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Where Is God In A Mass Shooting? 
aftermath of this sort of horror 
is to make sure that we do not 
take the name of God in vain. 
After a natural disaster or an act 
of terror, one will always find 
someone, often claiming the 
mantle of Christianity, opining 

about 
how this moment was God’s 
judgment on an individual or a 
city or a nation for some speci-
fied sin. Jesus told us specifi-
cally not to do this, after his dis-
ciples asked whether a man’s 
blindness was the result of his 
or his parents’ sin. Jesus said no 
to both (John 9:1-12). Those 
self-appointed prophets who 
would blame the victims for 
what befalls them are just that, 

I saw this on the Internet earlier 
this week and thought it was 
very timely and well written. 
The author’s name is Russell 
Moore, President of Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Though we may have some 
issues with the Baptists, I 
think he is right on the 
money when speaking 
on this issue. He writes: 

A few hours ago I was 
on the phone with a 
friend in Las Vegas. 
He and his 
neighbors had just 
lived through, and 
will be living 
through for some 
time, the trauma of seeing 
in their own city the worst 
mass shooting in modern Ameri-
can history. I reflected after that 
conversation what my friend, a 
strong Christian and a respected 
leader, would say when asked by 
those around him, “Where was 
God in all of this?” He will have 
a word for his community, but 
for many Christians, when disas-
ter or great evil strikes, this is a 
hard question to answer. Maybe 
that’s you. 

The first thing we must do in the 

self-appointed. We should listen 
to Jesus and to His apostles, not 
to them. Those killed in a terror 
attack or in a tsunami or in an 
epidemic are not more sinful 
than all of the rest of us (for we 
have all sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God, and there is 

no one ever who has ever 
done all that the Law re-

quires). 

We live in a fallen 
world, where awful, 

incomprehensible 
things happen. 
When an obvious 
and egregious injus-

tice such as this one is 
done, we should stand 
where God does and 

see this as real evil, not 
as an illusion of evil. 
This means that our re-

sponse to such should not 
be some sort of Stoic resignation 
but instead a lament with those 
around us who are hurting. 

Christians sometimes suppose 
that our non-Christian friends 
and neighbors want to hear a de-
tailed explanation, to justify God 
in light of such horror. The Bible 
doesn’t give us easy answers. 
The Word of God instead speaks 
of the “mystery of iniquity” (II 
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Thessalonians 2:7). When trag-
edy fell upon Job, an ancient 
follower of God, and asked why 
such happened to him, God did 
not fully answer him. God in-
stead spoke of His own power 
and His own presence. That’s 
exactly what we should do. 

We do not know why God does 
not intervene and stop some 
tragedies when He does stop 
others. What we do know, 
though, is that God stands 
against evil and violence. We 
know that God is present for 
those who are hurting. And we 
know that God will ultimately 
call all evil to a halt, in the ush-
ering in of His kingdom. We 
know that God is, in the words 
of the hymn, both “merciful and 
mighty.” 

When my wife and I were going 
through a difficult time, years 
ago, a friend stopped by, a re-
spected theologian who spoke 
often and well of God’s sover-
eign providence. I expected him 
to speak to us of how God was 
working in this tragedy we were 
facing. He didn’t. He cried with 
us. He sat with us. He prayed 
with us. And as he left, he 
turned and said, “Russell, I 
don’t know why God permitted 
this to happen to you, but I 
know this: Jesus loves you, and 
Jesus is alive and present right 
now in your life.” I’ve never 
forgotten those words. 

Our neighbors do not need us to 
provide easy answers to what is, 
this side of the Last Day, unex-
plainable. What they need, 
though, is a reminder for us that 

life is not the meaningless chaos 
it seems to be. There is a loving 
Presence at work in the uni-
verse. They need for us to weep 
and hurt with them, as Jesus did 
at the grave of His friend, Laza-
rus. In short, they need us to be 
a people of the cross, a people 
whose God is not distant and 
blank but a God who instead 
loved the world enough to send 
his Son to bear in His own body 
the full measure of the curse of 
evil in our place. In the cross, 
we see evil and horror, but we 
also see that God is there. And 
in the empty tomb, we see that 
death does not get the last word, 
but only Jesus! 

Birthdays 
Jeff Lehning  .....................  10/1 
Jane Alshouse  ..................  10/3 
Bonnie Harris  ..................  10/6 
Cindy Williams  ...............  10/7 
Scott Mayes  .....................  10/8 
Evangeline Barth  ...........  10/10 
Diane Schmidt  ...............  10/13 
Martha Jenkins  ..............  10/19 
Dawn Marchert  ..............  10/20 
Julie Schroeder  ..............  10/26 
Keith Wornson  ..............  10/27 
Tim Brammeier  .............  10/31 
Joni Martinez  ...................  11/1 
Bruce Cantwell  ................  11/1 
Daniel Goodroad  .............. 11/2 
Nelson Hayes  .................. 11/10 
Regan Schmidt  ............... 11/10 

Baptisms 

Sarah Schroeder  ...............  10/2 
Nanette Stout  ...................  10/6 
Yvonne O'Grady  ..............  10/8 
Sarah Pederson  ................  10/9 
Derek Chapman  ...............  10/9 
Vic Edwards  ..................  10/10 

Noah Martinez  ............... 10/12 
Joseph Goodroad  ........... 10/19 
Lauryn O'Grady  ............. 10/19 
Megan O'Grady  .............. 10/19 
Abigail O'Grady  ............. 10/19 
Shari Schley  ................... 10/21 
Emily Wiley  ................... 10/26 
Brooke Schmidt  ............. 10/28 
Evangeline Barth  ........... 10/31 
Allyson Abend  ................. 11/2 

Anniversaries 

Alan & Janice Bozarth 
10/18/1968 

Don & Pat Mayes 
10/18/1985 

Dan & Emily Goodroad 
10/20/2012 

Jeff & Joyce Lehning 
10/22/1960 

Andy & Lisa Starkebaum 
10/28/1995 

Mike & Pat Owens 
11/1/1974 

Jason & Dawn Riley 
11/1/2008 

Allen & Bonnie Harris 
11/6/2004 

Elders 

Vic Edwards 
Larry Goodroad 

Ken Meier 
Dallas Hoffman 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 

October 1  .......  Simon Korondi 
October 8  .....  Ben Starkebaum 
October 15  ......  Andrew Swain 
October 22  .......  Joe Goodroad 
October 29  ........  Colton Harris 
November 5  ..  Conner Jackson 
November 12  .  Simon Korondi 
November 19   Ben Starkebaum 
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November 22  ..  Andrew Swain 
November 26  .... Joe Goodroad 

Ushers 

October 1 
Gary Schmidt, Norm Sowell 

October 8 
John Diaz, John Luppes  

October 15 
Andy Starkebaum, John Luppes 

October 22 
T. Goodroad, L. Goodroad 

October 29 
Dallas Hoffman, Tom Goodroad 

November 5 
Tim Wiese, Andy Starkebaum 

November 12 
Tim Wiese, Craig Schley 

November 19 & 22 
Keith Wornson, Darrin Abend 

November 26 
Tony Alshouse, Craig Schley 

Greeters 

October 1 
Tim & Connie Brammeier 

October 8 
Jeff & Joyce Lehning 

October 15 
LWML 

October 22 
Doris Mann, Janet Miller 

October 29 
Bob & Dawn Marchert 

November 5 
Curt & Gwen Mayes 

November 12 
Don Mayes, Evangeline Barth 

November 19 
Don & Sharon McCubbin 

November 23 
Tony & Jane Alshouse 

November 26 
Ken & Brenda Meier 

Altar Guild 

October 1 & November 5 
Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

October 8 & November 12 
D. Korondi, K. Goodroad 

October 15 & November 19 
Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 

October 22 
June Ramer, Dawn Riley 

October 29 & November 26 
S. McCubbin, P. Clemens 

November 22 
Pat Owens 

Sunday Bible Studies 

During the Sundays leading up 
to Reformation our Sunday 
morning Bible Study will be 
looking at the “Faces of the Ref-
ormation” – that is, examining 
the lives and influence of some 
of the people who were involved 
in the Reforma-
tion. The 
people 
we’ll be 
looking 
at 
over 
the 
next 
few 
weeks will be: Johannes 
Bugenhagen, Martin Chemnitz, 
Andreas Karlstadt, and John 
Calvin. What, you don’t know 
who some of these people are? 
Join us over the next few weeks 
leading up to the 500th Anniver-
sary of the Lutheran Reforma-
tion and find out. 

Top Of The Hill  
The group will meet at 11:30 
Bistro 105 on Tuesday, October 
10. We will have return to 

Church for fellowship,  games 
and dessert. Please join us for 
fun and fellowship. 

Fix It Crew 

The Fix It Crew, better known as 
the doughnut hole gang, has now 
returned from summer vacation. 
We do our work based on I Co-
rinthians 15:58, “Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.” If you would like to help 
us out from time to time, we 
meet most Tuesday mornings at 
9:00. You might give Norm 
Sowell a call if you would like to 
help out on a particular Tuesday, 
or if there is a job you’d like to 
see done around the Church that 
you might be qualified to do. 

Many hands make for 
light work. Norm’s 
cell phone number 
is 816.392.6596  

Trinity Rod 
& Gun 
Club 

On October 14th we will be spon-
soring a “Fish Fry” at the Church 
from 5:00 to around 7:00. We 
will be drawing the winning 
number for the raffle, which was 
held earlier this Summer. 

This would be a great opportu-
nity for you to invite a friend, 
family member or neighbor to 
enjoy a fun afternoon where they 
can have the opportunity of 
meeting some of our members. 

A free will offering will be 
taken, and any monies received 
over and above cost will be used 
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to fund future TRGC events. 
And projects. 

November Meeting News: The 
November meeting will be on 
November 5th at 1:30 to allow 
everyone to grab a bite to eat. 
Then we will meet at Larry 
Goodroad’s house for an after-
noon of clay pigeon shooting. If 
you don’t have a shotgun, that’s 
OK. There will be some to share. 

Trinity Care Group 

Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visiting 
with the family, etc. Please con-
tact Dee Hoffman at 320-2490. 

LWML 

September 11, 2017 

Call to Order: Janet Miller, 
President 

Opening Hymn: 
“The King of 
Love My Shep-
herd Is” 

Opening 
Prayer: The 
business meet-
ing was 
opened with 
prayer led by 
Pastor Newman 
and the LWML 
pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Janis Bozarth, Dee 
Hoffman, Janet Miller, Kay 
Sowell, Marlo Howard, June 
Lueckert, Mary Wornson, Joyce 
Lehning and Pastor Newman. 

Minutes: August meeting min-
utes were read and approved 
with one correction. Third Sun-
day treats will be furnished by 
Dee Hoffman, Janet Miller and 
Marlo Howard. 

Correspondence: Correspon-
dence was shared from Lutheran 
Urban Mission League. 

Treasurer’s Report: As of 
9/11/17 the balance was 
$450.99. 

Mission Grant Story: No Mis-
sion Grant Story. 

Quilting Report:  No report. 

Unfinished Business: We dis-
cussed having Laura Bruce, of 
Tri-County Mental Health, 
speak at our Fall Rally. We dis-
cussed In Gathering theme: 
Womens’ Health. Marlo How-
ard will send an e-mail to each 
of us confirming who will 

speak. 

New Business:  
Approval 
was re-

ceived 
that Oc-
tober 
15th will 
be 
LWML 

Sunday 
at Trinity.  

Marlo 
Howard 

made a motion 
and was seconded 

by Mary Wornson that we 
order book covers, mite boxes, 
bulletin covers, bookmarks, mite 
boxes for children and pens for 
attendance keepers on pews. 

Kay Sowell made a motion and 
Mary Wornson seconded that 
we order Mustard Seed bro-
chures to be put in cups handed 
out to new members. 

Our next business meeting will 
be Monday, October 9, with 
Diane Schmidt as hostess. 
Happy Birthday to Diane 
Schmidt on October 13.  

Third Sunday Treats:            
9/17 Dee, Janet, Marlo; 10/15, 
LWML Sunday; 11/19 June, 
Joyce, Doris 

The business meeting was ad-
journed with the Lord’s Prayer 
and prayer requests led by Pas-
tor Newman. 

Refreshments were served by 
Janis Bozarth. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Board of Directors 

September 11, 2017 

Members present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 
Mark Fairhurst, Michelle Fair-
hurst, Dan Goodroad, Larry 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Curt 
Henke, Dee Hoffman, and Pas-
tor.  

Tim called the meeting to order, 
Pastor opened with prayer and 
continued our study on the 
Augsburg Confession.  

Nelson moved we accept the 
minutes from last month, Curt 
seconded, passed by vote.  

There were several transfers in-
cluding Wesley, Laura, Tristan, 
Alexander, Ethan, and Evelyn 
Carmack from Prince of Peace 
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in Cameron and a transfer into 
membership through profession 
of faith by Cliff Keller. Pete 
Korondi transferred to the 
Church triumphant. Dan moved 
we accept, Connie seconded, 
passed by vote. 

Pastor: Pre-confirmation classes 
start the evening of September 
20th.  

Vice President: N/A 

Treasurer: Mark moved we 
receive the report, Dan 
seconded, passed by 
vote. 

Elders: There 
was no meet-
ing last 
month. 
Larry 
went to 
the 
ACELC 
confer-
ence and 
has cop-
ies of pa-
pers if 
anyone is 
interested. 
There are 
also video 
presentations on 
YouTube or Pas-
tor’s Facebook page. 

Properties: N/A 

Evangelism: There was a com-
mittee meeting on July 31st. 
There are several things they 
talked about such as re-
vamping the greeter program, 
increasing church signage, and 
possibly doing a float in the 
Jesse James parade next year.  

Education: Michelle is working 
on putting confirmation and 
Sunday school material in a 
digital format and make it 
freely available for students and 
parents at home.  

Stewardship: Nothing new to 
report. 

Youth: They had the thank you 
breakfast and are starting to 

plan events for this 
school year. Our current youth 
director stepped down so Con-
nie is looking for a replace-
ment.  

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning: Curt is looking into 
building a shelter house/gazebo 
type building out behind the 
church. The fundraiser by the 
TRGC is earmarked for this 
project.  

Services: The ladies served 206 
people at Pete Korondi’s fu-
neral. 

New Business:  

The parking lot was 
last re-sealed in 

2008; this needs 
to be done 

again soon. 

The CCW 
class is 
9/30/17. 

Re-
elections 
coming 
up are: 
Presi-
dent, 
Secre-

tary, Pub-
lic Rela-

tions, Evan-
gelism and 

Planning. 

The board would 
like to put to-

gether a committee to 
review the Constitution for 

any changes or updates that 
need to be made. 

Nelson moved we adjourn, Dan 
seconded. Passed by vote. Pas-
tor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 


