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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. One of the true joys of being a 
pastor is the opportunity I have to proclaim God’s Word 
to God’s people – which, in this morass of relativism 
and feel-goodism, is a breath of fresh air – the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth spoken clearly 
and boldly in the midst of Satan’s great lie. But, is that 
what you came to hear this morning? Have you come to 
hear something you hope will make you feel good – 
something that will make you feel happy – something 
that will make you feel fulfilled and content? Have you 
come to hear a message about a God who offers only 
unconditional love, makes no demands, and has no ex-
pectations of His people? Do you want me to tell you 
about a God who brings only peace, prosperity and 
happiness? Hey, I’d like some of that God, too! 
Wouldn’t that be great?! Isn’t that a nice thought? But, 
frankly,  that’s precisely what you’re likely to get in far 
too many houses of worship these days. 

So that leaves us with a problem, doesn’t it? – this 
morning’s Gospel text. There we find ourselves con-
fronted with a Jesus who refuses to be pounded into the 
mold of what we think “our” God ought to look like. 
All of a sudden we find ourselves face to face and up to 
our eyeballs in a flood of God’s wrath. What’s a person 
to do? To see and hear our Savior say that He has come 
to “cast fire on the earth” – what are you to do with 
that? I mean, isn’t it somewhat of a problem to hear the 
Prince of Peace saying He didn’t come to bring peace? 
How do you deal with that? Or, should you simply ig-
nore it, move on to something else, and hope no one 
notices? I’m thinking that technique won’t last very 
long, because eventually someone will stumble over 
this text and wonder what it means. Maybe that’s hap-
pening in your mind right now. 

I suppose a good place to start would be to recognize 
that our Lord’s statement about casting fire on the earth 
has its roots in the Old Testament book of Malachi. 
There we read about how the Lord will come one day 
like a “refiner’s fire” to cleanse and purify the sons of 
Levi – that this fire will separate the righteous from the 
unrighteous, and that the day of His coming will “burn 
like an oven” and consume all the wicked. So the fire 
Christ is talking about has a dual purpose. On the one 
hand, it’s intended to purify, cleanse, and strengthen 
those who believe. And on the other, when Jesus returns 

at the end of days, those who have rejected Him as Sav-
ior and Lord will be consigned to the everlasting fires 
of hell. In other words, that which refuses to be purified 
by God will be destroyed by Him. 

Just listen for a moment to a few of the many state-
ments Jesus made concerning peace. He said: “peace to 
him who is far, and to him who is near,” “I will give 
you lasting peace in this place,” and, “I will reveal to 
them an abundance of peace and truth.” He also said to 
His disciples: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give 
to you,” “these things I have spoken to you, that in Me 
you may have peace.” And remember, this is the One of 
whom it has been written: “His name will be called . . . 
Prince of Peace,” “there will be no end to the increase 
of His government or of peace,” “the steadfast of mind 
You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in 
You,” and, “You will establish peace for us.” 

Regarding the wicked and those who refuse this gift 
of peace, our Lord Jesus also said that there will be no 
peace. “I have withdrawn My peace from this people,” 
“they will seek peace, but there will be none,” “I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword,” and in our text for 
this morning: “Do you think that I have come to give 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.” 
Wow! What could it mean that all these statements 
stand beside one another in Holy Scripture? Is it a para-
dox? Is it an oxymoron, or at the very least a stark con-
tradiction? Not at all. You see, when Jesus speaks of 
granting peace, it’s not worldly peace He’s talking 
about. The only peace He brings or wants to bring is the 
peace of God – not some utopian age or political, eco-
nomic peace. In fact, Christ’s statements about “peace” 
expose every false theology and theory that tries to 
make Him out to be some kind of political or social lib-
erator – which might be a good thing to remember in 
this insane year of political turmoil. 

And what Jesus says about division is absolutely 
true. I’m sure you must know by now that a living, live-
ly faith in Jesus can, does and will cause division. 
Wherever those who have faith in Christ are mixed-in 
with those who don’t, there is going to be conflict. It’s 
always been true, and it always will be true. In fact, it’s 
even true when there are those who claim to have faith 
in Jesus, but believe conflicting things about Him. 
Truth demands falsehood be exposed and condemned 
for what it is. And the fact of the matter is that those 



who are wrong don’t like to be told they’re wrong. And, 
while there are those – even within our own Church 
family – who would prefer we just shut up and get 
along, faithfulness to the truth of Jesus Christ will not 
permit us to simply sit silently by while Christ’s name 
is slandered, or His teachings twisted beyond recogni-
tion. We are compelled to speak the truth – albeit it in 
love – but speak it we must! For when Jesus calls 
someone to be part of His heavenly family, that call is a 
call to true discipleship, a call to follow Him no matter 
where it might lead – a call to put our Lord Jesus first in 
all things – even in front of family and friends. A disci-
ple must be prepared to follow Jesus, even in the face of 
resistance from those who are most near and dear. 

For that reason Jesus Christ is the Great Divider. 
This is the Child who was “set for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel.” If you’re not with Him, you’re against 
Him – which, by the way, will set Him against you. He 
is the “Stumbling Block” many trip over on their way to 
eternal death. Friends, the tragic tale of history is that 
some refuse to love the truth, and in their refusal they 
also refuse to be saved. There is no such thing as uni-
versal salvation. To be sure, Jesus died for all, but 
Christianity requires real, genuine faith to exist in the 
heart of the believer. Remember how Jesus’ garments 
were “divided” while He was still on the cross? Well, 
people are still “divided” over Him and His cross. And 
that causes the kind of splits and divisions we encounter 
every day of our lives. The division of the sheep from 
the goats is happening right here and now. The question 
is: Which side are you on? And, who in your life is on 
the other side? 

Now, I hope you understand Jesus doesn’t want 
these divisions – no, quite the contrary. After all, He is 
the One who “came to seek and to save the lost.” And 
what’s heaviest on His heart in our text is this “Bap-
tism” He has to be Baptized with – which is nothing 
other than His suffering and death for the sin of the 
world. Our Lord Jesus would not rest until He had ac-
complished our salvation – your salvation and mine. 
That was the very purpose for which He came. If He 
was all about dividing people, He could have done that 
a lot more easily than going through all He had to do 
save us. In fact, we really don’t need any help in that 
department. We can come up with all kinds of reasons 
to hate one another and be divided all on our own. 

What we find in Jesus, really, is a means of uniting 
people. We may have different views on politics, dif-
ferent tastes in music, and different foods we prefer 

over others. Sports fans will continue to argue about 
which team is the best. Shoot, we even take polls to see 
which is the more popular soft drink. But regardless of 
our differences, we are all still one in Christ. So, while 
to some Christ is a cause of division, to many, many 
others, He’s the greatest unifying Force ever known. He 
not only makes us one with each other, but more im-
portantly, He makes us one with the Father. As the old 
joke goes: On earth there are Baptists and Catholics, 
Methodists and Presbyterians, but we’ll all be Luther-
ans in heaven! The point is, whatever our differences 
here on earth – great or small – we will all be in perfect 
agreement when, because of our common faith in Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord, we will all stand together 
before Him on that great Day of the Resurrection of all 
flesh. 

Truth be know, God’s great love for sinners, as well 
as His desire not to be divided nor separated from us on 
account of our sin, is what moved Him to send His Son 
to the cross to die in our place. There Jesus bridged the 
gap between God and man, and because that fissure has 
now been forever closed, there no longer need be any 
divisions between us. Sadly, however, these divisions 
continue. But Jesus has borne the heat of His fire so that 
He might bolster us in the face of ours. It’s not easy to 
be at odds with those you love. It’s not easy to stand 
your ground when you’re the only one in your family 
that shares your faith! But in that act of joining you to 
the Father, and at the same time uniting you with Him-
self and filling you with the Holy Spirit, our Lord has 
blessed you with a faith the likes of which was able to 
sustain Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Like those 
young Hebrew men in Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace, 
you can emerge from the flames without so much as a 
hint of smoke on your clothing! 

That’s how much God loves you. And though you 
may stand alone when you stand in the presence of the 
Holy Trinity, it doesn’t matter who else you may be up 
against; you have them outnumbered! Now, beloved, if 
that doesn’t make you feel good, if that doesn’t make 
you feel happy, fulfilled and contented, if that doesn’t 
demonstrate the unconditional love of God, if that 
doesn’t make your heart sing, and if that doesn’t give 
you peace . . . well then, I don’t know what will. May 
God unite us all through true faith in His Son, our Sav-
ior. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


