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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Today’s Gospel begins with Je-
sus’ disciples asking of Him that He teach them how to 
pray. Jesus responded with the words of what has be-
come the most well-known, most loved – and certainly, 
the most frequently recited prayer in all of human histo-
ry – the Lord’s Prayer. Almost all people – even those 
who weren’t raised with a connection to the Church – 
learned this prayer as little children, and have prayed it 
regularly ever since. The opening words of the “Our 
F5ather” boldly announce a relationship which God 
Himself established between us and Himself through 
His Son – a relationship which makes it possible for 
you to come to Him in prayer. Because of sin, all of us 
have lost and forfeited the right to be God’s children – 
the right to call Him our Father – yes, even the right to 
come to Him in prayer – but through His Son, God has 
restored that right. And here, Christ Himself teaches us 
anew the riches of this magnificent gift.  

As we consider the basis for our right to pray to the 
Father, I’m reminded of St. Paul’s words in his letters 
to the Churches of Rome and Galatia – where he wrote 
about how God predestined us to be adopted as His 
sons through Jesus Christ in accordance with His good 
pleasure and will – and to the praise of His glorious 
grace which He has freely given us in Christ, the One 
He loves. “In Him,” Paul reminds us, “we have redemp-
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” – and 
that God has made us His sons and daughters through 
faith in Christ Jesus. I ask you, is this not the reason we 
pray in Jesus’ name? It’s through His sacrifice – His 
life and merit lived out and earned for our salvation – 
that you have been given the right and privilege to call 
upon our Father God in prayer. And it’s through Christ 
alone that you now have access by faith into this in-
credible grace and mercy in which we now stand. 

But the texts I want to talk about this morning aren’t 
the ones containing the Lord’s Prayer, but rather the 
texts which immediately follow – the parable of The 
Friend at Midnight, and The Father Giving Good Gifts 
– stories which impress upon us some most important 
truths about prayer – truths you would do well to con-
sider when pondering the impact and place of prayer in 
your own faith life. The point of the first parable is real-
ly quite simple – namely, that you need to be persistent 

in your praying. “Which of you shall have a friend,” 
asks Jesus, “and go to him at midnight and say: ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to 
me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’ 
– and he will answer: ‘Do not trouble me . . . I cannot 
rise and give to you?’ I say to you, though he will not 
rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet be-
cause of his persistence he will rise and give him as 
many as he needs.” This account corrects any erroneous 
notion you might have about it not being prudent or 
proper to repeatedly ask God for something you need – 
believing that after all, since God isn’t forgetful, why 
should you have to repeat your prayers over and over 
again? 

Well, consider this: When was the last time you ac-
tually told your wife, your husband, your children, your 
parents, or your friends that you love them?” If your 
answer is that you don’t need to tell them because they 
already know how you feel, do you think they would 
agree? I can almost guarantee that you’ll have to search 
far and wide for a family/marriage counselor who 
would agree with you! But isn’t that exactly what you 
do with God when you try to convince yourself that 
since He already knows what you need there’s no point 
in telling Him? You know in your heart of hearts that if 
you never tell someone close to you that you love them, 
that relationship will probably break down – and that 
person’s love for you – and perhaps even your own love 
for them – will grow cold and die. As human beings 
you not only have an innate, pressing need to hear the 
words “I love you,” but you also have a need to say 
them. Without this blessed exchange, your relationships 
with others will wither and decay – but with these 
words they will thrive. 

Unlike your loved ones, of course, God is omnisci-
ent. He already knows what you want and need even 
before you ask. Nevertheless, Holy Scripture teaches 
that you are to “pray steadfastly in the Spirit on all oc-
casions, that you are to engage yourself constantly in 
prayer, that you are to devote yourself persistently to 
prayer, and that you are to pray without ceasing.” And 
you are not to do this because God has a need to repeat-
edly hear your prayers, but because you have a need to 
repeatedly say them. You need to repeatedly say your 
prayers to God so that He might strengthen you, remind 



  

you of your utter dependence upon Him, and keep the 
lines of communication open between you. So, even as 
you ought not take your relationships with your spouse, 
family and friends for granted, you certainly ought not 
take your relationship with our heavenly Father for 
granted either. “Ask and it will be given to you,” says 
Jesus, “seek and you will find, knock and the door will 
be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; he 
who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 
be opened.” In other words, you are to be persistent in 
prayer because that’s what God wants you to do. 

After driving that point home, Jesus next moves on 
to the second parable. “If a son asks for bread from any 
father among you, will he give him a stone? If he asks 
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? Or if he asks for 
an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him?” The point here is quite 
simple – in answer to prayer, our heavenly Father will 
always give you what’s most needful. But have you ev-
er wondered why God wasn’t answering your prayers? 
Of course you have! But the fact is, no matter how 
blind you might be to God’s working in you life, He 
does indeed answer every prayer you pray. He might 
answer in a way that’s different from what you ask or 
expect – it might be to give you something other than 
what you thought you wanted – or His answer might 
even be to deny your request. But, as Jesus clearly 
points out in this parable, just as an earthly father won’t 
give his children anything harmful, even more so we 
trust that our heavenly Father will only allow you to 
have what’s best for you – that He won’t give you any-
thing which might cause you eternal harm. 

If you had a child who persistently demanded that 
you let him play with your kitchen carving knives, 
would you let him have his way? As a loving father or 
mother, would it be right – in that circumstance – to 
give your child his heart’s desire? In fact, would you 
not be betraying your calling as a parent if you allowed 
your child to have his way? Of course, because his way 
might very easily spell serious injury, or even death. In 
the very same way, don’t you think you sometimes ask 
God for things which aren’t in your best interest – 
things that might well be harmful to you – even though 
you might not realize it – even though you might think 
you know better than God? Dear friends, our loving, 
heavenly Father has promised to give you nothing but 
good gifts. His pledge is that all things will work to-

gether for your eternal well-being. And, as you certain-
ly should well know, that’s why you ought to pray – 
even as our Savior did on the night He was betrayed – 
“Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.” 

And as long as we’re on the subject, you also ought 
to understand that there are some prayers God has 
promised not to answer. God has promised not to an-
swer prayers which aren’t offered in the name of His 
Son – the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – 
and without whom no one comes to the Father. God has 
promised not to answer prayers offered without faith. In 
your praying you must believe and not doubt, “be-
cause,” as James reminds us, “he who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind – and he 
will receive nothing from the Lord.” God has promised 
not to answer prayers for foolish, harmful, or sinful 
things. As St. John says: “This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God – that if we ask anything ac-
cording to His will, He hears us.” And finally, God has 
promised not to answer prayers that dictate to Him the 
way He should help – or the timing of His help. Instead 
of you trying to direct God’s timetable, the Psalmist 
tells us you should rather, “rest in the Lord, wait pa-
tiently for Him, and” – that as you commit tour ways to 
Him, and trust Him completely – “He will give you 
your heart’s desire.” 

As the Apostle Paul writes, you have put on Christ 
in your Baptism – you are a member of Christ’s Body, 
His Church – He has fed you with His body and blood – 
and therefore you are to “be anxious for nothing, but by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, you are to pre-
sent your requests to God.” That, dear friends, is to be 
your posture in prayer – persistent in the confidence 
that our heavenly Father will hear you, trusting that He 
will always give and do for you that which is eternally 
in your own best interest – and confident always and in 
every situation that those who, in faith, persistently ask, 
seek, and knock will receive, find, and have the door 
opened unto them – and that for Jesus’ sake our gra-
cious giver God will bestow upon you everything you 
need to sustain you, body and soul, unto eternal life. 
Amen.  

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 


