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In the Name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Last week’s Gospel centered on 
St. Peter – specifically on his confession of Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God, the Living One. This confession 
of St. Peter was a turning point in our Lord’s life and 
ministry, because from that moment forward Jesus 
would constantly be explaining what this meant –that 
following His upcoming exodus to Jerusalem He would 
suffer many things, be crucified, die and raised to life 
again on the Third Day. On the surface all this seems 
quite straightforward. After all, each of us have heard 
this account so many time that much of its impact has 
been lost, because we know how it ends! But put your-
self in the disciples’ shoes for a moment as they were 
standing there before the Lord and Ruler of the universe 
– the One by whom all things were made – and He 
says: “I must go to Jerusalem and be killed.” No won-
der they were confused! 

As Martin Luther studied Holy Scripture, he discov-
ered that there are two ways people think and talk about 
faith. The first he called the “theology of glory” – 
which is how the world and sinful human reason almost 
always approaches faith and religion. The second he 
called the “theology of the cross” – which is the way 
Holy Scripture teaches us to think. Here in this text Pe-
ter was operating under the “theology of glory.” He 
wanted a popular, successful Savior, and along with it, 
a popular, successful Church. But what Peter soon dis-
covered is that God, having a very different measure of 
“success,” isn’t all that interested in popularity. 

What ought to frighten you about this is the fact that 
our own way of thinking often falls right in line with 
Peter’s, for by nature we almost always lean toward the 
“theology of glory.” We often don’t have in mind the 
things of God, but of men – and even worse, we are al-
so satanic in our opposition to the will of God. We 
claim to rely always upon God’s Word, but at the same 
time we don’t like Jesus’ pronouncement that He must 
go in Jerusalem, suffer at the hands of His enemies, and 
be crucified under Pontius Pilate – and all of it for our 
sin. Yet that is precisely what Jesus does because it’s 
God’s plan for our salvation, promised and revealed 
throughout the Old Testament – the very core and foun-
dation of the Christian Church! 

But what do you suppose happened to Peter, who 
only a few moments before had received Jesus’ promise 
that upon his confession the Church would be built, 
against which even the gates of hell could not prevail? 

Having just heard Jesus’ promise, Peter then went on to 
become a “stumbling block” in the path of Christ’s 
journey to the cross. Because Peter embraced the “the-
ology of glory” he falsely believed it was okay to lec-
ture Jesus about how a real Messiah ought to carry out 
God’s will. Peter couldn’t get his head around the idea 
that God’s plan might entail a cross and suffering. So, 
motivated by the “theology of glory” – as we ourselves 
often are – Peter, the so-called “rockman,” sought to 
take charge of and derail our Lord’s life and Mission – 
and so he dictated to Him how He ought to “take care 
of business.” 

But was Peter doing anything different than what 
you and I do? Tell me, what is the most common ques-
tion people ask about God? Is it perhaps: “Why does 
God allow Christians to suffer?” Or, better yet, “Why 
does He allow ‘good people’ to suffer?” But why do 
people think God owes them an answer to that ques-
tion? According to God’s Word, not a one of us is good, 
and none of us deserve anything good from God. In-
deed, every breath you breathe is due solely to God’s 
unmerited grace. Yet, when you suffer loss or endure 
some hardship, have you ever cast blame, gotten angry, 
bargained with God, or turned your back on Him? You 
see, in spite of the fact that we all deserve nothing but 
God’s wrath, He still daily showers you with countless 
undeserved blessings: sunshine, rain, and daily bread, 
just to name a few. Still, are we not inclined to believe 
– contrary to the clear teachings of God’s Word – that 
He still has no mercy or compassion toward us in our 
suffering – or else doesn’t care at all. 

Consider everything Christ has freely won for you 
with His life, suffering, death and resurrection. As the 
sinless Son of the Living God, Jesus most certainly 
didn’t deserve any of what He received. The holy, 
righteous Son of God was utterly and entirely blameless 
in all matters. And yet, for us poor sinners He willingly 
suffered an agony so great that we can’t even begin to 
imagine it. So don’t think for a moment God doesn’t 
care about you or your situation – or that He couldn’t 
possibly understand the pain you’re going through! He 
understands far more completely and fully than you or I 
will ever know. 

But God’s Word not only teaches that suffering 
come as a result of the fact that we are sinners living in 
a sinful world, but also because we are Christians bear-
ing the cross of Christ. St. Paul instructs us that you are 
to rejoice when God counts you worthy to share in this 



suffering – because it also means you have a share in 
His everlasting life. And though you may wonder with 
Jeremiah why your pain sometimes seems unending – 
and why it’s so much harder to bear up under it in the 
knowledge that it may be as a result of your faith – may 
I suggest to you that the reason such suffering is so hard 
to bear is because by nature – like Peter – for some un-
fathomable reason, we all keep falling back into that 
dreadful, deadly “theology of glory” – thinking our life 
ought to be a bed of roses even if no one else’s is. 

When our Lord called Peter “Satan” and said to him: 
“Get behind Me” – and also when He said: “Anyone 
{who} would come after Me must take up his cross and 
follow Me” – He actually used the very same Greek 
word. Now that might seem to be a rather trifling mat-
ter, but it’s significance lies in the fact that Jesus wasn’t 
so much saying to Peter – and us – that we need to “get 
out of His face” and leave Him alone, but rather that we 
ought to get back in line and follow Him. You aren’t 
supposed to take your lead from the devil, the world, or 
your own sinful flesh, but only from Christ. And no 
matter how foolish, weak, painful, unpopular, boring, or 
“whatever” His way might seem at any particular mo-
ment – you don’t have the right to question, but only to 
follow. Here then is Christ’s call to true discipleship – 
that in the fullest sense of the word, you must learn both 
how to live and how to die from the example of our 
Crucified God Himself! 

True Christian discipleship isn’t a program or a 
gimmick, it’s a way of living your entire life twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week, three-hundred-
sixty-five days a year. It means bearing your cross pa-
tiently, joyfully and confidently in the knowledge that 
you are carrying the cross of Christ Himself. As a disci-
ple of our Crucified God, everything you are and ever 
will be has already been shaped and patterned by His 
cross. You live, as it were, a crucified life, believing 
that as you died with Christ in Baptism – and that as 
you die with Him on a daily basis through repentance – 
you will also live with Him forever. That’s the paradox-
ical heart of Christianity – that death abounds wherever 
there is true life, so that whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for Christ’s sake 
will find it. 

As a Christian – and this, dear friends, is what it 
means to be a Christian – your entire life – body, soul 
and everything you have – is offered up to God daily as 
a “living sacrifice.” But when you look in the mirror 
and consider your life, what do you see? Is it difficult to 
drag yourself out of bed on Sunday morning? Is it hard 
to set aside even a few dollars each week for the work 
of the Church and the Ministry of Christ? Does it em-
barrass you to pray before eating a meal in public? Is it 
too much bother and fuss to pray and worship daily 

with your family at home? Is it just too much trouble to 
spend a few minutes in God’s Word each day so that 
God can feed you? Remember Jesus’ question to His 
disciples in the Garden: “Could you not watch and pray 
with Me one hour?” Is even that more than you are 
willing to “suffer” for the sake of Him who suffered 
everything for you? 

Not a one of us are as faithful as we ought to be. 
None of us are following after Jesus in the way of the 
cross as He bids us to do. Believe me, I know from per-
sonal experience. It’s one thing to live your life this 
way when everything is coming up roses, but it’s a dif-
ferent matter entirely when your life comes crashing 
down around your ears. The spirit may be willing, but 
the flesh is very weak. Yet, if even the great Apostle, 
Peter, could go from a beautiful confession of faith one 
moment to satanic temptation the next, you shouldn’t be 
all that surprised when you find such inconsistency and 
failing within your own life. 

Now non of this is intended to be a cheap excuse, 
I’m simply offering it up as another example of your 
need for the very cross we all try so very hard to avoid 
– not the cross we carry for ourselves, but the cross 
God’s own dear Son carried for us – the cross on which 
His holy, precious blood was shed for the forgiveness 
of your sin – that cross which stands forever between 
the righteous wrath of God and our pathetic unfaithful-
ness, as it shields us with the Body of our Savior, and is 
granted to us freely as gift by the pure mercy and grace 
of our God – Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit – in the 
waters of Holy Baptism. 

Maybe you were too young to remember your own 
Baptism, but it hasn’t been all that long ago that here in 
this place – right there at the font – you heard the very 
same words spoken by the mouth of this pastor which 
were also spoken over you on the day God took you 
into His kingdom by Baptism: “Receive the sign of the 
Holy cross both upon your forehead and upon your 
heart, to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the Cruci-
fied.” In these words God seeks to remind you that, like 
all those who are Baptized into Christ, you also belong 
to our Crucified God. This makes no sense to the world, 
of course, but then neither do you as a Christian. Your 
entire life is a life lived out under the shadow of the 
cross of this crucified God and in the shelter of His out-
stretched arms. This is the same God who once carried 
the cross for you – and who now carries it with you. It’s 
the same God who will graciously watch over and pro-
tect you until the Last Day arrives – that Day when 
He’ll come one final time in glory to carry you, me and 
all His children out of this vale of tears to Himself in 
Heaven – and all this He will do solely by the power of 
His Name – and all of it for the sake of your salvation. 
Amen. 

 


