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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. C.S. Lewis, the well-known Christian 

writer, in his seven-book series, The Chronicles of Narnia 

– some of which have been made into full length movies – 

masterfully wove the story of a magical door that leads to 

another dimension and the imaginary world of Narnia. If 

you aren’t familiar with the story, the door leading to 

Narnia was located in the back of a free-standing ward-

robe closet in an upstairs bedroom of a kindly old profes-

sor’s house in London sometime during World War II. In 

this fictional work Lewis colorfully lays out the Biblical 

account of good, evil, sin and grace in the lives of four 

children who discover the door quite by accident while 

playing hide and seek in the attic of the old professor’s 

house. On this side of the door was our world as the chil-

dren knew it at the time – a world torn apart by the ravag-

es of war – and on the other side was the magical land of 

Narnia which could be entered simply by stepping 

through the door behind the fur coats stored in the ward-

robe. 

Now while the seven books that make up The Chroni-

cles of Narnia are nothing more than fantasy, there is a 

door which leads from the reality of this fallen world into 

another which is just as real – a door which leads, if you 

will, from the temporal, transitory kingdom of the world 

in which we live into the eternal, unchangeable kingdom 

of God. Jesus speaks of that door in this morning’s Gos-

pel. This is the door He calls “narrow” – a door which 

ought to be of supreme importance to you and to all hu-

man beings. For it is this door alone which leads out of 

the temporary, transient kingdom of this sinful, fallen 

world into the eternal, everlasting kingdom of our heaven-

ly Father. And it is this door alone which provides the 

only means of safely passing from this world into the 

next. 

On one side of this door – our side of the door, if you 

will – is the kingdom of this world. The kingdom of this 

world, in a word, is a kingdom characterized by death and 

dying – all of which is the result of our inherent separa-

tion from God, the Creator of all things – and that, by rea-

son of our sin. But in spite of the fact that we are sur-

rounded by death and dying – and even though this often 

causes us great terror and alarm – nevertheless we have 

managed to foster among ourselves a false sense of securi-

ty regarding what all this death and dying means. Though 

there is nothing to support such a notion, many still foster 

the false belief that simply acknowledging the existence 

of a “god” – any “god,” so long as one is sincere in that 

belief – is all anyone needs to be “saved” – whatever that 

means. This idea is preached in our neighborhoods and 

taught in homes everywhere as truth. In the kingdom of 

this world many actually believe they are going to live 

eternally with God in His kingdom simply because they 

acknowledge that there is a God. But sadly, when the end 

comes, what everyone who so believes will ultimately 

discover is that the kingdom of this world is still a king-

dom of death and dying – and that apart from saving faith 

in Jesus Christ, no one can escape its deadly clutches. 

On the other side of this door lies the kingdom of God. 

That kingdom is characterized by life, rather than death. 

In the kingdom of God, death has been swallowed up in 

victory – the victory of Jesus Christ, who rose triumphant 

over the grave on that first Easter morning following His 

death by cruel crucifixion. In the kingdom of God, men 

and women have been restored to a right relationship with 

Him through the blood-bought gift of forgiveness earned 

by Jesus on the tree of the cross. In the kingdom of God 

there is true life – for it’s there where we discover the 

blessed truth that salvation is to be found not in one’s self, 

but rather in the holy, righteous life, suffering, death, and 

resurrection of God’s only begotten Son, the world’s only 

Savior. In this kingdom men and women not only know 

about God, but they actually know Him as He has re-

vealed Himself in Holy Scripture – as the One in whom 

alone is life, hope, forgiveness and salvation. 

So, on the one hand there is the kingdom of this world 

– the kingdom of death and dying – and on the other hand 

is the Kingdom of God – the kingdom of life and living. 

Dear friends, these are the only two kingdom’s there are – 

and what separates them – as Jesus here teaches in this 

morning’s Gospel text – what separates them is a door – 

that narrow door through which it is difficult, yea, almost 

impossible, to pass – but it is that door, nevertheless, 

which you must use – that is, if you are to have any hope 

at all of entering into God’s heavenly kingdom. 

Now considering this door you have to be careful – 

because if you aren’t careful you might leave here this 

morning with the grievous misunderstanding that God 

requires you to find your own way – your own door out of 

the kingdom of this world so that you can enter into the 

kingdom of God. If you’re not careful with Jesus’ words 

you might be left questioning your own faith. You might 

leave here wondering if you have made sufficient effort so 

that God will allow you to enter through that narrow door 
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by which you must enter into His kingdom. You might 

inquire as to whether you’ve really passed from the king-

dom of this world into the kingdom of God – or if you’re 

only fooling yourself. You might be concerned as to 

whether you will be one of those who, on the Last Day, 

will hear those awful words of judgment coming from 

Jesus’ lips: “I don’t know you – nor where you come 

from. Depart from Me, you workers of evil, into the ever-

lasting fire prepared from the beginning for the devil and 

his hellish angels of death.” 

Here, my dear brothers and sisters, here is where you 

must take your eyes off of yourself so that you can focus 

more carefully on the Word of God which alone can save 

you. You see, the door which leads to the kingdom of God 

is narrow because it’s a door which requires true repent-

ance and sorrow over sin, as well as grace and trust. It’s 

the door through which all must first be brought low be-

fore they can enter into it. In the words of one commenta-

tor: “only bent quite low, made utterly small, disrobed of 

any righteousness of our own, and wholly willing to have 

the coat of our flesh removed from us down to the last 

rag, can anyone ever hope to get through the narrow 

door.” 

The point, you see, is that it’s only through the work of 

God in His Holy Word and blessed Sacraments that we 

sinners can be brought to that place where we can enter 

into God’s kingdom. There is no way any of us could ever 

do it by ourselves or on our own. The Law first has to 

crush us, so that the Gospel might draw us to the door. In 

Baptism we must be drowned before we can be raised to 

life – as in that blessed flood the old man of sin is put to 

death and the new man brought forth to live before God in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. As 

Luther said in the first of his 95 Theses posted on the 

Church door in Wittenberg at the beginning of the Refor-

mation: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 

‘Repent,’ He willed that the entire life of a believer be one 

of repentance.” In other words, when our Savior calls you 

to repent, His will is that you live your life according to 

who you are – a Baptized child of God, and an heir of the 

kingdom of life. 

So then, the first thing we know about this door which 

leads to the kingdom of God is that it’s narrow. It’s nar-

row because it involves the Law – the Law which brings 

you low so that you can be raised up by the Gospel. It’s 

narrow because you can’t walk through it upright, trusting 

in yourself. But there’s something else you need to know 

about this door, and that’s that one day this door will for-

ever be closed – closed tight. When our Lord Christ 

comes again there will be many who trusted not in Him 

and His marvelous work, but only in a casual knowledge 

of Him. There will be many who will cry out, “We ate and 

drank with You, and You taught in our streets!” – even 

though the entire time they refused to listen to His teach-

ing. They knew of Him, but they did not know who He 

was. Beloved, it’s not enough for you to be part of what 

many consider to be a “Christian nation” – while at the 

same time you have a closed, dusty Bible and Catechism 

sitting on or underneath your coffee table. Jesus knows 

those who are His own, and one day the door will be 

closed for all those who, in this life, never thought it im-

portant enough to come to a knowledge of who He really 

is. 

The Good News, however, is that if the door is one day 

going to be closed, for now it’s still standing wide open. 

Until the Day of Christ’s Second Coming, God has al-

lowed us to live, if you will, in this season of grace. Even 

though the time from Jesus’ death and resurrection for-

ward has been a time of great struggle and tribulation for 

the world and for the Church, it has also been a time of 

great grace. From pulpits like this one – and from true 

Christian Churches everywhere – this Word of God’s 

grace continues to go out with the blessed message that 

Christ has been given for you – that His body has been 

broken for you – that His blood has been shed for you – 

and that His life has been spent so that you might never 

have to die but have true life in God’s eternal kingdom. 

The age in which we live, dear friends, is an age of 

grace. And it’s the nail-pierced, bloodied hands of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ which have brought you into this age 

– this age where the door to the kingdom of God is nar-

row, but nonetheless still open. Here in God’s Church, 

dear children of God, here in God’s Church is where our 

Lord deigns you to come – and come often – so that you 

might hear anew the invitation of Christ. Here is where 

our Savior, working through His blessed Word and Holy 

Sacraments gives you all you need to live that life of con-

stant repentance God desires of you. Here is where you 

hear, taste, eat and drink the promise of God which is giv-

en to you in Word, water, bread and wine. See the font 

where in Baptism God washed away your sins. See the 

Altar where Christ’s broken body and spilt blood is wait-

ing to give You our Savior’s life and salvation, even as 

Jesus Himself promised on the night when He was be-

trayed. You, dear friends, you have passed from death to 

life. God has swept you through His narrow Door and 

translated you out of the kingdom of this world into the 

kingdom of His Son. May it always be so, for His sake. 

Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


