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In the name of Jesus, the Bread of Life come do

from heaven. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel — sjpeq

ically where our Lord was speaking to the Jewsirgay
“I AM the Bread come down from heaven” — peop
responded with murmuring, grumbling and complai
ing. “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whateef

and mother we know? How can He now say: ‘I car

down from heaven?” Never mind the fact that Jes
words came only as a result of their earlier regtiest
He give them that Bread of which one may eat and n
er die. Never mind that He was only telling thera t
wonderful Good News that before them stood the v
Savior of the world — the only Hope of fallen mamki—~
and that those who placed their trust in Him waud-
er die, but enjoy an eternity with Him in heaven!

On hearing this wonderful Good News you'd thin

they would have been ecstatic — not so! Insteag t
said: “Oh no! That can’t be true. This is just Jesuthat
Kid who used to live in Nazareth, the carpenterts.S
His mom and dad and He moved here years ago. Wj{
known Him since he was a Boy. There’s nothing sj
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wriooked at the situation they were facing, and winary

i had to decide whether God would actually deliver on
His promise, it always faltered — because whenejeu

e vate human reason over faith, human reason wiinoft

In-win out, hands down.

Now I'm not suggesting human reason is a bad
N€hing. Indeed in the affairs of this life and wortéason
ISis a good and gracious gift from God — and ougtiieto
used. To be sure, it's this good gift that enaples to

€ decide whether to buy or sell — make a decisioruabo

' what's good for your body and physical well-beingr—

FYmake a judgment regarding which candidate seems
best-suited to serve as president, governor, mayor,
whatever. On the basis of God-given human reasan yo
might choose for yourself a career to embark upon —

k what the best course of action might be in anyi@aer

nesituation.

But in the things concerning the Spirit — the tlsing
. God demands on the one hand or promises on the othe
P V€ human reasocannot be trusted — but only that Word
P€Which proceeds from the mouth of Gddere you must

cial about Him. How can He be babbling on about-hav pag(q only the Word of God. You must “frust in the

ing come down from heaven? He must be lying or m
sively confused.” So, when the multitudes who'd go
chasing after our Lord received what they had ctane
they were offended by it. They grumbled, murmur
and complained — just like Israel of old.

Why do you suppose this happened? Well, look
Elijah in this morning’s Old Testament Lesson. So
after God had given him victory on Mount Carmel rov|
the 450 prophets of Baal whom Elijah had put tatke
the prophet caught wind of Jezebel's threat to take
life for slaying all her so-called holy men, and \nes
scared to death. Elijah had singlehandedly triurdpk
over 450 men who had a great following, yet hd s
feared for his life and ran away. He ran straigbif
Mt. Carmel south about 90 miles to Beersheba — &/h¢
leaving his servant, he traveled another day’snjeur
into the desert and collapsed under a broom trge.
hausted, he gave up and cried out to God: “Lonek |
had enough! Just take my life!”

What had happened in such a short time that Eli
was able to go from an amazing victory over his-ef
mies to abject despair? Well, the answer to thes-qu
tions: “Why did the children of Israel murmur agstin
both God and His Christ?” and “Why did Elijah giv
up?” is one and the same. Each had allowed hunaan

ASLord with all your heart, and lean not on your oum
" derstanding.” Fallen human reason asks: “How are we
going to make it out here in this wilderness with n
Pdfood or water?” — “How am | going survive when wick
ed queen Jezebel has a bounty on my head?” — “How
atan Someone who appears so common — who’'s been
bnliving among us for so long, and whose parentsatze
e in our midst — say He is the One who has come down
from heaven?” — “How is it, since we can't seetliat
the Church is able to make the claim that God isac
ly present here in this place built with wood, and
emortar — that He speaks His very own words of for-
lil giveness through the mouths of His Pastors — tiat t
Holy Spirit creates faith through mere water andrdlVo
er in Holy Baptism — or that the Son of God gives us H
very body and blood to eat and drink for the foegigss
E of sins, in, with, and under simple bread and vimtne
Supper?”

Here in this text our Lord is teaching us to muzzle

jalthe ox of human reason in matters of the Chridtgth

neso that we might simply trust Him and His promises.
e Were the children of Israel not fed by God with arm

ing meal of manna, and an evening meal of quall
e throughout their 40 years in the wilderness? W4galtl
renot sustained by the Lord on just two meals agde t

son to triumph over faith. And when human reas

pneled through the desert those 40 days from Beeasizeb



Mt. Horeb — a distance of nearly 250 miles? Were
multitudes not fed by the hand of our Savior witiyo
five barley loaves and two fish? And was this fegdi
not a sign infinitely greater than the sign thewdo
wrongly attributed to Moses — since it was actuphy-
duced by the very God of Creation come down frg
heaven in human flesh — the One who was now sta
ing before them? Yet human reason still continues
doubt. It murmurs, complains, and always asks
more.

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who s
Me draws him,” says Jesus. But human reason c
plains, saying: “Wait a minute, I'm the one who fiolu
and decided to follow Jesus.” Yet what are we ditw
our Savior’s clear, unambiguous words thatone can
come to Him unless the Father draws him? The igutl
that unless God first draws a person to Christetle
no way they will ever eat of the Bread of Life, ibgk
in, or follow Jesus. Bringing sinners like us te thav-
ior is God’s work alone — even as the Scripturesuty
testify — and as we confess in the Catechism iretie
planation to the "3 Article of the Creed: “I believe that |
cannot by my own reason or strength believe insle
Christ, my Lord — or come to Him — but the Holy &pi
has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faitht’s |
God’s doing — not ours — that draws us to the Savio

And how does He do that? Again, the Catechis

h continue believing in Jesus, that’s also the wdrkhe
Father through the Holy Spirit — enlightening aats
tifying you through the Gospel. And when the day fi
nally arrives for you to die in that one, true, isgv
faith, that's likewise the work of the Father drawi

myou to Himself through the Person and work of H® S

nd- by the Holy Spirit working through the Word and

t Sacraments of His Bride, the Church.

fOr That Jesus used the word, “draw,” here in this i@xt
significant, for in Greek this word denotes thelipglin
entf a dead weight — like what happens if your carsru
pmeut of fuel a half mile from the gas station and y@ave
to push it up to the pump by yourself. In the Nees-T
tament this word is used when speaking of bringing
net bursting with fish — or dragging someone betbee
authorities. Our Savior also used this word of Hiths
when He said: “And |, if | am lifted up from therég |
will draw all people to Myself.” Dear friends, while you
were still dead in your trespasses and sins, ood god
gracious God mercifully drew you to Christ so tiat
might believe in Him, partake of Him, and live foes.
Even after God creates this Christ-grasping fdakith,
suwill continue drawing all who are His to Himself st
none be lost.

1l God does all this simply because His desire is that
you receive His wonderful gifts. He draws you to
Christ, the Bread of Life, by teaching you throuble

smGospel. And just as surely as He draws you — becaus

N

reminds us that we are called by the Gospel. Thg Ho of His great love — He also wants you to know thet

Spirit calls us through that blessed Word of Godcivh
tells us that in Christ we have forgiveness, sawat
and life. Jesus Himself said that those who listeand

learn from the Father are the ones who will come
Him. St. Paul wrote that “faith comes by hearingd a
hearing by the Word of Christ.” And he also wrotawh

he wasn’t ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, becHigse
the power of God unto salvation to everyone who |
lieves. And as the Augsburg Confession teachest-in
der for such faith to be apprehended, the Offic¢hef
Holy Ministry was established so that through thesm
sage of the Gospel — written, spoken, taught, jec
applied through Baptism, and received in the Suppe
God the Father — both initially and forever aftewil
continue to draw sinners to Christ to be saved.

“No one can come to Me unless the Father ... drg
him.” That's a pretty bold statement. Jesus is rggay|
that your salvation isolely and entirely the work of
God. When you first believed, it was the Fathemding
you to Christ by means of the Gospel — even thoy

cause of His drawing you already have eternal -ife
and that His Son will raise you up on the Last Deye
same God who sustained Elijah for 40 days in tisede
toon just two meals — who preserved Israel in thelevi
ness for 40 years with manna and quail — who fed th
multitudes with a few loaves of bread and some fish
who came down from heaven and took on human flesh
pet0 save us — this One is certainly able to work sunsh
tain faith in you through His life-giving Word spek in
Absolution, attached to the waters of Holy Baptism,
united with the bread and wine of Holy Communion,
and proclaimed through the preaching of the Gospel.
r Christ is that Bread which comes down from heaven
who has given His flesh for the life of the worldard
all who eat of it in faith have God’s unshakealienp-
wise that they will never die, but live with Him &arer in
His heaven. In the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds, by faith
giChrist Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen.

you undoubtedly felt you were the one doing it. sl



