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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus said to His disciples: “It is 

impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to 

him through whom they do come! It would be better for 

him if a millstone were tied around his neck, and he 

were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one 

of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves. If your 

brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, 

forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a 

day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I 

repent,’ you shall forgive him.” And after hearing these 

words of Jesus the Apostles replied to our Lord, saying: 

“Increase our faith.” Since we celebrated St. Michael 

and All Angels last Sunday we missed the reading just 

prior to this one. I’m sure the text is familiar to us all. It 

was the account of the rich man who stumbled over the 

teaching of Moses and the prophets – refusing to listen 

to them. Consequently, since this man refused to hear 

the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures concern-

ing Christ, he died without faith and spent an eternally 

in hell. 

Today’s Gospel follows after this account of Lazarus 

and the rich man, with Jesus addressing His disciples 

regarding the dire spiritual danger offenses and stum-

bling blocks can cause a person. I think it’s interesting 

that in the Greek language of the New Testament this 

particular word, “skandalon,” is translated as “offense” 

– or “stumbling block” – and is the word from which 

we get our English word, scandal. But in other places 

Jesus’ cross is referred to as that “skandalon” over 

which many stumble and fall to their eternal death. 

Most notably we see this word used in I Peter, chapter 

2, where the Apostle quotes Isaiah, saying: “the Stone 

which the builders rejected has become the Chief Cor-

nerstone, a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offense 

– that is, a Rock of Scandal, a “skandalon.” 

Here in this particular text Jesus is speaking not to 

all those who might be ensnared by unbelief, but rather 

to all those who already believe in Christ. Our Lord’s 

audience doesn’t happen to be the Pharisees, but His 

very own disciples. Jesus tells them it is impossible that 

no stumbling blocks or scandals will ever be placed in 

their path. Indeed, as the redeemed children of God who 

have been set apart for His own purposes, we Christians 

are constantly being bombarded by all sorts of stum-

bling blocks. For instance, can you honestly say you are 

not, or that you have never been tempted by the glitz, 

glamour, and allure of this world in which we live? And 

when that temptation does come into your life, can you 

honestly say that your sinful flesh doesn’t rise up and 

chase after it? Of course you can’t say that, because we 

are all taken in from time to time by such things. 

The devil, the world and our old sinful flesh are al-

ways laying these and other stumbling blocks across 

our path – and so Jesus here warns us about the very 

real danger of tripping over them to your eternal detri-

ment. In many other places He warns and reminds us of 

the wiles of that old evil foe, Satan, who, like a roaring 

lion is always prowling around as he seeks someone to 

devour. And to this warning Luther, in his Large Cate-

chism, adds these words: “Let me tell you this, even 

though you know God’s Word perfectly and are already 

a master in all things: you are daily in the devil’s king-

dom. He ceases neither day nor night to sneak up on 

you and to kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked 

thoughts against God’s Commandments.” Hence, Holy 

Scripture teaches, we are to resist him with all our 

might and main. We are to resist him by standing strong 

in that faith which Christ has given us until the devil 

finally departs from our presence. 

So, stumbling blocks are going to come whether you 

want them or not. And it’s for that very reason that we 

must cry out to our gracious giver God even as did the 

saints of old, saying: “Lord, have mercy. Christ, have 

mercy. Lord, have mercy.” “But woe to him,” says Je-

sus, “through whom these stumbling blocks come!” 

You see, one thing we all need to know and understand 

is that our words and actions may well become the 

stumbling block which causes one of His little ones to 

trip and fall. This warning from God’s Word is severe, 

for it would be better for that person, Jesus tells us, if a 

millstone were hung around his neck, and he were 

thrown into the sea, rather than offending one of God’s 

dear children – causing them to stumble and fall, lose 

their saving faith in Christ, and thus suffer the plight of 

the rich man in the Parable I just cited. 

From these warnings about stumbling blocks, Jesus 

next goes on to talk about two specific ways in which a 

Christian might cause a brother or sister in the faith to 

stumble. First, He says: “if your brother sins against 

you, rebuke him.” If a brother or sister in the faith sins 

without repentance – whether that sin happens to be 
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against you or not is immaterial – you are called by 

Christ to speak to that person. In this case, failing to 

rebuke an unrepentant brother or sister may well be-

come, for you, a stumbling block. Would any caring 

parent let their child play with fire? Of course not – be-

cause they know how dangerous fire is. Would any par-

ent in their right mind allow their child to play in the 

street? Of course not. It’s far too dangerous. So, in like 

fashion, any Christian who knows his brother or sister 

is living in sin – openly, willfully, and without repent-

ance – they should know and be told that they are liter-

ally playing with fire – hellfire. They’re endangering 

their soul’s salvation. So, Jesus says to us all: “If your 

brother sins, rebuke him.” You are to call him or her 

back from their damning insanity! You are to be the one 

who does the hard thing, the difficult thing, yes, the im-

possible thing, the one who loves a fellow believer with 

a love seasoned, as it were, with salt. 

But then Jesus goes on to say: “If your brother re-

pents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven 

times in a day, and seven times in a day returns, saying, 

‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him. Freely you have re-

ceived, freely you shall give.” After all, is forgiveness 

not the cornerstone of the Christian faith? Is that not 

what the Christian faith is all about, forgiveness? Jesus 

became a curse for us sinners so that He might thereby 

remove the curse of sin from us. He became sin, St. 

Paul reminds us, so that we might be the very right-

eousness of God in Him. You and I, we are to live day 

in and day out with a keen awareness of our own sin-

fulness. Although people around us might happen to see 

us as lights, beacons, or perhaps even as models of mo-

rality and what it means to be a Christian, yet we see 

deeper into our own souls, don’t we? We see our pride, 

our weakness, and all the sins that plague us. In all hon-

esty – and we do want to be honest, don’t we – we must 

admit that oftentimes it’s a struggle to live in the grace 

of God – to apply to ourselves the forgiveness Jesus 

won for us all. 

Yet, in spite of that shortcoming, Jesus never ceases 

to forgive. He never tires of pursuing us and bestowing 

on us the tremendous wealth of His cross. He comes to 

us with His body and blood – touching our sin-parched 

lips with pardon. He delivers us from our own self-

tormenting pride with a kind word, a Gospel word, say-

ing: “I am your sin, and you are My righteousness. I 

became what I was not so that you might be what you 

were not.” As God’s dear children – washed in the wa-

ters of Holy Baptism – you now daily live in the for-

giveness Jesus won for us all. As Christians we are a 

people of grace, and as such, God has called us to for-

give even as we have been forgiven. 

I heard a story once about a husband and wife who, 

many years ago, got into a terrible fight over something. 

Those of you who are, or have been married, will un-

derstand exactly what I’m saying. Years later this cou-

ple was having a disagreement over a completely unre-

lated matter. But, in the course of the argument the wife 

brought up the previous problem which had already 

been dealt with. So the husband, in pained surprise, said 

to her: “I thought you forgave me for that!” To which 

the wife replied: “I did forgive you. I just don’t want 

you to forget that I forgave you.” Forgiveness, as each 

and every one of us is painfully aware, isn’t always 

easy. Perhaps this is so is because there are many mem-

ories which aren’t so easily forgotten. And yet, at the 

same time, we are still a people of faith who continu-

ously have a need to hear what Jesus has to say. So, I’d 

like you to consider again this text. The disciples, after 

Jesus told them they were to forgive their brother even 

if he sins against them seven times in a day, said: 

“Lord, increase our faith.” That may seem at first blush 

to be a rather strange response to Jesus’ words, but not 

if you think about it. This response came from them 

because on hearing Jesus’ words they realized that it 

would take a great faith – maybe even a gargantuan 

faith – to be able to forgive in such a fashion – and es-

pecially more than once. 

You and I, we are people of faith – Baptized chil-

dren of God. And Jesus is the Object of that faith – the 

One who forgives, forgets, and works mightily in us. 

But because forgiveness is ultimately and finally an act 

of faith – and because, like the Apostles, we are all 

well-aware of the limitations and weakness of our faith 

– eventually we’re going to reach that point where we 

say: “Lord, I can’t carry this load this any longer.” “I 

don’t want my inability to forgive others to come be-

tween You and me.” “Lord, even as You have forgiven 

me, give me an increase of faith, that I might forgive 

those who have sinned against me.” In this request even 

the smallest and weakest of faiths is thus empowered to 

forgive – because Jesus, the One who stretched out His 

arms for the sins of the world, is the Object of that faith. 

Though our faith is weak, and we are unable to do what 

it requires, we rejoice that this faith we have is not our 

own, but is rather, the faith of Jesus – and the faith of 

Jesus is strong enough to accomplish all that He re-

quires. That’s why, dear Christian, you can say confi-

dently say, knowing God will provide: “Lord, freely I 

have received Your forgiveness. Move me, by Your 

grace, to freely forgive others.” And He will grant it to 

you for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


