
1 

One Thing’s Needful 

Luke 16:1-15 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 

September 22, 2019 – Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. At first glance, this morning’s 

Gospel reading is perhaps one of the most difficult of 

Jesus’ parables to understand, especially when you 

focus on the words of Jesus where our Lord com-

mended the unjust steward for having “done wisely.” 

And then, to top it off, he makes the statement that 

the children of this world are in their generation wiser 

than the children of light. In other words, those who 

are of this world are wiser concerning the things of 

this world than we are as Christians. But just exactly 

what is the point of this Parable? Is Jesus telling us 

that we are to model our life and behavior after the 

life and behavior of the unjust steward? Are we to go 

about cheating our employers so that we can gain 

benefit from others? Heaven forbid! Indeed, does the 

Seventh Commandment not forbid us from stealing 

or defrauding others? Is this Parable saying that we 

ought to be wise in the ways of the world, and that 

we should therefore treat the Church more like a 

business which operates in the dog-eat-dog categories 

we see all around us? Again, obviously not. Is it not 

St. Paul Himself who instructs us that we are not to 

be not conformed to ways of the world?  

So then, what, precisely, is Jesus getting at? What 

is Jesus trying to teach us? Well, let’s recap the story 

briefly. First of all, the steward of the house – the one 

who had been charged with caring for all of his mas-

ter’s property – was accused of wasting his master’s 

resources. Justifiably angry, the master then went to 

the steward and told him that he was going to be fired 

for his gross mismanagement. But before his final 

day of work he was to clear out all of the accounts he 

had been managing. He was supposed to collect all 

the money which had been owed to his master. Un-

derstandably, the steward was at a loss. He hadn’t 

seen this coming and wasn’t prepared to lose his live-

lihood. Reflecting on his life, he knew he wasn’t 

strong enough to earn a living doing manual labor, 

and he was too proud to allow himself to become a 

beggar, so this unjust steward felt there was only one 

option left. He decided his best option was to cheat 

his master out of money that was owed to him, in or-

der to curry the favor of those people who owed him 

the money. One debtor owed 100 measures of oil, so 

the unjust steward cut his bill to eighty if he would 

pay immediately. Another owed 100 measures of 

wheat, and he cut his bill to fifty. When the master of 

the house found out what this man was doing, he 

couldn’t help but compliment the steward on his 

shrewdness. Why? Because he had done the one 

thing that could insure the well being of his future. 

No matter the risk, this steward was so confident in 

the mercy of his master that he just went right ahead 

and did what to us looks like cheating. 

So it is that Jesus stated that the point of the para-

ble is this: “… He commended the unjust steward, 

because he had done wisely: for the children of this 

world are in their generation wiser than the children 

of light.” Okay, we already knew that, but what does 

it mean? What it means is that the master commend-

ed the unjust steward because he understood that the 

most important thing was to insure by his actions that 

he would have a future, and that he would be taken 

care of in the long run. That was why the Lord com-

mended the unjust steward. What Jesus is saying here 

is that the children of this world understand that you 

do whatever it takes to insure your future well-being, 

for that’s ultimately what really matters in this world. 

But the children of light, Christians, don’t usually 

understand this basic fact of life and hence we are 

often deceived and distracted by the world at every 

turn. Let me ask you this, where is your future? Your 

future isn’t in this world, is it? You future is in Jesus 

Christ as your receive Him in the proclamation of the 

Word of God and in His Holy Sacraments. That, dear 

Christian, that is where your future lies, your future 

and the future of your family. This ought to be your 

greatest priority, that is, to insure that the Gospel is 

proclaimed faithfully to you and to your family. That 

should more important to you than any money, 

wealth, house, reputation or anything else you might 

wish to give to your children. Consider for a moment, 

if you will, the words of the hymn we just sang: “One 

thing’s needful; Lord this treasure Teach me highly 

to regard; All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a 

yoke that presses hard. Beneath it the heart is still 

fretting and striving No true lasting happiness ever 

deriving. The gain of this one thing all loss can re-
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quite, Can teach me in all things to find true delight.” 

And what is this “one thing” the hymn speaks of? It’s 

the knowledge of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord – 

the One Thing needful. 

But why is it that we Christians often don’t under-

stand or reflect this in our life? Consider your own 

life and your priorities. In terms of money, most peo-

ple spend a fair amount of their livelihood to put a 

roof over their head and food on the table. Then we 

spend money on clothes and all the other amenities of 

life. Most Americans spent between 10% and 15% of 

their income on entertainment or one sort or another. 

Then if anything is left over, we may decide to give 

something to the Church. A dollar here, two dollars 

there, and somehow this is doing our Lord a great 

favor. Where is your treasure? 

The same might also be said of our time. How 

much time do you spend teaching your children and 

family the Christian faith? I’m not asking about the 

time you spend at Church or doing things at Church. I 

mean simply how much time do you spend teaching 

your family the faith? Do you regularly pray togeth-

er? Do you read God’s Word together? Do you spend 

time memorizing the Scriptures together? Do you 

teach your family all those great hymns of the faith? I 

suspect, for most of us, we spend a great deal more 

time watching television that we do teaching and 

hearing the Word of God. I know, this is hard to hear. 

But it’s also hard to preach, because these questions 

apply to me just as much as they apply to you. 

So the question remains for all of us: what priority 

does the “One Thing Needful” hold in your life? Je-

sus says: “And I say to you, make friends for your-

selves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, 

they may receive you into an everlasting home.” No-

tice that Jesus doesn’t say if you fail; no, he says 

when you fail. The reality of the situation is that all 

things in this life are going to come to an end. As 

weak, sinful human beings, our lives are frail and 

seem to fall apart at every turn. Jesus, in this text, 

calls on us to put our trust solely in Him, and not in 

the things of this world. He tells us that we aren’t to 

be so possessive and greedy with the things of this 

world, because they won’t gain you a blessed, eternal 

end. 

So let’s revisit this parable again. What was it that 

made the unjust steward go and apparently cheat his 

master? The unjust steward so firmly believed in the 

mercy of his master, that he felt he could clear the 

books the way he cleared them and still come out 

okay in the end. Have you figured it out yet? In one 

way, you are the unjust steward. You have shame-

lessly squandered the gifts our heavenly Father has 

given you left and right. Whether they might happen 

to be the little things, like the possessions of this life, 

or the big things like forgiveness and salvation, you 

have tossed these gifts of God aside like they were 

nothing.  

But here’s where the heart of the Gospel is in this 

text. Our heavenly Father is the Merciful Master. His 

Steward, Jesus, has canceled all your debt. He has 

forgiven all the debt you owe God that you could 

never repay in a thousand lifetimes. Even though you 

don’t deserve it, He has brought you into His house 

and given you the undeserved gift of eternal life. 

That’s the Gospel. Even though you and I don’t de-

serve any of the great things God has given to us, our 

gracious giver, just the same God still gives all of 

them to us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Our Father 

looks at the cross where Jesus cancelled all our debt 

with His sacrificial death on our behalf and announc-

es for all to hear that we are now free! We no longer 

have any debt with God. 

That is Good News, my friends, isn’t it? No matter 

what your troubled conscience might try to tell you, 

the fact of the matter is that it isn’t too late! For just 

as the unjust steward used the things of this world, oil 

and wheat, to further His own good, so also Jesus, 

our blessed Savior, uses the things of this world, 

bread and wine, to bring about the forgiveness of 

your sins. He gives you a portion of His treasure, and 

an eternal inheritance. So come to the Lord’s Table 

where He is present to bestow on you these great 

gifts which none of us deserve. Come, so that your 

faith might be strengthened. Come, and trust that in 

Him all things needful are yours. In Him you know 

that you can count all other things loss, for You have 

Jesus, and because you have Jesus, nothing else mat-

ters at all. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


