
For Better, Not Worse 
Mark 10:2-16 

Trinity Lutheran Church – Kearney, Missouri 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 27, 2015 

† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Is it wrong to shoot your neighbor? 
“Well, of course it is!” you say – and you might be espe-
cially inclined to say this in light of the horrific events 
which took place a couple of days ago in Oregon. But, 
could you not envision a scenario where it might be nec-
essary to shoot your neighbor – say, if you were defend-
ing another person’s life? Undoubtedly we all would 
agree that the ideal is to shoot no one. But policemen 
have to carry firearms. Why? Because the sad reality is 
that in the execution of their duties it is sometimes neces-
sary to shoot someone. If you ask just about any police-
man how they feel about this, I’m quite sure they’d tell 
you they hope never to have to draw their weapon or pull 
the trigger. Nevertheless, pulling the trigger is sometimes 
a sad, necessary reality. And, may I say, that’s also true 
of anyone who owns or carries a firearm. 

In today’s Gospel we read about some Jews who had 
come to Jesus with a very thorny question. “Is it wrong,” 
they asked: “for a man to divorce his wife?” Now they 
were supposedly asking this question because there’d 
been a long-standing debate amongst them concerning 
the proper interpretation of the Law of Moses – which 
did allow for divorce under certain circumstances – cir-
cumstances that were spelled out quite clearly. Shouldn’t 
the fact that these matters were already clearly defined 
have settled things? Not really, because deep down inside 
these Jews already knew that divorce had not been God’s 
intent from the beginning. It’s just that a great many of 
them had become more liberal over the years in how they 
interpreted this law by allowing for divorce under just 
about any circumstance – and yet others’ interpretation 
of this law had remained very strict. 

But Jesus wasn’t about to get caught up in the middle 
of this debate. Instead, He pointed out why Moses had 
allowed divorce under certain circumstances. “It was be-
cause your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this 
law,” He told them. So then, in a twist on my original 
question, we might also ask: “Is divorce ever allowed?” 
The answer is that it might be necessary under certain 
circumstances when a marriage has essentially already 
been put to death. However, Moses only allowed it as a 
last resort – and only when nothing would be able to save 
it. Jesus’ answered this way so as to direct His hearers 
back to Holy Scripture and God’s original design for 
marriage as a gracious gift – and how, once God has 

joined a man and woman together as husband and wife, 
no one but God has the right to break up that relation-
ship. 

Divorce then, is clearly contrary to God’s will. 
Though it might sometimes be necessary and unavoida-
ble, it’s a choice that runs contrary to the way God estab-
lished it. God is the One who joins men and women to 
their spouses for the duration of this life. So, to separate 
what God has joined together for blessing – as well as for 
the raising, care and nurture of children – is clearly con-
trary to what God wants. But I’m not here this morning 
to dwell on the problem of divorce – because, in the final 
analysis, divorce is no worse than any other sin. But, 
travel with me for a moment back to the beginning as we 
review the great gift God gives us in marriage – because 
in one way or another, whether married or not, we’ve all 
been blessed by marriage. First, God gives us a great gift 
in marriage in that He addresses one of our most basic 
needs – the need for companionship. Secondly, through 
struggles that unavoidably occur in marriage, we see an 
even greater gift – the blessings we receive as husbands 
and wives share God’s forgiveness, and in the knowledge 
that we have an eternal place in His family. 

Marriage was intended to be an unconditional, mutual 
commitment of love and faithfulness unto death from one 
person to another. Yet, the marriage covenant is far dif-
ferent from a regular business contract, because if either 
person in a business contract fails to live up to their side 
of the bargain, the contract is declared null and void. But 
that’s not how it is in marriage. In marriage you make a 
vow that you’ll cling to your wife or husband until death 
parts you – not until one of you fails to keep up their side 
of the bargain. And that’s why divorce was not devised 
by God to be a way out of marriage. While our culture 
tells us that marriage is nothing more than a business 
contract, the reality is that it’s much more. It’s a lifelong 
pledge of commitment to one’s spouse. So, if you see 
divorce as a God-given option – or as a way He devised 
for us to get out of marriage, then you’re not talking 
about the same marriage God established in the begin-
ning. 

Now, you and I generally are inclined to look at this 
subject in terms of obligations and responsibilities. But 
try to see it from another point of view – as a gift of God. 
In marriage, God gives one person to another – someone 
who pledges to be faithful and is committed to loving and 



helping that other person no matter what. What a tre-
mendous gift in a world where most almost everything 
else is conditioned either on what we can do for others or 
what they can do for us. Here one person is pledged the 
love of another freely – no strings attached – so long as 
they both live. 

In the book of Genesis we learn how god created man 
and woman to be together, and how the woman was to be 
a helper for the man – created out of his very bones and 
flesh. Man and woman were created to be together, help-
ers one to another, representing God to one another, cre-
ated in the image of God – the same God, by the way, 
who describes Himself as our Helper. Marriage and fami-
ly are God’s gift to the people of this world. Children are 
a blessing from God graciously given to parents. Parents 
are God’s gift to children – placed in a position of au-
thority to nurture and raise them up in the fear and ad-
monition of the Lord. God calls Himself our Father, and 
what better way could there be for you to know what that 
really means than when you’re able to compare your re-
lationship with God to the relationship you have with 
your earthly father – which is why Christian fathers need 
to be the best fathers they can possibly be. 

But this whole subject points out something which 
ought to might make each of us more than just a little 
uncomfortable – and that’s when we recognize our own 
sins and failures in all of this – whether married or not. 
Marriage is not – nor will it ever be – easy. In the Gospel 
of Matthew, having heard Jesus’ words, the disciples an-
swered Him saying: “If such is the case of a man with his 
wife, then maybe it isn’t all that good an idea for a man 
to get married in the first place!” However, just because 
marriage often shows you you’re not the kind of person 
you ought to be, doesn’t mean marriage is bad – quite the 
contrary. Living in a close relationship, as husband, wife, 
children or parents, you can’t hide your faults for very 
long. It might be easy to project a good image when you 
come to Church on Sunday morning. It might be easy to 
put on a good outward appearance at work, school, or 
around others. But you can’t hide your real self from 
those you live with. 

Yet, even that can be a gift from God, for when you 
realize your own failures and sins, you’re going to have 
to do something about them. That realization can drive 
you to the waiting arms of Christ – as well it should. No 
matter how hard you struggle within yourself, you will 
still fail to be the kind of person God has called you to 
be. You can’t live out the Law of God on your own. It’s 
hard enough to even partially live out that kind uncondi-
tional love in a marriage. It’s difficult to be faithful when 
a spouse isn’t being faithful. It’s difficult to help another 

person when they aren’t helping in return. But, that’s 
precisely what marriage calls you to do. And you will 
fail, but in that failure, you will turn to Christ. And that is 
another blessing – the greatest blessing of all. 

Christ paid for all of your sins with his death. He co-
vers all your weaknesses. No sin, no unfaithfulness, no 
failure has gone unpunished in Christ. By his death He 
has made your crooked life right with God. He has wiped 
clean the ledger on which was written all your sin – and 
He has inscribed your name in His book of life. He did 
this through the shedding of His own precious blood, 
through His own suffering and death. And in His resur-
rection He declares that all your sins were swallowed up 
by His death and drowned. Now only life remains – for 
Him, and for you. As we read in St. Paul’s letter to the 
Church at Ephesus, marriage – at least as God created 
and intended it to be in the beginning – is a picture of the 
relationship of Christ with His Bride, the Church – a pic-
ture of love, obedience, care, nurture, and the giving up 
of self. Whether married or not, the image of marriage is 
a reminder that Christ cares for you, that He gave Him-
self up for you – and that in Christ you will one day stand 
before God in splendor – without spot or wrinkle, holy 
and free from every blemish. 

Marriage then – like everything concerning God’s will 
– demands much, but it also reveals much – and can give 
even more. Of course, no one would ever suggest that 
marriage is required to be a member of the family of 
God, because whatever your status – single, divorced, 
husband or wife, son or daughter, our Lord Christ came 
into this world of sin and death to redeem you and make 
you part of His family. As we read in our Epistle lesson a 
few moments ago: Both the one who makes men holy 
and those who are made holy are of the same family. So 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. Christ Jesus 
became like us – human in every way, but without sin, so 
that He might freely give the gift of salvation to all – and 
what a gift that is. 

So then, marriage is a gift from God. The marriage re-
lationship provides for many of our human needs, both 
personally and for the raising of God’s children. But as 
we live in and through marriage relationships – either as 
husband and wife or children – it points out for us out an 
even greater need we have, the need for forgiveness and 
salvation. That salvation was given to you through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who came into our world to be one of 
us and one with us – that He might make you a member 
of His family – and mercifully deal with your sins and 
failures through His suffering, death and resurrection. 
May He grant that to us all, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 


