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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. Very early in the morning, on that first 
Palm Sunday, around 2,019 years ago, with only a scant 5 
days remaining until His trial and crucifixion, our Lord 
Jesus Christ made a brazen, triumphal public entry into 
Jerusalem – an act which set Him on a collision course 
with the priestly, political authorities of His day. This ir-
revocable step He took deliberately, and with careful con-
sideration of the consequences. As He contemplated the 
start of His journey, word got out that He would soon be 
on the road. Crowds began to gather in hopes that they 
might catch a glimpse of this Rabbi from Galilee – and 
perhaps His friend, Lazarus, whom, it had been said, He 
recently raised from the dead. In the neighboring hamlet 
of Bethpage, a donkey was waiting to transport our Lord 
according to Biblical prophecy and His own request. It 
was then that the triumphal procession began – with Jesus 
riding on the back of the donkey, while throngs of people 
lined the roadway, shouting and singing praises to God. 
Some threw garments in front of Him to cushion His ride. 
Others cast palm fronds before Him as he passed by. 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they shouted, “Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
Highest!” Skirting the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus and 
His followers crossed over the Brook Kidron and entered 
into Jerusalem by way of the Golden Gate. Zechariah the 
Prophet had foretold that Messiah would enter into Jerusa-
lem this way, and so a wildly triumphant reception was 
given Him by the crowd who hailed Him as the long-
promised Messiah prophesied of old. Misunderstanding 
that prophecy however, many wanted to anoint Him as an  
earthly King come to release them from the cruel bondage 
of Rome. 

Caiaphas, the high priest that year, no doubt cast a 
worried glance westward in the direction of Herod’s pal-
ace. There the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, had just 
arrived to be on hand for the Passover festivities in case 
any trouble developed. Caiaphas must have marveled at 
the brazen effrontery of this Messiah “pretender” as He 
openly entered into Jerusalem with the full knowledge that 
an arrest warrant had for some time now been posted 
which called for His capture and arrest. Yet there was Je-
sus, fearlessly entering into Jerusalem in the most obvious 
manner imaginable – riding resolutely on to the place 
where He would be betrayed, arrested, whipped, spit upon, 
tortured, and crucified – and all of it solely in order to af-
fect your salvation – to rescue us poor sinners from sin, 
death, the devil, and an eternity in hell. This Savior would 
willingly take upon Himself the punishment you and I 
rightly deserve by reason of our sins so that He might thus 

win us back to God and guarantee us a place in His heav-
en. 

Yet, while we most certainly rejoice over the fact that 
Christ earned for us the right to be called His brothers and 
sisters – members of His Church Militant on Earth who 
are expectantly awaiting our entrance into the Church Tri-
umphant in heaven – we also know that until the Last Day, 
our lives here must be lived out on the battlefield of this 
world where Satan never relents, and where he daily 
comes after us to rob us of our salvation and our joy. And 
what a battle it is! Daily it rages on as our Old Adam and 
the New Man in Christ duke it out with one another in a 
fight to the death. Our new man is controlled by Christ 
and seeks to serve God. But the Old Adam in us is driven 
by selfish pride intent on feeding its own sinful desires at 
the expense of everything and everyone else. Our predic-
ament is just exactly as the old comic strip character, Po-
go, once put it: “We have met the enemy, and the enemy 
is us!” 

That presents us with a bit of a problem, doesn’t it? 
Most of us, I’m sure, would rather like to think that the 
key to solving this dilemma and winning the war between 
us and our flesh is that we just simply try harder to lead a 
holy life through the sheer force of our own will. But the 
fact of the matter, however, is that this task is utterly im-
possible for us. What we need instead is to look to our 
Baptism – that place where God bestowed on us the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, because that’s the hinge upon which all of 
this depends. Our Baptism isn’t simply a one time event 
that happened at some point in the past. It’s a present re-
ality. As St. Paul points out, Baptism incorporates us into 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus – who took our 
sins with Him to the cross and buried them in His grave. 
In Baptism a death occurs – the death of our Old Adam. 
And it’s from his watery grave that the new man emerges. 

This is important to understand because in our day this 
blessed doctrine whereby God bestows upon us the gift of 
faith and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is under con-
stant, steady attack. In a vain attempt to try and improve 
ourselves and our Christian walk, we think that by reading 
one or two of the “how-to” books currently flooding the 
market that we can make that happen. We search high and 
low for some magic formulation we hope and pray will 
bring zest and feeling back into lives – when in fact the 
solution to this quest is right there in front of our eyes. 
The problem, you see, is that most of these “get-
sanctified-quick” schemes are nothing more than “home-
brewed-do-it-yourself” projects – and a “do-it-yourself” 
approach to the Christian life and Christian living is bound 
and doomed from the start. 



What do you get when you reform a sinner? You get a 
reformed sinner. Educate a sinner, and you have an edu-
cated sinner. Disciple a sinner, and you get a discipled 
sinner. In each and every case what you end up with is the 
same old sinner you started out with – for the Old Adam 
will not be tamed, reformed, or discipled. Indeed, he will 
refuse to do any of this with every fiber of his being. The 
only thing you can do to a sinner is kill him! And that’s 
exactly what God does in Holy Baptism. There in the font 
is where God’s formula for true Christian living is to be 
found – in that place where God has promised to bestow 
on His children His Holy Spirit –  where, by grace, 
through faith, we are inexorably united to Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection. 

Now many, when they hear this – and maybe you’re 
one who feels this way – might be thinking this is some 
kind of mind game. That it’s nothing more than a variation 
of the “power of positive thinking” using Baptism as the 
ground for self-improvement. But let me state clearly that 
God does not engage in mind games. Baptism is not 
something we do. It isn’t, as some teach, only an outward 
sign of something that’s taken place inside. It is not our 
action prompted by our decision to follow Jesus. Rather 
it’s that place where God has promised to be at work sav-
ing His children. In Baptism God doesn’t just give you a 
new attitude, but a whole new life! 

As St. Paul reminds us, in Baptism God not only 
drowns the Old Adam, but He also creates us anew in 
Christ Jesus – and not just once, but over and over again 
through His Word of forgiveness spoken in the Gospel. 
Every time you hear the Gospel, every time you receive 
absolution for your sin, and every time you take into your 
mouth Christ’s true body and blood in the Sacrament of 
the Altar – God has promised to be there dealing a death 
blow to your Old Adam and raising you up to live in the 
newness of Christ’s life. “Unfortunately,” as Luther once 
quipped – and as every honest Christian must agree – “the 
Old Adam swims quite well.” For just as soon as you 
think you’ve conquered one sin, another rears its ugly 
head. And you know how devastating it is to fall right 
back into the very sin you detest the most. But, thanks be 
to God, there is still rescue from the guilt and bondage of 
sin through the work of our Savior. 

A friend of mine once told me a story about an 8 year 
old boy who had been a member of one of his congrega-
tions. The young lad told my friend he wanted to be a pas-
tor when he grew up because he thought it would be cool 
to make people happy by telling them their sins were for-
given. That boy may have been on something, for I’ve 
always found that particular part of my calling to be one 
of it’s most rewarding aspects. For although every pastor 

is himself sinful and in need of Christ’s forgiveness, God 
nonetheless has called him to act as His representative in 
the work of forgiving sin. In the stead and by the com-
mand of Christ, God has given pastors the wonderful task 
of extending His forgiveness to penitent sinners. When 
Christ established His Church, He told Peter that the for-
giveness he extended would be a real forgiveness – and 
that those who received His called pastors would receive 
Him. Therefore, Luther is correct when He points out in 
the Small Catechism that the pastor’s words of absolution 
are to be taken to heart and cherished as though Christ 
Himself had spoken them – for, in fact, through the mouth 
of His servants, that is precisely how God speaks in His 
Church today. 

So, on that first Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusa-
lem, knowing full well He would die there on the cross. 
This He did so that you and I might have the gifts God 
deigns for us all – the forgiveness of sins, new life in 
Christ and eternal salvation. But how can this be, since 
Jesus is no longer around – at least visibly – to personally 
hand out these gifts? He does it through Holy Baptism, by 
the hearing of His Word, in Absolution, and through faith-
ful reception of the Lord’s Supper. These are the “Means 
of Grace” – the vehicles, if you will – whereby God freely 
gives you all you need to sustain you, body and soul, unto 
eternal life. Jesus is the One who does the giving. The on-
ly thing you do is simply to receive! 

This, then, is how you live your life as a Baptized child 
of God. God places you in His Church – in the company 
of fellow believers who share in this orthodox, confes-
sional Christian faith. And in that Church He unites us 
with one another under the cross of His Son, so that daily 
you die and rise in the knowledge that your sins have been 
forgiven. Through simple, ordinary words printed on 
sheets of paper, preached by pastors sent by God, and 
spoken by all God’s people as they confess the Hope they 
have in Jesus – through water poured out over you, and 
bread and wine faithfully eaten, you are privileged to re-
ceive God’s life and salvation – and this, not only for you, 
but also for others as God gives you opportunity to con-
fess this faith to those who also have need of hearing the 
Good News of Jesus’ work to save us all. What comfort 
you have in knowing that here in this place, here in God’s 
Church, you have been privileged to receive the true life 
God wants us all to have – and that this life is the life of 
Jesus Christ lived out in you for your eternal well-being! 
May it always be so for His name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


