
 1

Caring For The Vineyard 

Matthew 21:33-46 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 

October 4, 2020 – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. There are any number of lessons 

one could draw from this morning’s Gospel text. Some 

might see in it a call to “do the right thing” – to “be 

honest” even when there’s no compelling reason and no 

impending punishment hanging over your head. Some 

might find here an admonition to “live up to one’s re-

sponsibilities toward others” even when it would be 

easy to shirk such obligations. The parallels in this text 

to our own times and experiences are unmistakable. 

Living close to an agricultural economy as we do, most 

of us are no doubt familiar with the kind of arrange-

ment where a farmer agrees to work someone else’s 

land for a cut of the profits. And who among us hasn’t 

been a renter at one time or another, or had to deal with 

the hassle of paying rent and rental deposits, or of deal-

ing with landlords? 

Today’s reading, however, comes at this issue from 

the other side of the fence, as it were – from the view-

point of the landlord. But in this story the Landlord is 

no ordinary landlord. He is God Almighty. The Vine-

yard is His Church, and those who rent out His land are 

the people of Israel – or in a much broader sense, those 

who are called to be members of His Body, the Church. 

Now you might wonder how this could be, since the 

people in this parable are so wicked and filled with bad 

intent. First, they rent the land under false pretenses. 

When the landowner sends out servants to collect the 

rent, they beat, stone, and kill them. The landlord then 

sends out more servants, but they do the same to them. 

And finally, when the son of the landowner himself 

steps forward to carry out his father’s wishes, they not 

only throw his son out of the vineyard, but they also 

take his life! 

You might well ask what kind of similarity such 

wicked people might have with the Church – which in 

its purest form is holy, and seeks only the good of oth-

ers. Well, the book of Isaiah recounts a very similar sto-

ry concerning God and a vineyard. In Isaiah’s account 

the people of God are the grapes rather than the ones 

who trim and care for the vines. In Isaiah the grapes, 

not than the vinedressers, are the ones who are wild and 

uncontrollable. And finally, the vineyard itself is de-

stroyed by God in Isaiah’s account – while here in this 

Gospel it’s the farmers who are destroyed. But, it isn’t 

all that difficult to see how – in spite of their differ-

ences – these accounts are, in fact, quite similar. In 

both, God is the One who establishes the vineyard and 

arranges for the care of the crop. In Isaiah’s account the 

crop itself refused to grow, while in this Gospel it was 

the vinedressers who were rebellious and disobedient. 

But the point of comparison in both instances is that 

neither the grapes nor the vinedresser were being faith-

ful – and neither was willing to heed the instructions of, 

nor submit to the One who was their Lord and Master. 

In our day this is an especially appropriate message 

– both because you and I are the wild grapes that God 

has grafted onto His Eternal Vine, Jesus Christ – and 

also because we’ve been called to faithfully carry out 

the duties of caring for the Vineyard – Christ’s Church 

and Her teachings. You and I, we have a solemn re-

sponsibility to be faithful, not only as the children of 

God, but also as caretakers of the Divine Truth which 

has been passed down to us by previous generations – 

and since this is LWML Sunday, it should be noted that 

this is also the mission of the LWML. So, how do you 

think we’ve been doing? Have we been all God wants 

us to be in connection with His charge to be faithful? 

Or, have we rather been living as wild grapes and diso-

bedient stewards? 

That we have been disobedient is a given. In fact, 

that’s why God calls us to be members of His Body, the 

Church. That’s why every week when we come here to 

God’s house, one of the first things we do is stand be-

fore God and confess that we are poor, miserable sin-

ners who, having offended God in thought, word and 

deed, deserve nothing but His wrath and hot displeas-

ure. We’ve been guilty of violating – either according 

to the letter or the spirit – every single one of God’s 

Commandments. We’ve had and worshipped other 

Gods. We’ve taken God’s name in vain and haven’t 

given the Sabbath the attention it deserves. We’ve dis-

honored our parents, and despised our brothers, sisters, 

and friends. We’ve allowed impure thoughts and de-

sires to rule our hearts. We’ve taken things that didn’t 

rightly belong to us, and gossiped about, slandered, or 

lied concerning our neighbor – refusing first to put the 

best construction on everything they’ve done – then 

refusing to defend their reputation. We’ve coveted our 

neighbor’s possessions and belongings so that we might 
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even have been willing to do something stupid or de-

ceitful to obtain them by dishonest means – that is, if 

we hadn’t been worried about getting caught. 

Now, of course, you can fool yourself into believing 

that none of this is true about you – or that it’s everyone 

else who is guilty. But the facts are irrefutable. As the 

Scriptures attest, if we say we have no sin the only per-

son we’re deceiving is ourselves – and the Truth is not 

in us. And while the Gospel of full and free forgiveness 

in Jesus Christ is both a comforting message and a glo-

rious proclamation, it will have no value, nor be of any 

worth, if you see no need of applying it to yourself. And 

that brings us to the second point of this reading – the 

faithfulness God expects from His Church with regard 

to the Truth of His Word and the work of His Christ. 

Friends, it pains me to have to say this, but in our world 

today the outward organization of the Church is in very 

serious trouble. There’s hardly a day goes by that some-

thing doesn’t pass through my e-mail account contain-

ing, if not one, then numerous errors – oftentimes bor-

dering on heresy. There are pastors and people in many 

mainstream denominations – including some in our 

own Church body – who deny the basic, foundational 

teachings of the Christian faith and have turned Christi-

anity – for all practical purposes – into little more than 

an earthly organization that promotes purely secular, 

ethical ideals veiled in theological sounding language. 

There are a great number of so-called Christians – 

and a goodly number of them are pastors who should 

know better – who deny that our Lord Christ was born 

of a virgin – who deny that His only purpose for com-

ing into our world was as the sinless Lamb of God and 

the All-Atoning-Sacrifice for sin – and who deny that 

the one and only true God has revealed Himself as – 

and truly is – Triune, Three In One. They teach that the 

historical accounts in Holy Scripture are often nothing 

more than fiction – and that even the Word of God it-

self is simply a collection of pious pennings from reli-

gious thinkers who had a personal agenda, rather than 

being the very thoughts and words of God written down 

by men whom the Holy Spirit used in an amazing, mi-

raculous way to record these holy words for all posteri-

ty. These facts ought to be shocking enough, but what’s 

even more shocking is that often those who hold to 

such idolatrous ideas seldom publicly affirm them – 

and often deny that they hold to – or base their teach-

ings – on such a shaky foundation. 

They’re like the tenant farmers in this parable who 

treated the vineyard owner and his son shamelessly and 

shabbily. If the rest of the community had known what 

they were doing, they might well have driven them out 

of town on a rail, so they performed their acts in secret 

– and hid them from everyone else. The point of this 

parable is that while God sent His Prophets and Apos-

tles into this world to inform us of the Good News of 

Jesus Christ and His work for fallen sinners, many of 

the leaders of the Church rejected the Word these men 

were bringing – and instead followed their own self-

serving agenda. 

Though they might not have personally crucified the 

Son of God, they most certainly rejected His Person and 

work – and they sought, by deception and falsehood, to 

keep it from those who needed to hear it. Although they 

may not have rejected Christ outwardly with their 

words – for His name most certainly is mentioned with 

great regularity even among many of the most ardent 

opponents of the cross – indeed they have plotted and 

schemed to take His inheritance and place themselves 

in positions of power by teaching people to listen to 

them rather than to the Word of Truth which has been 

passed down to us through the Apostles and Prophets. 

Therefore, dear friends, you should give thanks to 

God daily on your knees for the blessings of Almighty 

God – in that you have been privileged to know the 

work of Jesus Christ for you – that you have been privi-

leged to receive those blessings in the waters of Holy 

Baptism – that you have been privileged to hear the 

Word of consolation and forgiveness God speaks to you 

though the mouth of His appointed messenger, that is, 

your pastor – and that you have been blessed to receive 

the true body and blood of Christ given and shed for 

your sins on the cross, and now received through your 

very own mouth in His Supper and in this Church – this 

Church wherein God has blessed you with a faithful 

family of Christian brothers and sisters who care for – 

and are concerned about – you and one another. Give 

thanks, I say, give thanks to God that the Stone which 

the builders rejected has become the very Capstone of 

your faith – and that He who came to die so that you 

might live is your Savior and the Rock of your salva-

tion. May God continue to grant it to you for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen.

 


