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† † † † † † † 
Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. In this 
morning’s Gospel, our Lord Christ has a wonderful story 
to pass on to us. It’s a parable – a parable concerning the 
employee of a rich man who had wasted his master’s 
wealth. Jesus tells us how this steward’s master confront-
ed him and informed him he could no longer be his stew-
ard. Jesus then reports how – in a brilliant a display of 
shrewdness – this steward not only manages to save his 
own rear end through yet another misappropriation of his 
master’s money – but also how he was able to make sure 
he would have another job when his employment was of-
ficially terminated! Setting aside his dishonesty for a mo-
ment, I think you would all have to agree that this man did 
act quite shrewdly in taking care of his own needs. 

The words of Jesus at the end of this Parable do then 
appear to be true: “The sons of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own than are the sons of 
light.” Consider for a moment how thieves and criminals 
are superior in this regard to most of us. They are willing 
to risk it all – life, limb and the possibility of jail time – 
and all so they might procure for themselves those things 
they want and desire in this world. Look at the great 
amount of time and energy people are willing to expend to 
gratify the desires of the flesh. They are willing to sacri-
fice marriage, family, reputation, career and prestige – 
and all for a single, fleeting moment of pleasure. How 
many of you would risk as much to have the Gospel, or to 
hear Christ’s Word spoken into your ears? How many of 
you can say your devotion to the things of God comes an-
ywhere near matching the lust a greedy person has for the 
almighty buck? 

In many ways, the people of this world do seem far 
more shrewd in their dealings with one another than do 
the people of God! The people of this world are more in-
dustrious and daring with the things they have – more 
willing to risk life and limb in their quest for happiness – 
than the children of light are in pursuing Christ and His 
forgiveness. That, you see, that is why our Lord here 
commends them rather than us. After all, if you can’t be 
faithful with a little, why should God entrust you with a 
lot? Consider what a little thing it is to come to the Divine 
Service every week. Yet see how hard it is for many to 
accomplish even that! What a little thing it is to pray for 
those in authority. Still most of us would much rather talk 
disparagingly behind the backs of our leaders than to pray 
for them – and yes, I have to include myself in that con-

demnation. And what a little thing it is to teach the Faith 
to our children. But see how seldom that’s actually done 
in earnest by parents in the home. 

It’s not as if teaching the faith to our families is all that 
difficult a task. After all, God has given the faith in such a 
simple way that even the littlest child could learn it if 
their parents would only teach it to them – the Ten Com-
mandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Con-
fession, and the Sacrament of the Altar. Yet, how many 
invest even a modicum of effort so that their homes might 
be more Godly? Has our Lord told us to go to top of a 
great mountain to serve Him? No! In fact, He’s made our 
service easy by providing a neighbor nearby in our par-
ents, our spouses, our children, and our friends! And yet, 
these are the very ones we neglect when we make happi-
ness, career, achievement, success and the pursuit of 
wealth our priority. 

Dear children of God, how can you be trusted with a 
lot if you can’t be trusted with a little? How will God 
commend to you true riches if you can’t be more faithful 
with the worldly wealth He’s given to each of us? Are you 
not squandering God’s possessions when you allow those 
blessed years when your children are so eager to be taught 
the Faith to slip through your fingers like so much sand on 
the seashore – or when you allow your wife, your hus-
band, your children, your parents, your years on this earth, 
and the money God has given you to serve Him, to be 
spent so thoughtlessly on yourself? Do you really think in 
light of all this God still ought to retain us as His stew-
ards? Do you really think He can trust you with that kind 
of wealth? 

Looking again at the text, can you imagine an employ-
ee – after having not been arrested – and after having been 
given time to straighten out the books he’d just finished 
cooking – once more picking up those very same books 
and further misusing his master’s money to guarantee 
himself a job after his last day of work? Is there any doubt 
what you would have done if you’d been that steward’s 
master? You might not have sent him to jail – although 
you certainly would have been justified – but would you 
have commended him for his shrewdness? Yet that’s pre-
cisely what the Master in this Parable did – and remem-
ber, the Master in this Parable is God – He commended 
this man for his shrewdness! How could that be? 

Who would have expected such an outcome! How 
economically ill-advised it was for Him to do such a 
thing! Do you suppose this Rich Man had no sense? Do 



you think His desire was to see His money spent so fool-
ishly as to guarantee a pleasant future for this thief? Was 
He such a fool that He couldn’t see He was being taken 
for a ride? This Master almost sounds like the kind of 
Man who – if he was a Father – might give His son half of 
His estate, throw His arms around him even after he’d 
squandered his inheritance on sinful living, and then 
spend even more than He’d already lost celebrating his 
return! Such a Man might treat the poor and needy as if 
they were honored guests at His table. He might welcome 
sinners and even eat with them! He might strip Himself of 
His own clothing and give it to someone who was in need. 
He might even divest Himself of all His wealth so that 
others could be rich! He might be willing to give up His 
own life on a cross so that others might live – generous 
enough to heap forgiveness on poor sinners whom He 
knows will simply go on sinning – and gracious enough to 
guarantee an eternal dwelling place for a people who are 
lazy, incapable, or just too proud to earn their own way! 

You might not like such liberality displayed in a per-
son’s politics – and such behavior might well be ill-
advised for good economics – but the fact is we have a 
God who’s glad to plunder His own possessions and 
wealth so that you might have a future with Him in His 
heaven! That’s the kind of shrewdness our Lord com-
mends here in this text. And if you think about it, in a 
manner of speaking, doesn’t He also commend that same 
kind of shrewdness in you when you come to Him with all 
your sins and shortcomings and leave them with His Son? 
You know deep down inside how sinful you are. You 
know you’ll never be strong enough on your own to earn 
your way to heaven, so you’re grateful to let our Savior do 
the work for you. You’re too proud to beg, so you let the 
Lord plead your case, saying: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do!” When you come to our 
Lord and Master confessing your guilt, you know you’re 
going to walk away completely forgiven – eternally in 
debt, yet owing absolutely nothing! 

And see how our Master rejoices over such shrewd-
ness – commending you when you come to take treasure 
from His hand – when you claim and use as your own 
what rightfully belongs to Him alone. On the outside your 
behavior no doubt looks quite presumptuous! To those 
who know no better it probably seems as though you’ve 
been approaching our Lord with an amazing amount of 
audacity! And yet our Father loves it! The fact of the mat-
ter is that nothing is more pleasing to God than when we 
sinful stewards use His wealth as if it were our own, be-
cause it is! You see, God has given you a trust in the body 
and the blood of His Son freely given and shed for your 
forgiveness! It’s like money in the bank. It’s here at your 
disposal – through Word and Sacrament – as often as you 
need it. How God loves to see you claim it as your own – 

in much same way as you might walk into the bank to 
withdraw money from your very own account. 

Your Father smiles when you bring your babies to the 
font for Christ to bathe them in His forgiveness – when 
you demand that your pastor hear your confession and 
absolve you of your sin – when you expect him weekly to 
forgive you in the preaching of the Gospel – and by feed-
ing you the body and blood of God’s Son hidden in and 
under simple, ordinary bread and wine! God commends 
such shrewdness in those who belong to Him! It’s as if the 
wealth of heaven were all yours to use whenever you de-
sire – as if you could just go to your pastor any time – 
with no questions asked, with no investigation into your 
motives or the sincerity of your heart – and have your 
debts reduced, not by half, nor by two-thirds, but com-
pletely and totally when he says: “I forgive you all your 

sin, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Even the people of this world aren’t as shrewd as the 
people of light who are so bold as to trust in God’s wealth 
to guarantee them an eternal dwelling place – and in this 
way to gain for themselves friends in heaven. For indeed, 
the gifts of God will gain you friends – friends like your 
children whom you bring to Holy Baptism, and to whom 
you teach the Christian Faith – friends like your spouse, 
with whom you share the Gospel of peace – friends like 
the neighbor you invite to come and hear what God has to 
say about sin, grace, forgiveness and life. But no friend is 
more dear than this One who freely makes all of His 
wealth available to you in little things like water, Word, 
bread and wine. 

Through these simple, ordinary things – as through 
means – God has not only promised to welcome you into 
His eternal dwelling place, but has also invited you to ex-
ercise a kind of shrewdness that confounds and confuses 
the rest of the world. He tells you: “Come! Come confess 
your sin and hear My absolution spoken into your ears! 
Come! Come eat My bread and drink My wine, and in so 
doing take into your own body the very Person of Christ 
for full and free forgiveness and the strengthening of your 
faith! Come! Come to Me so that I might cancel all your 
debt with the shed blood of My Only-Begotten Son! 
Come! Come and take Me for all I’m worth – because 
that’s how much I care for you! Come! Come and take 
everything I have to give you. Come, for Jesus’ sake – for 
when you come in His name I will never cast you out. 
Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


