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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. As you listened to this 

morning’s Gospel, one thing had to have been crys-

tal clear – namely, Jesus doesn’t believe for-

giveness is an option – as if you had the right or 

authority to choose who you’re going to forgive or 

not forgive. In fact, a careful reading of this text 

will show quite plainly that Jesus makes for-

giveness a duty and an obligation for all who be-

long to Him – and it doesn’t matter how hurt you 

might feel, how deeply angry you might be, or how 

little your neighbor actually deserves your for-

giveness. You are simply to forgive him and be 

done with it! 

Consider the mother who says to her young son: 

“You had best stay out of the street! If you don’t 

I’m going to boot your backside into next week!” 

Why do you suppose a mother would speak so 

harshly to her child? Does she speak to him that 

way because she hates him, or wishes him to live in 

fear? Of course not! Almost any parent would tell 

you that even though she speaks harshly to him, 

that mother probably loves her child more than her 

own life. She so passionately cares for and wants to 

protect him that she’s even willing to lay down 

some really heavy law and speak to him in the sev-

erest way possible so that he knows beyond any 

shadow of doubting that if he ventures out onto the 

road he’s going to regret it. 

Now to be sure, there’s a fairly good chance the 

boy doesn’t have a clue as to what sort of danger 

awaits him out there. All he knows is his mother’s 

law, and since the street seems like such a great 

place to play, his mother’s law probably just seems 

harsh and unreasonable – maybe even impossible 

for someone to keep. So the child wails and bel-

lows because his mother won’t allow him to play in 

the street, but momma isn’t the least bit softened or 

moved by his tears. So she says to him: “If a pass-

ing car doesn’t kill you, I will!” 

Dear Christian, you need to know that God has 

never once spoken a commandment to you that 

wasn’t intended for your own personal blessing and 

benefit – even when that commandment was spo-

ken harshly. For example, what is the first and 

greatest Commandment? “You shall have no other 

gods.” This First Commandment is really all about 

and for you. God commands you to have no other 

gods (not that there actually are any other gods) 

because He alone is the only God you need. By 

Himself He will preserve and protect you eternally 

as He rules over you in mercy and love. All others 

that might claim to be god will only exploit and 

destroy you. Hence the one true God commands 

you to have no other gods so that you might live 

and not die. 

Take the Third Commandment as another ex-

ample: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 

holy.” With these Words, God requires that you 

devote yourself and your whole life to the hearing 

of His Word and the faithful reception of His Holy 

Supper. God commands that you worship Him 

alone, not because He’s going to take attendance 

on Sunday morning, but because His Word and 

Sacraments – and only His Word and Sacraments – 

are able to provide you with His divine life, apart 

from which you most surely will die. 

In the very same way, all the commandments of 

the Second Table of the Law – that is, the Fourth 

through the Tenth Commandments – are as much 

about you as they are about your neighbor. “Honor 

your father and your mother.” “You shall not mur-

der.” “You shall not commit adultery.” These 

commandments are all about God and how He 

takes care of your physical body and life. The other 

Commandments of the Second Table: “You shall 

not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” and 

“You shall not covet,” are all about God taking 

care of your possessions and reputation until your 

last hour comes. 

If you think about it, God is kind of like a moth-

er that way. In the very same fashion that a mother 

might lay down the law for her child in the harshest 

of terms – that is, to preserve and protect him – so 



 

likewise God lays down His Law for you – yes, 

even those laws you may find extremely difficult or 

unacceptable. God speaks His Law and gives you 

His commands to preserve and protect you. And so 

today God says to you in the clearest of terms: You 

Shall Forgive Your Neighbor. Not only must you 

forgive, but you must never cease forgiving. 

Here in this text Peter approached Jesus and 

asked Him: “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 

times?” Jesus replied: “I do not say to you seven 

times, but seventy times seven.” Jesus commanded 

Peter, and He commands you, to forgive your 

neighbor a ridiculous number of times. There are 

no options for Peter, and there are no options for 

you. Cry, weep, and rant all you want. Your pro-

tests about how your neighbor doesn’t deserve your 

forgiveness will fall on deaf ears, just as a child’s 

tears and pleas to his momma that he be allowed to 

play in the street will likewise be ignored. 

God has never once spoken a command to you 

that wasn’t intended for your own personal bless-

ing and benefit, and this command is no exception. 

Jesus commands you to forgive, not merely for 

your neighbor’s benefit, but for your own benefit, 

as well. You are not to nurse your resentments to-

ward your neighbor because it will only grow into 

an incurable infection. Instead, let it go. Think of 

forgiveness as an antibiotic that will prevent your 

injury from growing worse. Think of your Baptism 

as a washing and healing of your wounds, so that 

they no longer require your attention. Bitterness is 

a dead end street. The longer your remain bitter 

toward your neighbor, the more likely you will also 

grow bitter also toward God, since God is the One 

who allowed that neighbor into your life. As Paul 

reminds us in his letter to the Ephesians: “Let all 

bitterness and wrath be put away from you, along 

with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.” 

That’s the real point of forgiving your neighbor, 

isn’t it? To be sure, your neighbor may have done 

some very bad things and treated you wrongly. But 

really, how do your neighbor’s sins against you 

stack up against all the many sins you’ve commit-

ted against God? Yet God has freely forgiven you 

every one of them because of His grace and mercy 

in Christ. So when you forgive your neighbor, all 

you are doing is proving that you believe you have 

been forgiven by Jesus – and perhaps for even 

worse sins than your neighbor committed against 

you. 

Jesus told a parable in today’s Gospel, and while 

sometimes our Lord’s parables are somewhat diffi-

cult to understand, this isn’t one of those times. An 

indignant king said to his unmerciful, unforgiving 

servant: “‘Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in an-

ger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 

should pay all his debt.” The kingdom of heaven 

has come to you, dear Christian. All the debt you 

rightly owe to your Master has been so fully for-

given by Him so that not even a penny of it re-

mains. As you play out this parable in your own 

life for a moment, give it a different ending – an 

ending where your forgiveness toward your neigh-

bor not only means happiness for your neighbor, 

but also happiness for you – an ending whereby 

your forgiveness toward your neighbor also points 

that neighbor to God’s forgiveness toward him in 

Christ. That, you see, is ultimately where all this 

must end for every one of us. Though we deserve 

nothing from God except His wrath, God has none-

theless given everything to us in Christ, and in 

Christ we also then give it to one another. Thereby 

God’s kingdom is enlarged and His will accom-

plished, and all of it for the sake of His Son, who 

freely gives you – and each of us – all things. 

Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlast-

ing. Amen. 

 


