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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Amen. Having just read this disturbing 

account from Matthew’s Gospel, I began to wonder: Is it 

really that easy to come under the power and control of 

the devil? Could all my Biblical knowledge, praying, 

Church-going, and other so-called pious deeds really be 

cast aside at a moment’s notice so that I become eternally 

lost? Is it really possible for a faithful, well-meaning 

Christian all of a sudden to find him or herself standing in 

opposition to God? I mean, Peter was about as close to 

Jesus as anyone. He was among the first of the disciples to 

be called to follow Jesus. He walked on water because the 

powerful Word of Christ enabled Him to do it – at least 

for a brief moment. Only seconds before Jesus spoke the 

words of this morning’s Gospel, Peter had offered up the 

faithful confession that He was the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God. Jesus had even called him blessed by God 

upon hearing these words – not because he was exception-

al in any way, but because divine grace had made it possi-

ble for him to believe and speak so confidently. 

Yet, all that was rendered meaningless in one split-

second when Jesus said to Peter: “Get behind me, Satan!” 

You can almost imagine the dead silence that must have 

followed – or one of the other disciples saying something 

like: “Soooo, how about those Chiefs?” But the truth is 

that not even something like this was going to break the 

ice or ease the tension. Undoubtedly Peter had good inten-

tions. He only wanted to save Jesus from going to His 

death, but the devil would have used those intentions to 

keep Jesus far from the cross, which means the Evil One 

would have succeeded in keeping Jesus from accomplish-

ing all He had come into this world to do. 

So, if something like this could happen to St. Peter, 

what chance could you possibly have of deflecting Satan’s 

attacks? Just how easy would it be for the devil to take 

control, use your best intentions against you, and drag you 

down into the depths of hell? After all, Peter is the very 

same faithful Apostle who would later write: “Be sober 

and watchful, for your adversary the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.” So, not 

only is this God’s Word and warning to all of us, but it’s 

also Peter speaking from his own personal experience! 

Why would Jesus command you to pray in the Lord’s 

Prayer: “Deliver us from evil” if He had no intention of 

doing it? Surely these words also include a plea to God 

that He would save you from the same Satanic attacks that 

overtook Peter. But that brings up another problem. If it’s 

really enough to pray for God’s protection, then why don’t 

you always feel relieved after praying for it in the Lord’s 

Prayer – especially when you have God’s promise that He 

will do those things you ask. 

Why do problems remain in your life? Are you at risk 

of losing your faith because you may be worried about 

what might happen next? Maybe the devil is already 

working. Face it. All our families are far from what they 

ought to be – some may even be falling apart. Sometimes 

it does seem that all life has to offer is pain, anger and 

contention. We wonder, is Satan winning after all? Does 

God not care? Is there something wrong with what I’m 

doing – am I not good enough, not sincere enough, or not 

doing the right things so that I get an answer from God? 

Truth be known, the problem does lie with each of us, and 

not with God our heavenly Father. It’s not His fault you’re 

so vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. But at the same time, it’s 

also most certainly not something you’re doing or not do-

ing. It’s just not that simple. For one thing, being more 

sincere won’t do it. After all, I have no doubt at all that 

Peter was being just as sincere as he could be when he 

took Jesus aside and tried to divert His path away from the 

cross. 

Hence, sincerity isn’t the problem. To be sure, there’s 

plenty of sincerity to go around. So I’m not going to try to 

give you practical advice this morning about how to “dev-

il-proof” your life. Indeed, even if you could take such 

principles straight out of the Bible, it wouldn’t do you any 

good, because there are simply no directions you could 

follow that would bring pure joy into your life and heal all 

your wounds. There are plenty of preachers who will try 

to do that, but the problem is still going to be there, isn’t 

it? Sadly, the good feelings are going to fade much sooner 

than you’d like, because Satan is still poised to attack. In 

today’s Gospel we just read how he turned Peter against 

Jesus – and now his sights are pointed at you! 

So, deep-down the issue isn’t about what you’re doing 

or neglecting to do. It’s about who and what you are. And 

what you are – what all of us are – are born sinners. Satan 

has claims you as a willing accomplice – not only when he 

tempts you to hurt others or act in selfish, evil ways, but 

also when you worry or feel helpless and overwhelmed. 

It’s true, when such thoughts go through your head, you 

may feel more like a victim than a sinner. Your friends 

and families may try to comfort you by reminding you that 

all things work together for good, and so on, but really, the 

whole time the problem is that you’re hanging on to a 

false god. Without saying a word, you’re proclaiming 

loudly by your actions that God our heavenly Father must 
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not be powerful enough to take care of you. You tell your-

self you just simply need to turn everything over to the 

Lord, yet the sinner inside us all is constantly at work 

placing it back in your hands, because the truth of the mat-

ter is that we want to remain in control. You may hear the 

world saying: “Be yourself! Stay true to who you are.” 

But the problem is really a lack of faith. 

However, just because you feel helpless, that doesn’t 

mean you are helpless. Jesus already knows who you are. 

He knows that the devil has declared open season on your 

soul and that by reason of your sins you’ve painted a tar-

get on your back. But our Savior solved the problem of 

your human nature by going to the source. And so Jesus 

says to you today: “Deny yourself.” And I say: “Give up 

on who you are as a sinner. Don’t listen to the devil’s ac-

complice living inside you. Don’t stand in the way of Je-

sus, who, having offered up His life for you on the cross, 

now deigns to give it to you here in this place through the 

ordinary means of words, water, bread and wine.” 

And what do you have to do? That’s the wrong ques-

tion, for it’s God the Holy Spirit who has done and does it 

all by working in you. It isn’t anything you might decide, 

choose, or resolve to do to improve in your life and behav-

ior. All Jesus says is simply: “Deny yourself” – which is 

nothing other than repentance. When you deny yourself, 

you’re admitting that you’re the problem. You and I, we 

are nothing more than poor, miserable sinners who have 

willingly allowed the devil to have his way with us. But 

while admitting that fact may seem like you’re doing your 

part, that’s certainly not what’s happening. But don’t fear, 

Jesus has not left you helpless. He has done all the work 

you couldn’t do on your own. He took up the cross we all 

deserve but none could have carried. He bore it alone, suf-

fered a terrible death and the condemnation of God – and 

all in order to protect you from Satan’s assaults. One thing 

is for sure; Jesus didn’t come to give you more rules and 

helpful hints. He could have stayed in heaven and done 

that. Rather, He came into our world so He could live the 

life you were unable to live, be punished in your place, 

and on the third day rose from the dead so that you might 

be raised with Him. 

That’s why the devil so desperately wanted Jesus not to 

go to the cross. He even went to the extreme of turning 

our Lord’s most outspoken, devoted disciple against Him. 

The last word Satan wanted to hear was: “It is finished.” 

But that’s precisely what happened. Your adversary, the 

devil, was soundly defeated on Good Friday where his fate 

was sealed. And on that first Easter, before Mary or any of 

the other disciples saw Him, our risen, victorious Lord 

descended into hell in triumph to rub the devil’s nose in 

his defeat. Satan now has nothing on you. And even 

though he still tries to scare and frighten you – and still 

works tirelessly to bring fear and worry into your life, he 

really has no power over you other than the power you 

yourself give him. 

Now, words of encouragement and the strength and 

support of friends and family are a fine thing. But here in 

this holy hour – here in God’s house – you need more than 

that. You need a real solution straight from heaven. And 

this, God has given to you in your Baptism, where God, 

working through water and His Word first took away your 

sin. There God killed you as a sinner and destroyed your 

allegiance to the devil. He put Christ on you, raised you 

up from the death of your sins, and set you on your feet as 

His own dear child. There is no program anyone is offer-

ing anywhere that can to do that for you. And then, of 

course, there is the gift of Confession and absolution – 

which I, as your pastor, am obligated to provide you in 

private as well as in public. This is no vague assurance, 

but something real which is given to you. It’s like Baptism 

reapplied. It’s the cross with all its blessings handed to 

you all over again. It’s a fresh new start given to you by 

God, and not just a fleeting feeling of a new beginning. 

And then, of course, there is Holy Communion, which 

isn’t just a reminder of something that took place at some 

time in the past, but something real. It’s something here 

and now which Christ puts into your body to join you as 

one with our crucified Lord and Savior – to join you in 

that one true faith with all those who publicly confess the 

same truth. In all these precious gifts God is at work be-

stowing on you the forgiveness of sins – and, as the Cate-

chism teaches, where there is forgiveness of sins, there 

also is life and salvation. Though the attacks of the devil 

are real and powerful – and though you are still and will 

remain his target – God wants you to know you have a 

much stronger Savior who was not turned away from His 

journey to the cross to save you. 

As you might recall, Peter was won back after the inci-

dent in this morning’s Gospel, and he later learned, 

through the working of the Holy Spirit, how to deny him-

self and bear the cross. And the same thing applies to you, 

dear child of God. You have not been left to your own 

devices or strength to make it through this life – indeed, 

God has given you His grace so you might learn to deny 

yourself – although admittedly imperfectly. Every day, as 

you repent and endure suffering, you need to know that 

God not only hands you the forgiveness He won for us all 

on the cross, but also the divine motivation to take that 

forgiveness along with you into your daily calling. And 

when your Redeemer returns with His angels, you may be 

certain that with Him you will experience all the blessings 

of eternal life and the endless joy He has in store for all 

who are His. May it always be so, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


