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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel our 

Lord Christ asked His disciples what might well be 

the most important question ever asked of anyone: 

“Who do you think I am?” Peter, responding for the 

the twelve, replied literally: “You are the Christ, the 

Son of God – the Living One.” And that was when 

Jesus spoke these words: “You are ‘Petros,’ and upon 

this ‘petra’ I will build my Church; against which the 

gates of Hell shall not prevail.” The difference be-

tween these two words, “Petros” and “petra,” is that 

“Petros” is the disciple, Peter, while “petra” is the 

foundation upon which Jesus promised to build His 

Church. A “petra,” properly speaking and understood, 

is a rocky cliff, while a “petros” is a portion of that 

cliff, detached or broken off. Hence, if you wanted to 

make this translation more literal, you might say: 

“You are ‘Petros’, the ‘Rockman,’ and upon this 

‘petra’ – this thing which makes you a ‘Rockman” – 

upon that I will build My Church, and the gates of 

Hell will not be able to stand up against it.” 

What was it that made Peter so “rock-like” that 

Jesus would give him such a name? Was it his stead-

fast character? That’s not very likely. Remember, it 

wasn’t long after Peter spoke these words that Jesus 

gave him another name: “Satan!” And it was only a 

short time after that that Peter showed his true char-

acter to be more like Jell-O than rock when he denied 

Jesus three times in quick succession on the night of 

His betrayal and arrest. So, Peter’s “rockiness” cer-

tainly wasn’t founded upon the strength of his char-

acter, for the strength of his character was no better 

than yours or mine. So, what is it that made him so 

“rocky?” It was Peter’s confession of Jesus as the 

Christ, the Son of God, the Living One – his confes-

sion that Jesus is the true Rock, the impenetrable 

Foundation upon which God builds His Church. 

And inasmuch as you also make that very same 

confession about Christ every time you recite the 

words of one of the Church’s Creeds, it is therefore 

certainly proper that you also be called “petroi” – 

“Rockmen” and “Rockwomen” – even as Peter him-

self would later write in his first Epistle: “You, as 

living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house” 

when you “come to Him as to a Living Stone, reject-

ed by men, but chosen by God and precious.” Dear 

Christian, Jesus is that chief Cornerstone who has 

become a Rock of Stumbling for many, but Life and 

Salvation for all who know Him as the solid Rock 

upon which the Church is built. 

So, with Jesus as your Rock, it’s both right and 

proper for you to see yourself as an integral part of 

that Church which our Lord promised to build – and 

against which the Gates of Hell cannot prevail. But 

remember, gates don’t “attack” anything. All they do 

is keep people in or out. That’s why, as a Christian, 

Christ’s promise is that the Gates of hell cannot keep 

you trapped inside your sin any longer, no matter 

how great it might be! Still, in this modern-day world 

where the identity of our Savior is always being 

called into question, there will always be a temptation 

to leave this confession behind and align yourself 

with the rest of society. That’s why it’s essential that 

you never lose sight of all that our Savior accom-

plished – those things which enabled St. Peter to 

make his rock-like confession. 

The reason Jesus came into our world was not to 

be an earthly King, or to show you how to live a 

more victorious life. It was to suffer, to die and rise 

again for the life of the world – for your sin and 

mine. If Jesus had not accomplished this, you would 

still be in your sin and facing an eternity in Hell. 

Hence, Christ willingly allowed Himself to be aban-

doned on the cross and left to die, filthy with your sin 

even while His holy, precious blood was being spilt 

out on the ground to pay your ransom. Christ came as 

a seemingly ordinary Infant lying in a manger, born 

of a virgin, even as Holy Scripture attests. But alt-

hough He came humble and lowly, He is nonetheless 

still your Rock and Fortress – the One who has come 

to change you into the “Rockmen” and “Rockwom-

en” He desires you to be. He comes in ordinary 

words, water, bread and wine, saying: “Take eat, this 

is My body. Take, drink, this is My blood, given and 

shed for you, for the forgiveness of your sin.” And 

with these words He bids you to partake of this Meal 

and confess that what you are really receiving is the 

very flesh and blood of Him who is the “Christ, the 
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Son of the God, the Living One” – the One in whom 

alone forgiveness is now yours. 

Even though in this life Satan will continue to be 

your “accuser” – though he will attempt to hold you 

in the chains of your sin, your comfort rests on the 

fact that the Holy One of Israel, our Savior, descend-

ed into the very depths of Hell itself to declare Him-

self Victor over sin, death and the devil. Because 

death could not hold Him, neither can it cannot hold 

you who cling to Him as your Savior! What joy is 

yours, then, as a member of Christ’s Church, to be 

able to use the keys our Savior gave to St. Peter so 

that Satan-accused, tormented sinners such as your-

selves might be released from Satan’s prison house 

and given access to the heavenly places through the 

glorious gates of our Lord’s Church. Our Savior ex-

ercises these keys when His pastors speak Christ’s 

Absolution into your ears – and when He declares 

this Absolution is “for real” in His very own body 

and blood which He gives you to eat and to drink. 

These keys bind and loose even as they also declare 

God’s holiness and grace. They show us sinners the 

horror of our sin, while at the same time pointing us 

to our Savior. And while they condemn error and er-

rorists to Hell, they also set free even the most ob-

scene sinner from all his sin – yes, even you. 

When the Church uses these keys – when pastors 

preach the demands and promises of God – the Law 

and the Gospel – when Christians hold in high regard 

the Sacraments of Holy Absolution, Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper – the Church is busy making Her as-

sault on the Gates of hell, and Satan is being robbed 

and despoiled of his kingdom. Indeed, that’s the 

Church’s work here on this side of heaven. She isn’t 

supposed to merrily sit on Her hands silently await-

ing Jesus’ return, but to actively attack Satan’s 

stronghold in the knowledge that Christ, the Rock, is 

stronger than the evil one, and that the devil has al-

ready been destroyed on Calvary’s cross. 

But what part do you play in this plundering of 

Satan’s kingdom? I’d like to suggest that when you 

bring your children to the Font – and continue bring-

ing them to God’s house to listen to and receive 

God’s Word – that is precisely what you are doing. 

You are acting as a “marauder” of Satan’s kingdom – 

a plundering thief stealing your children back from 

our old evil foe in the waters of Holy Baptism. When 

you partake of the Lord’s Supper you’re not only re-

ceiving Christ’s promised forgiveness, life, and sal-

vation, you’re raiding Satan’s kingdom and pro-

claiming to the world that our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

not only died for you, but also has risen from the 

dead, and will come again on the Last Day. Your 

faithful confession of Christ as the Rock and Founda-

tion of the Church both cripples and infuriates the 

devil. 

Dear Christian, so long as you remain in Christ’s 

Church where the Law and Gospel keys are being 

exercised, you will be privileged to enjoy sweet vic-

tory over Satan’s kingdom, because your crusade is 

being carried out by the blood of Christ and in the 

power of His resurrection. This was the thrust of  

Luther’s well-known hymn, “A Mighty Fortress,” 

where he wrote: “Though devils all the world should 

fill, all eager to devour us, we tremble not, we fear no 

ill: they shall not overpower us! This world’s prince 

may still, scowl fierce as he will, he can harm us 

none – he’s judged; the deed is done; one little Word 

can fell him!” And that Word, dear Christian, that 

Word is Jesus – the suffering, dying One, the Christ, 

the Son of God, the Living One! 

In Him our Lord and God has freed you from the 

devil’s prison – and enabled you to also ravage and 

pillage that prison to free the souls of others. You do 

this every time you hear and believe Christ’s Word, 

trust in His Absolution, receive His very body and 

blood into your mouth, and confess the death and 

Resurrection of Jesus, as God gives you opportunity, 

until that Day when He comes again in glory to take 

you home. This victory is yours because Peter’s con-

fession is true, and the “Rock” he points you to is the 

Church’s one Foundation. This Man on the cross – 

battered, bleeding, and dying – this piece of bread 

and this cup of wine – Christ’s true body and blood – 

and God’s voice of Absolution and forgiveness which 

are spoken into your ears – these are nothing other 

than “the Christ, the Son of God, the Living One” in 

whom the Father’s love is certain – and in whom you 

have a sure salvation. May it always be so for His 

name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


