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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus declared in last 

week’s Gospel, “If you have faith as small as a mus-

tard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be up-

rooted and planted in the sea.’” But Jesus said noth-

ing about where such faith comes from – as if you 

needed to conjure up from within yourself strength 

enough to do such amazing things. No, faith is solely 

a gift from our great giver God – and Jesus was 

simply speaking about how to use that faith which 

has been given to you. Because God has given you 

the gift of faith, says Jesus, now you can do amaz-

ing, miraculous things. For example, you can per-

form the miracle of guarding your brother against sin 

by watching yourself and your own actions. You can 

perform the miracle of forgiving your brother when 

he sins, even if he sins against you seven times a day 

and repents of it. And because God’s gift of faith 

produces miracles in you – such as the miracle of 

pious living, as well as the miracle of forgiving oth-

ers – each Christian may and should therefore rightly 

pray with the disciples in last week’s Gospel, “Lord, 

increase our faith!” 

This, dear Christian, this is a prayer wisely 

prayed. And each of us, would do ourselves a great 

deal of good if we were to pray each morning upon 

rising, and each evening as we fall asleep: “Lord, 

increase my faith!” – because today’s Gospel shows 

how God’s gift of faith can become malnourished, 

misdirected, weakened, or even die! In this morn-

ing’s Gospel we read about ten men suffering from 

leprosy who cried out to Jesus for mercy. They came 

to our Lord because God had given them the gift of 

faith. Luke doesn’t tell us how these men heard the 

Word of God, but, that these men believed in Jesus, 

for their request reveals their faith. Would you ask a 

friend or neighbor for assistance if you didn’t al-

ready believe they might be willing or able to pro-

vide it? In the same way, these men never would 

have asked Jesus for mercy and healing if they didn’t 

already believe He was willing or able to answer 

their request. 

But not all of them remained firm in that faith. 

Nine held on to it only long enough to be healed, but 

quickly fell away once they received what they 

wanted. They didn’t even bother to return to thank 

Jesus for the blessing He had given them. One mo-

ment they loved Him and were crying out to Him for 

mercy, and the next they had forgotten Him com-

pletely. This is truly a horrible example for Chris-

tians to follow, but we ought not think too badly of 

these nine thankless lepers, because if we do we’ll 

simply end up condemning ourselves. At least they 

were being honest. They got what they wanted from 

the Lord – something relatively menial in the overall 

eternal scheme of things – and then essentially said 

to Him: “I’ll be back the next time I need some-

thing.” These lepers received their good gifts from 

God, then threw their faith away as if it were nothing 

more than a used candy wrapper. 

But again, we ought not think too badly of these 

men lest we condemn ourselves. Are not all congre-

gations filled with many of the same sorts of people? 

Don’t we all know folks who would fly into rage if 

anyone tried to remove them or their inactive family 

members from the congregation’s membership rolls? 

They may want nothing to do with the life of the 

Church or the worship of Christ. They may not care 

to receive the Holy Communion regularly, or partic-

ipate in the fellowship of the saints. They may not 

appear to have any sorrow over sin, or any desire to 

receive Jesus’ forgiveness. But they do want their 

names to appear on the Church’s membership rolls – 

even as the nine lepers wanted nothing other than the 

removal of a temporal disease – all while refusing to 

return, bending their knees in worship, or confessing 

that Jesus is truly the Giver and Provider of all 

things needful for this life and the next. 

Yet you know as well as I do that it isn’t just 

those members-who-don’t-want-to-be-members who 

fall prey to the example of these thankless lepers. 

Each and every Christian heart – yours and mine in-

cluded – rises and falls in its faith under the continu-

ing chaos of daily living. Every one of us has fallen 

prey to the sin of being thankless after having re-
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ceived the Lord’s rich gifts. How many of us ab-

sentmindedly consume God’s gift of daily bread 

with barely even a passing thought of giving thanks 

to the Giver of all we have? Jesus taught us to pray, 

“Give us this day our daily bread” precisely so we 

might “realize this and receive it with thanksgiving,” 

yet even this simple prayer often fails to find root in 

our hearts, or expression on our lips. 

And this isn’t merely a matter of daily bread, is 

it? Truth be known, our thanklessness runs much, 

much deeper. It runs to the very heart and core of 

who we are. It wages war against the faith which 

God has given us, and threatens to destroy it, even as 

it did in the nine who failed to return to give thanks 

to Jesus. Thanklessness tempts us not to take God’s 

Word to heart, to attend worship only half-heartedly 

or with little focus, to have absolutely no regard for 

the importance of a regular study of God’s Word, to 

approach the Table of our Lord’s true body and 

blood without first preparing ourselves by consider-

ing our unworthiness and meditating on our desper-

ate need for the precious gift of life and forgiveness 

which is given here. The prophet Isaiah indicted the 

entire world for such thanklessness – and with it, 

every Christian – when he wrote that “each of us has 

turned to his own way.” 

So, we ought to easily identify with those nine 

who failed to thank Jesus for His gifts. Here we are, 

full participants in the kingdom of God – daily re-

ceivers of His opulent gifts – yet, at the core, we still 

remain coldhearted and selfish, always looking for 

ways to gain more, rather than thanking God for 

what we’ve already received. Certainly it’s good to 

pray – as did these lepers: “Jesus, Master, have pity 

on us!” – in the knowledge that He will surely an-

swer such prayers and act toward us only according 

to His mercy and grace. But when the Lord shows us 

His pity, lightens our load, forgives our sin, heals 

our diseases, and eases our burdens we must like-

wise pray, saying: “Increase our faith!” And that so 

that we also might return with that one lone Samari-

tan and fall at Jesus’ feet in thanksgiving. God forbid 

that any of us would take God’s mercy for granted, 

turn our backs on Him after receiving His gifts, and 

revert back to the irrational beasts we once were be-

fore He spoke His life-giving Gospel into our ears. 

Today’s Gospel, then, teaches that if we want to 

be Christians, we must learn to be grateful to our 

gracious Giver-God, who not only gives and pre-

serves our physical body and life, but also provides 

us with eternal life and every spiritual blessing in 

Christ. I’m sad to say, however, that very few of us 

do this on a regular basis. Yet this Gospel teaches us 

more than just a lesson about how to be thankful. 

Notice how, when our gracious, longsuffering Lord 

wonders out loud: “Were not all ten cleansed?” and 

then asks: “Where are the other nine?” that He takes 

no action against them. Rather, He bears with their 

thanklessness without removing the healing He had 

freely given them. Our Lord Christ acts toward the 

nine in this Gospel the same way our Heavenly Fa-

ther acts toward us! By rights, God certainly could 

say: “I’ve been good to these people from the begin-

ning – providing for their every need – but no more! 

I’ll cause My sun to stop shining and My rain to stop 

falling, then we’ll see how they fare without My 

gracious giving!” But God doesn’t do that, does He? 

Instead He says: “I will bear with the world’s in-

gratitude. I will go on being gracious and merciful 

toward them, no matter their response. I will not 

withhold My blessings from them. All accounts will 

be called due only at the proper time.” 

And so, our Lord Jesus treats us in exactly the 

same way. He puts up with us! He tolerates and ig-

nores our ingratitude. He gives us good gifts despite 

the insufficiency of our response. He offers His body 

and blood for the sin of the whole world, whether the 

world would have Him or not. This is the joy of to-

day’s Gospel, which is for you, me, and for all peo-

ple – namely, that “even if we are faithless, He will 

remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.” 

Through His death and resurrection our Lord Jesus 

Christ has bestowed on each person whose trusts in 

Him the great gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. 

What else should we do – what else could we do – 

other than pray, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

and, of course, “Increase our faith!” God grant it, for 

Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


