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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In today’s Gospel we see a pic-
ture of the Church in these ten lepers who together 
shared a common need – who cried out to Jesus for 
mercy and relief from the consequences of the living 
hell which their lives had become because of their dis-
ease. And Jesus showed mercy to them all – first 
through healing, and then by sending them to the priests 
to be declared “clean.” And yet sadly what we also see 
here in this account is that only one of these men – only 
one of these men who were healed returned to give Je-
sus thanks. Only one of these men really “got it.” Only 
one understood that his life had been restored solely by 
the grace of God and the coming of His Christ into the 
world. 

These ten men whom Jesus met on His way to Jeru-
salem are first of all a picture of sinful mankind, for in 
their bodies they plainly carry their death for all to see. 
Their decaying flesh reminds us of our own sin, and 
what that sin will soon enough produce in our own bod-
ies when laid in the grave. The result of their sickening 
condition is that all who see them maintain their dis-
tance. Indeed, the Law required that all who were af-
flicted with this “living death” give a warning to those 
who drew near by crying out: “Unclean!” lest any ap-
proach and defile themselves. How much easier this 
picture is to see and understand than the sin we carry 
around in our own bodies – and, yet, how very similar! 
Still the truth is that our flesh carries this very same de-
cay, and we show forth the death that comes with it in 
every sniffle, tremor, ache, break and illness. Moreover, 
we display it in the harshness of our words, our evil 
thoughts, our sinful desires, our lack of honesty, our 
absence of charity toward others, and the fact that more 
often than not we put our own needs before the needs of 
our neighbor. In every one of these things our flesh bat-
tles against the Law of God as we struggle to stop Jesus 
from controlling our lives so we can do what we think 
best for our own pleasure and enjoyment. 

Those who see this reality, however, are few – and 
those who do see it are left with only three options. 
First, that they seek to alter it by means of their own 
might – which, of course, is futile. Second, that they 
stop fighting it and simply indulge their flesh as if this 
is how things ought to be. Or, third that they 
acknowledge our Savior and cry out for Him to save 

them. This is what the ten lepers did. Since saving sin-
ners is the very reason Jesus came – and seeking sinners 
was the reason He drew near to these ten lepers – Jesus 
heard their cries for mercy and sent them to the priests 
so that they might be declared clean. Apparently they 
all believed Jesus’ words, because they did as He in-
structed them. But see how only one turned back to give 
thanks. This one is a picture of the True Visible Church 
of God, so let’s “zoom in” to see what’s really happen-
ing. 

We know first of all that even though most of these 
men chose not to follow Jesus, He still had mercy on 
them all. God’s mercy, you see, is objective and its ef-
fects are real, whether believed or not. In the same way, 
it doesn’t make a bit of difference whether or not you 
believe Jesus gave His life as a ransom to save you 
from your sin because it’s true whether you believe it or 
not. After all, He came to give His life as a ransom for 
all. He came as the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. And this He has done whether or not 
anyone believes it. All the evil within you, your “lepro-
sy,” your “walking death,” and the sins of your flesh 
have been paid in full through Christ’s birth, life, suf-
fering, death and resurrection. His righteousness has 
been accepted by God as payment for your offenses and 
your offensiveness. God has declared you forgiven – so 
utterly forgiven that He doesn’t even see you as a sinner 
any longer, but as His own beloved child  – whether 
you believe it or not. 

Yet, there is much to be said for believing this decla-
ration, because if you don’t believe it you will never 
enjoy any its benefits. You won’t have that peace which 
comes from knowing that the Almighty Judge of all no 
longer considers you guilty. And you won’t have the 
comfort of knowing that your standing before God has 
already been secured solely by the work of Christ. 
Moreover, if you don’t believe any of this you’re call-
ing God a liar and spurning His work to save you. For 
such a sin – which is actually unbelief – no sacrifice can 
be made, and no forgiveness extended. 

The one leper who returned shows us what happens 
when the declaration of Christ is believed. It results in 
praise, thanksgiving and adoration for the Father, in the 
Son, through the Holy Spirit. This former leper’s be-
havior made it clear that he didn’t think his obedience 
to the command of Jesus to go to the priests is what 



saved him, or that his faith so pleased God that He 
healed him. He knew it was simply a matter of Jesus 
having mercy and setting things right. That was why he 
alone ran back to honor God and give Him glory. And it 
wasn’t simply that he was “thankful” – as if thankful-
ness were a virtue all its own right – it’s that he was 
thankful to Jesus. He understood that Jesus had given 
him a great gift which was much more than just having 
been healed of this dreaded disease. More importantly, 
he understood that Jesus had given him this gift freely, 
without any merit or worthiness in him, purely by grace 
alone. 

Such an understanding, dear Christian, glorifies the 
Giver of the gift and brings about the result we see in 
this man: a public confession of what God has done, 
and the adoration of God chiefly because of His mercy. 
You and I, we would do well to look upon our own 
lives to see whether such things are manifested in us, or 
whether we may also have been dragged down by the 
conventions of religion and our society so that we don’t 
adore God as we ought. Are you, like this leper, so “lost 
in Jesus” that you are enraptured by the mystery of God 
in Christ and how He comes among and to us in His 
Church, or have you allowed the devil, the world and 
your own sinful flesh to distract you and divert your 
attention away from Christ, His Word, His worship and 
His gifts? 

This was the root of the problem for the nine other 
lepers. At first they also seem to have called on Jesus in 
faith, but now they were “trying to do” what they 
thought He had told them they must do. They turned 
Christ’s invitation to rejoin His People and Church into 
a word of Law. What they heard when He spoke to 
them was: “Go show yourselves to the priests, and you 
will have earned your healing,” or “Go show yourselves 
to the priests or you will lose this healing” – perhaps 
like those who go to revival meetings, jump around on 
stage for a few minutes, and then find themselves crip-
pled up again a day later – accused of “losing their 
faith.” 

This is no different from those who think the pur-
pose of receiving the Lord’s Supper is to “remember 
Jesus” rather than actually receiving Him in His Body 
and Blood. Many go to great lengths to remember what 
Jesus has done – sometimes even tying the Lord’s Sup-
per to a Medieval Jewish Passover Seder in the false 
belief that it will help them remember Jesus in the Up-
per Room “more authentically” – but who focus more 
on “keeping Christ’s ordinances” rather than relying on 
His gracious promise that the real substance of this 
Meal is His very own body and blood given and shed 
for sinners to eat and drink for the forgiveness of their 
sins. 

It’s like those who love to argue about whether or 
not a Baptism is “valid” if it’s not done by immersion, 
or if they don’t think the child is old enough to “choose 
Jesus” – while ignoring the fact that most in this camp 
don’t believe Baptism accomplishes anything anyway. 
All this simply misses the point that none of this is 
about “trying to do” what you think Jesus has com-
manded you to do – like the nine lepers – but that it’s 
rather about receiving Jesus – like the leper who re-
turned to give thanks. The nine, you see, depict what 
much of the world sees as “The Church.” They see all 
the people who outwardly belong to the Church – some 
actually believing unto salvation and some not – all fo-
cused on the wrong thing, whether it be moral issues, a 
prescribed set of rituals, or something else. What they 
should be focusing on instead is what makes one a 
Christian, and adorn that so the world might see how 
precious these things are in the eyes of God. That’s 
what the Samaritan leper did – the one who is a picture 
of the True Visible Church of God on Eart. 

I am thankful, that many of those whose focus isn’t 
really on Jesus nonetheless often confess that a man is 
saved by Grace alone, and by the cross of Christ alone – 
and so we praise God for this seeming inconsistency in 
the way people often see things, and that God’s grace 
has apparently prevented them from following their 
misunderstanding of the Gospel to its logical end so that 
ultimately they become unbelievers. But you and I, we 
must always confess that “by grace alone” means “by 
the Means of Grace alone,” because, as the Scriptures 
clearly teach, there is no other way a person can be sure 
God’s grace has come to them except by means of the 
Word and the Sacraments! 

No matter what else we might have – whether it be 
the Altar, the Font, the Paschal Candle standing beside 
it, the order of the Divine Service, the candles, the 
vestments, the pews, or any other thing that might re-
mind us we are gathered together in a Church and a 
house of God, this alone is what we must emphasize: 
Christ Himself is present – right here – right now – to 
bless and feed you. Our Lord Jesus is here right now in 
order that you might return to Him by grace – through 
the power of the Holy Spirit working in you through 
Word, water, bread and wine – as you bow down before 
Him in adoration and once more make the good confes-
sion, saying: “Here – and here alone – Christ has deliv-
ered my salvation!” Thanks be to God for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


