who refuse to wear the wedding garment – that’s God’s 
right and ability alone. But, you can see yourself – 
whether or not you’re wearing that wedding garment of 
faith in the only Savior of sinners. And seeing that 
wedding garment of trust tells you that you’ve not only 
been invited, but chosen. So rejoice and be glad when 
you come into the King’s House to participate once 
again in the marriage feast of His only begotten Son. 
Rejoice and be glad that God has graciously given you 
the wedding garment of His own Son’s righteousness to 
wear, rather than the filthy rags of your sin. Wear that 
garment with pride. And as you wear it, also look for-
ward with great expectation to that wonderful Day 
when – with all the other wedding guests who are wear-
ing that very same wedding garment – you too will join 
the Bridegroom at His Altar – where you will be united 
with Him forever in the heavenly realms of God’s king-
dom through faith in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


