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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. An old adage we’re all famil-

iar with is: “What you see is what you get!” The 

problem with this way of thinking, however – as right 

as it might seem – is that it isn’t always – and in fact, 

is seldom ever true. The adage that overrides it is: 

“Appearances can be deceiving.” What you see isn’t 

always what you get, and what you get isn’t always 

what you bargained for. Just consider how many al-

leged “experts” populate our airwaves with their so-

called analyses of the political landscape. Haven’t 

you ever wondered how it is that so few people are 

interested in the meat and potatoes of a politician’s 

beliefs – rather than in the way he or she looks and 

sounds? Why is it that in the military those on the 

outside are more often concerned with a soldier’s ap-

pearance rather than how well he performs his duties? 

That’s not to say appearances aren’t important, but 

they certainly should never take priority over the sub-

stance beneath the surface. 

What about you? Though you may project to oth-

ers a particular image, we all know that on the inside 

– in the deep recesses of the soul, where only you and 

God have been “privileged” to look – lies the person 

you really are. And Jesus has already diagnosed that 

condition. Though you might not care much for His 

diagnosis, the truth is – that like the Pharisees – our 

hearts are often “far from God.” Who wants to hear 

that? No one – and that’s the problem – namely, that 

we yearn for praise from others regarding our out-

ward appearance more than we yearn for the presence 

and praise of God. Indeed, we’d rather deny God’s 

appraisal of us – His diagnosis that we are all hope-

less sinners – as in vain we try to convince ourselves 

that sin can’t be our problem – that sin can’t really 

have that great a hold on us – that sin can’t be drag-

ging us down to the pits of hell – because, like the 

Pharisees, we look so good and pious on the outside. 

Sitting in the front of the Nave of the Church 

where I served before taking the call to come here 

was a marvelous, beautifully carved, wooden Altar. 

The person who built it had been meticulous in the 

execution of his craft – as he slowly and carefully 

removed each shaving of wood and made sure the 

final result put forth the appearance he was striving 

for. When he had finished carving, he next thought-

fully applied numerous coats of beautiful white paint. 

Then he delicately gold leafed the edges of his work 

of art. When standing in front of it, a person couldn’t 

help but be moved by its beauty. But, the back of the 

Altar was something else – bare, unfinished wood – 

rusty brackets, braces, nails and screws sticking out 

everywhere – barely and tenuously holding that beau-

tiful Altar together. The splendid appearance of the 

front covered up the flaws that could only be seen 

when one walked around and viewed it from the 

backside! 

That’s what you and I are like. On the outside we 

look great, but inside our hearts and being we don’t 

look so good. In spite of what Holy Scritpure teaches, 

you and I – more often than not – would rather meas-

ure ourselves with a worldly yardstick rather than the 

divine Rule of God’s Word. We’re far too often satis-

fied with looking on the outside, when the inside is 

where the problem really lies. While we may chide 

our children or others when we think they may be 

overly concerned with what their friends think, how 

many of us are more worried about the impression we 

give our neighbors rather than what God thinks of us? 

How many of us – knowing we ought to conform our 

life to God’s design and not the world’s – have the 

guts to be different from everyone else in how we 

dress, act, talk and behave in public? Appearances 

may be deceiving, but the truth is they’re so normal – 

and have become so much a part of our society – that 

we’re not only obligated to cultivate and improve on 

them in our own lives, but we’ve even made sure that 

there are guidelines and rules so that everyone im-

plements them correctly! 

Yet, this is nothing new. It’s been going on since 

the beginning of time. After the fall our first parents 

tried to fool God by covering their nakedness with fig 

leaves. Cain tried to excuse himself from the guilt of 

taking his brother’s life by claiming no responsibility 

for Abel’s care. And, as we all know, there are literal-

ly countless examples from Bible history we could 



look at. My favorite is King David. Here was a man 

who was looked up to by almost everyone in his 

kingdom. He was a great warrior and a fearless lead-

er. He was compassionate and kind to his subjects. 

He saw to it that the people of his land were well 

cared for and protected from their enemies. Yet all 

the time he was carrying on a charade. This was also 

the same man who had looked with lust upon one of 

his commander’s wives as she bathed on the rooftop 

outside her bedroom – who then had his servants 

bring her to his home where he committed adultery 

with her – who, when he found out she had become 

pregnant, had her husband murdered in battle so that 

no one would find out what had happened. And then, 

to add insult to injury David finally took her into his 

own home to be his wife. 

It wasn’t until David’s pastor, Nathan, came and 

confronted him with his sin that he finally confessed 

it and begged the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness – 

which Nathan readily bestowed upon him. In fact, it 

was as a result of this confrontation that King David 

wrote a number of the Psalms. Listen to what he 

wrote in Psalm 51: 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 

Your lovingkindness. According to the multi-

tude of Your tender mercies, blot out my trans-

gressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniqui-

ty, and cleanse me from my sin. For I 

acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 

ever before me. Against You, You only, have I 

sinned, and done this evil in Your sight… 

What passion must have filled David’s heart as he 

wrote those words. What joy must have been his as 

He recognized and reflected upon the forgiveness 

God had freely bestowed upon him for the sake of 

His Son. What freedom he must have experienced in 

the realization that in spite of His sin God was still 

there ready to forgive him, restore him, and remove 

his transgression! That, dear friends, that is the joy 

and peace our Lord Christ wants you to have. 

How many times have you heard God’s Word re-

minding you how grievously you’ve sinned, and how 

far short of His design and plan you’ve fallen? How 

often have you gazed into the mirror of your own soul 

and been dissatisfied – rightly – for the sin and rebel-

lion in your heart? How often have you longed for 

God to change your heart, and bemoaned the fact that 

it apparently hasn’t happened? Well, if you read 

through the Psalms – even those written after David’s 

encounter with Nathan – you might notice how it 

doesn’t always appear that David was able to see the 

changes God had made in his heart. And that’s just as 

true today as ever. Though – like David – you may 

have to suffer many things in this life as a result of 

sin – either yours or another’s – you may be sure that 

our Lord Jesus Christ has already taken the ultimate 

path of suffering by giving Himself unto death for us 

all on the tree of the cross. 

The suffering Christ underwent in your place was 

far greater than any suffering you’ve ever experi-

enced. Yet all of this He did because He knows the 

true condition of your heart. He knows your heart is 

sinful above all else, and that from hearts such as ours 

– no matter how good they might look on the outside 

– are springing forth all manner of sin and evil to our 

shame and dismay. What joy it is then – in the midst 

of our lost, hopeless condition – to know that while 

God could simply have chosen to ignore your plight – 

while He could have turned away and allowed you 

receive the just reward for your labors – He chose 

instead to redeem you from your sin and therein to 

grant you His forgiveness and life everlasting. 

Through the suffering, death and resurrection of His 

own dear Son, God buried your sin and mine in the 

waters of Holy Baptism – in which He striped us of 

all pretense, dressed us in the perfect righteousness of 

His Son, and enabled us – with renewed and reborn 

hearts – to serve Him in righteousness and purity – to 

live with Him in His kingdom forever and ever! 

In the shed blood of our Savior, all the pretenses 

and false fronts you’ve built up throughout your life-

time in order to hide yourself from the light of God’s 

Law have been taken away forever. When the Holy 

Spirit led you to Christ Jesus in Baptism’s flood wa-

ters, He gave you a new life that will last unto eterni-

ty. This is what ultimately will carry you across 

death’s chasm to those heavenly mansions where 

false fronts and human traditions will no longer be 

needed or necessary. There you will be with our Lord 

forever – to behold His blessed face, and to sing 

praises to His name. May it always be so, for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


