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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. I don’t suppose it would come as a 

surprise to anyone were I to tell you that from time to time I 

run across people outside the Church – people who aren’t 

members of any congregation, be it ours or some other 

Christian denomination. And with some regularity it’s not 

unusual to hear them bemoan the fact that many so-called 

Christians who gather together on Sunday morning for 

worship are, in fact, sinners of the worst kind. Now, how 

would you respond if someone made that observation about 

our congregation? Well, I might be inclined to say: “Oh, I 

know. They’re a terrible bunch, and their sins include some 

of the most heinous, disgusting sins known to man.” But 

before you get all hot and bothered, I would also tell them 

that their pastor is no better than any of the rest! Of course, 

sometimes the charge is phrased somewhat differently. 

They say something like: “Those people are good on 

Sunday, but they don’t act that way the rest of the week.” 

And that really brings us to the heart and soul of the matter. 

Now you are able to see what most of the world really 

means – and what most outside the Church really believe – 

namely, that Christianity, first and foremost, is all about 

doing good works for, and being nice to others. 

Now, while being nice is certainly a good thing – a 

standard to be admired and strived for by all who are priv-

ileged to be called children of God –  being a Christian is 

not at all about being good all the time. Nor is it about how 

often you’re able to refrain from sinful behavior. To be 

sure, Christianity is not a religion centered on good works, 

even though good works will always accompany those who 

are Christ’s. Throughout the New Testament the accounts 

of Jesus’ life point out the fact that He was always receiv-

ing and eating with sinners. After all, who else could He 

have eaten with? It’s the Pharisees who were always com-

plaining because this behavior was happening so openly – 

and without so much as a shred of remorse on Jesus’ part. 

They couldn’t believe the people Jesus had chosen to be in 

His “congregation.” Yet are these not also the very same 

ones who felt they had no need of a physician because they 

were unable to see how sick they really were – the ones 

who believed they had no need of hearing God’s Word 

because they already knew what it had to say? What they 

didn’t know is that the same Scriptures they alleged to hold 

in such high regard also taught that they were likewise 

abject sinners just like all the rest of us – and that on the 

inevitable day when they lie helpless on their deathbeds, 

there would be no rejoicing in heaven by the angels over 

their eternal fate. 

So what is it that causes the angels in heaven to rejoice? 

It certainly isn’t your good works or inept attempts at 

keeping God’s Law. No. What causes the angels in heaven 

to rejoice is when you repent and sorrow over your sin. You 

see, my dear brothers and sisters, being a Christian – and 

not simply acting like one for the sake of reputation or the 

way others see you – means nothing more than that you are 

one of those who have been gathered by Our Lord to belong 

to Him for time and eternity. It means you are one of those 

who bask in God’s forgiving presence through the hearing 

of His Word and the reception of His Sacraments. It means 

you listen intently as He speaks, and delight in eating and 

drinking the food He gives to nourish you on your journey. 

Being a Christian doesn’t have anything to do with whether 

or not you are a pillar of the community whose kids never 

get into trouble. It doesn’t mean you are one of those who 

never speak a cussword or utter an obscenity – or that no 

one in your family or any close acquaintance ever fights or 

drinks too much. Being a Christian very simply means you 

are one of those who hear and listen to the words of the 

Good Shepherd’s voice and heed them – that you are one of 

those who have found forgiveness and life in the blood and 

sacrifice of Jesus. 

And it’s from just such a context – where we find our 

Lord Christ surrounded by forgiven sinners while also 

facing a vicious attack from the Pharisees – that Jesus re-

counts three well-known Parables: The Lost Sheep, The 

Lost Coin, and The Lost Son. The last – more popularly 

known as the Parable of the Prodigal Son – isn’t itself a part 

of today’s Gospel reading, but it does immediately follow it 

– and of course was spoken on the same occasion. The 

purpose of all three of these parables is the same. Jesus is 

demonstrating how forgiven sinners, unbelievers, and yes, 

even Pharisees, are all alike precious in the sight of God. 

Because God is love, He therefore created us to be the 

recipients of His love. He loves to love us, and will not be 

thwarted from that task. Jesus Christ came into this world 

to seek and to save lost sinners. He came to seek and to save 

you and me. And every time you bow your head low and 

whisper heartfelt sorrow over the sin in your life – every 

time you express a sincere desire not to repeat that sin ever 

again – when you place all your hope and trust in God’s 

Grace and Mercy alone – or more precisely, every time you 

repent – the angels in heaven rejoice because you are a 

Christian. 

I think it’s safe to say everyone has been hungry at one 

time or another. And did you know that hunger is a mark 
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and sign of death? What it signifies – other than the fact 

that your stomach is empty – is that you must eat or else 

you will die. Without hunger you would waste away to 

nothing because you would feel no need to eat. That fact 

can be proven by looking at what takes place in hospitals all 

across this country. People who have lost their appetite for 

food – people who have lost their desire to eat – have to be 

given nourishment intravenously – in other words, they 

need to be force fed. Indeed, they have to be kept in the 

hospital and fed this way or else they would die. Likewise, 

hunger for righteousness – that gnawing feeling in your 

empty soul which longs to be filled with the knowledge of 

God’s peace – the regret you feel over all those many times 

you’ve exhibited selfish behavior, or those times when 

you’ve acted toward another person in a mean-spirited way 

– those times when you’ve had a desire to lay hold of the 

goodness of God – those are also marks of spiritual hunger 

– marks of death. 

Without any of those desires we sinners would quite 

simply waste away – either in ignorance, or like the Phar-

isees, in obstinance. However, the desire for God’s right-

eousness is like a gnawing, gripping pain that can quite 

literally double you over. It creates in your soul a distinct 

uneasiness when you try to enjoy your favorite sin. It 

produces an emptiness, which, if not filled, will likely lead 

you to despair. It’s this hunger for righteousness which is 

the beginning of true repentance. And that’s why our Lord 

teaches in the Sermon on the Mount that those who hunger 

and thirst after righteousness are blessed, for they shall be 

filled. To be here this morning then, dear Christian, is to 

come knowing full-well that you are a sinner – a hungry 

sinner – so that you might come into this place, eat with 

Jesus, and be filled by Him with every good thing needful 

to sustain you in both body and soul unto eternal life. 

The Holy Scriptures clearly teach that our Lord takes no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, and that He desires all 

men, women and children to come to a knowledge of their 

sins and turn from them in Christ so that they might be 

saved. Yes, and this desire includes even cocky Pharisees, 

militant scoffers and outright unbelievers. But for this 

saving to take place you first have to be fed the food of 

salvation so that you might receive the sustenance neces-

sary for your pilgrimage. And here in Christ’s Church is 

where God offers and provides you with that sustenance. 

The satisfaction for every hunger is to be found right here 

in this place where our Lord Jesus receives and eats with 

sinners such as you and me. You have to be fed with this 

heavenly food – this banquet of salvation – this medicine of 

immortality in water, Word, bread and wine – and here is 

this place – here in Christ’s Church – is where He provides 

it for you. Turn from your wicked ways, dear sinner, and 

repent, so that in Christ your soul can finally, once and for 

all, be fully satisfied. 

Come, hear once again our Savior’s words in the mouth 

of Your pastor as our Lord pronounces that your sins have 

been forgiven and your relationship with God restored. 

Come to the font once again and feel the water pour over 

your head as God says to you with a human mouth that you 

are His dear child – and that in you He is well-pleased. 

Come often and kneel at Jesus’ table where you’ll once 

again hear how Christ’s body and blood have been given 

and shed for the forgiveness of your sins – so that you can 

experience a foretaste of that feast yet to come. Join with 

the rest of us who are of ill repute – who, like you, are 

terrible, notorious sinners – sinners who have come to-

gether unified in confession and faith to Jesus and the 

eternal life He here offers! 

Dear Christian, God wants you to know that you have 

been found. Here in this place God has restored you to live 

in the house of your Father for time and eternity. And it is 

this very thing over which the angels in heaven now re-

joice. By the loving, complete and total sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ on Calvary’s cross – and by the power of His res-

urrection from the dead – your life is now hidden with God 

in Jesus. And as our Savior abides in you and you in Him – 

no matter how horrid your actions have been this past 

week, yesterday afternoon, this morning, or even this very 

moment – no matter how sinful you have been, or how 

often and loud any modern-day Pharisees, scoffers, or 

skeptics might try to mock your weakness and appearance 

– as Jesus abides in you through His Holy Word and 

Blessed Sacraments you will abide in Him and never die. 

You have been declared righteous, holy and sinless by a 

royal decree from God – and He has made you an ever-

lasting heir of His Heavenly Kingdom. Thank God, my 

dear brothers and sisters, thank God for the hunger pangs 

and the struggles He gives to each of us – but most espe-

cially thank God for giving you that Food which alone can 

satisfy and soothe your soul – all of which He provides out 

of His great love and mercy! Jesus receives and eats with 

sinners! Thanks be to God for His merciful kindness. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen.  

 


