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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The way Jesus tells the 

story in this morning’s Gospel, it’s pretty easy to 

spot who the bad guys are. They’re the ones com-

plaining that the landowner has somehow cheated 

them. The reason I say they’re “bad” is because 

they agreed to one thing with the landowner at the 

beginning of the day, but now that the day is over, 

they want to change the rules – of course, all under 

the guise of “fairness.” These men are easy to spot 

because they’re the ones who are making all the 

noise – grumbling, muttering, and complaining. 

Maybe they heard the old adage that the squeaky 

wheel gets the grease, but in this case, the squeaky 

wheel is just simply annoying. 

The reason why it’s important for you to be able 

to spot the bad guys in Jesus’ Parables, is that when 

you spot them it’s time to watch out. Only when 

you know who the bad guys are will you be able to 

be first in line with the good guys – pointing out 

the fault of the bad guys, proving how you aren’t 

like them – and how you would never do the things 

they do. “I’ll be happy with whatever Jesus wants 

to give me!” – that’s what you’d say while mus-

cling your way to the front of the line to make sure 

you get noticed – as you demand your right to be 

treated fairly by all the others. “Jesus will take care 

of me,” you boast – while at the same time you’re 

complaining about being short-changed, and wor-

rying things won’t work out. What a fine philoso-

phy that is – “God looks out for me, but first I have 

look out for myself!” 

You and I, we want to make sure everyone 

knows that we’re members of that company known 

as the chosen few. After all, it was Jesus Himself 

who said: “many are called, but few are chosen” – 

and we most certainly don’t plan on being one of 

those who are left behind. Many are called, but few 

are chosen – and we’re going to do whatever it 

takes to be one of the chosen few. Many are called, 

but few are chosen – and we must be one of the 

few because here we are in Church – singing, pray-

ing, worshipping, giving God His due, offering up 

our first fruits – or whatever fruits we can pull to-

gether for the occasion – doing the right thing – 

doing whatever it takes to ensure that God is 

pleased with us. 

Do you see the smugness, the self-righteous atti-

tude, the “holier than thou” feeling that floats to the 

top when we spot the bad guys in this story? Do 

you hear yourself – what you think, what you feel, 

what you believe – when you hear Jesus talking 

about the many and the few? Do you see how easy 

it is to take the grace of Our Lord Christ, His freely 

given compassion and mercy, His no-strings-

attached kindness, and turn it on its ear by pointing 

to yourself and how you deserve it now that you’ve 

finally made it? Now who’s the bad guy? 

The point of this Parable, you see, isn’t to show 

you what it takes to be one of the few – one of the 

chosen. It’s not meant to be a motivational lecture 

to cause you to stop your griping, straighten up, 

and do the right thing. No, the point of the story is 

that you begin see the contrast between our Lord’s 

grace and our way of doing things. The point is that 

you be shown how oftentimes our Lord’s kindness 

doesn’t appear to measure up to our own standards 

of fairness and equity. The point is that you begin 

to see that Our Lord’s mercy is simply that – mercy 

– and not something you deserve. God doesn’t ex-

tend His favor and grace to any of us because of 

what we present to or do for Jesus. God doesn’t act 

kindly toward you because you’ve distinguished 

yourself from all the others, made sacrifices in life 

so that you can remain and behave as a Christian, 

or because you’ve passed all the tests God’s laid 

upon you, made it through all the difficulties of life 

with style and grace – and of course, faith. 

God’s grace, mercy, and kindness rather, is 

predicated on only one thing – our dear Lord’s 

compassion. God does what He wants to do with 

those things which are His own – and not because 

He’s fickle, deceptive, or a “hard” God, but be-

cause He is good – perfectly good. The Father sac-
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rificed His Son on Calvary’s cross not so that He 

could show you how it’s done and what you have 

to do to get in His good graces, but instead, to 

freely give you His grace, His no-strings-attached 

love, His unending comfort, and His limitless com-

passion. That’s God’s thing, you see – to simply 

give and give and give – all the while demanding 

nothing back from any of us – not requiring any-

thing from you – but simply desiring that you just 

take it all in, receive, live from, and be blessed by 

whatever He deigns to give you. 

It’s fairly obvious Peter didn’t understand this 

point at all. Hence Jesus had to direct him to the 

impossibility of raising one’s self from the dead, 

and the possibility that God is the only One who 

raises us poor sinners up – the impossibility of 

earning God’s favor, and the possibility that God 

simply favors and graces us poor sinners because 

He wants to. Jesus also points to the impossibility 

of saving yourself, and the absolute necessity that 

the Father’s salvation in the death of Christ be 

breathed into you by the Holy Spirit. Jesus points 

to God, while Peter points back to himself. He 

says: “See, Lord. Look what I’ve done. Look what 

we’ve done. We’ve left it all – everything – to fol-

low You. We’ve given up a lot. We’ve made the 

ultimate sacrifice. So, what are You going to give 

us? What are  you going to do for us since we’ve 

done so much for You?” Wow! Peter really doesn’t 

get it, does he – not even a little bit! But then, you 

shouldn’t be too hard on Peter, because none of us 

really gets it either! 

And so Jesus tells us this Parable. Our heavenly 

Father is the Landowner. The vineyard is His heav-

enly kingdom. You and I, we are the workers. And 

without any manipulation on our part – nor without 

any pressure from the outside – God freely chooses 

us to be His own, to live under Him in His king-

dom, and to serve Him – as the Small Catechism 

reminds us – in everlasting righteousness, inno-

cence and blessedness. And the wage He pays us is 

not the death and damnation we all deserve for not 

working, or praying, or caring, or sacrificing 

enough. Rather, the wage we receive in Christ is a 

free gift – the gift of receiving the Lord’s own 

things – those things which are good – those things 

He desires to give us. He gives us His forgiveness 

in place of our sin. He gives us His life instead of 

our hell. He gives us His freedom in exchange for 

our captivity to sin. He gives us His kindness in 

spite of our meanness and anger. And He gives us 

His glory in the face of all our many crosses, trials 

and heartaches. 

Although we are undeserving sinners, Our Lord 

is still pleased to grant us communion and fellow-

ship with those who are now in heaven – whose 

victory we celebrate here on earth. And so, God 

does us no wrong. Instead, He feeds us with His 

very own Body and Blood given and shed for us 

sinners to eat and drink for the forgiveness of our 

sins and the strengthening of our faith. Through 

His called servants He bespeaks us righteous with 

His Word and grants us His full and free for-

giveness. He sees us through our many trials and 

temptations – even when we yield to them by rea-

son of our fallenness – and He delivers us from 

every evil plan and design of our old evil foe, the 

devil. He comes through for us in our time of need. 

And He continues to be the God we wish, hope, 

and long for Him to be. 

And we simply are privileged to take it all in – 

to live in Him even as He lives in us – and to be in 

Him even as He has promised to be in us. And we 

are blessed to have His mind, His Word, and His 

flesh reshaping, reforming, renovating and revital-

izing our minds, our words, and our flesh. Yeah, 

the bad guys are easy to spot. But the grace of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the com-

munion of the Holy Spirit – these are what we’ve 

been given, what we must lock onto as we make 

our pilgrimage to heaven, what we live from, and 

what lives in and through us. May it always be so, 

for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlast-

ing. Amen. 

 


