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Yes, It’s Reformation Again 
“Halloween” – also known as All 
Saints’ Eve, or All Hallows’ Eve. 
That was the well-known day 
when Martin Luther posted his 
Ninety-five Theses on the door 
of All Saints’ Church in Witten-
berg, Germany. Luther chose that 
day because he knew that faithful 
Christians would be arriving for 
Mass that very same next morn-
ing. And there was certainly no 

intention on Luther’s part – or on 
the part of any of the Reformers, 
for that matter – that the Feast of 
All Saints should one day be su-
perseded or replaced by anything 
like the “Reformation.” 

Therefore those who object to the 
celebration of the Reformation 
have a valid complaint, if and 
when that celebration becomes 
an opportunity to pat ourselves 
on the back with one hand, while 
bashing everyone else on the 
head with a big stick in the other. 

Although October is only just be-
ginning, it won’t be long before the 
end of October is upon us once 
again, a time when it’s difficult to 
know exactly where we stand in the 
Church’s calendar – that is, which 
dates ought to be most important to 
observe for those who are Chris-
tians. What I’m talking about is 
October 31, which most people 
celebrate as Halloween, but which 
is more im-
portantly ob-
served by us 
Lutherans as 
Reformation 
Day (even 
though our of-
ficial celebra-
tion is usually 
on the Sunday 
before or af-
ter). Hence it 
shouldn’t sur-
prise us that Lutherans have always 
considered that part of the year as 
“Reformation Tide” – especially 
since Luther’s birthday is on No-
vember 10th. However, because 
it’s no longer popular in our day 
and age to remember the Reforma-
tion (much less to celebrate it), I 
think it’s important for us to at 
least try to keep that portion of the 
Church’s history alive in our own 
observance of it. 

There was a reason the Reforma-
tion began when it did, that is on 

Sadly, it is true, that far too often 
in the past – and unfortunately, 
even in the present – 
“Reformation Day” has been used 
as an occasion for us to criticize 
the Roman Church while at the 
same time praising ourselves for 
not being “too Catholic.” For such 
behavior, Doctor Luther himself 
would surely have called us all to 
repentance. 

You see, we 
sometimes 
forget that 
neither Mar-
tin Luther nor 
the Confes-
sions that 
bore his 
name didn’t 
just drop 
down out of 
heaven. Lu-
ther was a 

Christian because he was Baptized 
and reared in the Roman Catholic 
Church – the same Church, by the 
way, in which Luther also heard 
and learned to know the Holy 
Gospel. Luther never despised his 
fathers in Christ nor the countless 
saints who had gone before him – 
who were also likewise Baptized 
and reared in the Roman Church. 
Luther’s one and only desire – out 
of love for both Christ and His 
Church – was the reformation of 
the Roman Church on the basis of 
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her own authentic confession and 
holy faith. Everything she needed 
was already there: the treasures of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Gospel of 
Christ, the water and Word of Bap-
tism, the salutary practice of Con-
fession and Absolution, the Sacra-
ment of the Altar, the Office of the 
Holy Ministry, and of course, the 
ancient liturgies and prayers of the 
Church. The Church simply 
needed a renewed appreciation and 
a right understanding of these 
things. 

And may I say that the Church in 
our own day still needs to develop 
such an appreciation – and yes, 
that includes the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod as well. I 
say this because the fact of the 
matter is that we are always in dan-
ger of falling into the same trap as 
the Church of the Middle Ages – 
that is, of thinking that Christ and 
His Gospel and Sacraments are not 
enough – that we must and have to 
do something more to supplement 
Christ’s work with works of our 
own – or programs, or excitement, 
or creativity, or money, or what 
have you. Worst of all is when the 
treasures of the one, holy, Chris-
tian and Apostolic Church are de-
spised as “too Catholic,” and thus 
exchanged for the marketing tech-
niques of the temporal world. 

So, to celebrate the Reformation 
properly is to understand the work 
of Martin Luther and the events of 
the Sixteenth Century as one part 
of our history as the Church of 
Christ. Doctor Luther was first of 
all a Pastor and Professor of that 
Church, and it was precisely as 
such that he taught and preached 
the Gospel of Christ – to and for 
the Church. And so also do the Lu-
theran Confessions (especially the 
Augsburg Confession) make plain 

and explicit our connection to the 
Church catholic (notice the small 
“c” . . . ) of all times and places – 
just as we also confess each week 
in the Creeds. 

Therefore, as later this month we 
remember and commemorate the 
saints who have gone before us, we 
are doing nothing more nor less 
than confessing our unity in Christ 
with all those who live by faith in 
Him – both here and now, as well 
as in eternity. For it is not Chris-
tian, but pagan, to assume that 
those who have died are simply 
“dead and gone” as though they no 
longer exist. Our Lord teaches oth-
erwise, and all of us know that. 
When we remember the Patriarchs 
and Prophets of the Old Testament, 
the Apostles and Martyrs of the 
New Testament, the faithful Pas-
tors and Saints of the Early 
Church, we are doing so as those 
who share a living connection with 
these very people in Christ Jesus. 
And that’s also why we remember 
Martin Luther and the Lutheran 
Reformers – not as those who are 
nostalgic for a long fading past, but 
as those who rejoice in the fellow-
ship we have with all those who 
live forever with the Lord. 

They are with the Lord, and the 
Lord is with us; and thus we are all 
together one Body in Him – far 
closer, in fact, to those faithful de-
parted than we are to those who 
live and work beside us every day 
apart from faith in Christ. 

So, as we celebrate and remember 
the Reformation this year, at the 
same time let us remember those 
close to us who have departed this 
life and gone to be with Jesus. Let 
us give Him thanks that by the 
work of the Holy Spirit He called 
them by the Gospel, He enlight-

ened them with His gifts, and kept 
them safe and secure in the one 
true faith unto life everlasting – 
even as He calls, gathers, enlight-
ens and sanctifies us in His 
Church. To Him alone be all glory, 
honor and praise, both now and 
forevermore. Amen. 

Birthdays 
Jeff Lehning  ..........................  10/1 
Jane Alshouse  .......................  10/3 
Bonnie Harris  ........................  10/6 
Cindy Williams  .....................  10/7 
Scott Mayes  ...........................  10/8 
Diane Schmidt  .....................  10/13 
Martha Jenkins  ....................  10/19 

Dawn Marchert  ...................  10/20 
Julie Schroeder  ....................  10/26 
Keith Wornson  ....................  10/27 
Bryan Fent  ...........................  10/31 
Tim Brammeier  ...................  10/31 
Joni Martinez  ........................  11/1 
Bruce Cantwell  .....................  11/1 
Daniel Goodroad  ...................  11/2 
Nelson Hayes  ......................  11/10 
Regan Schmidt  ....................  11/10 

Baptisms 
Sarah Schroeder  ....................  10/2 
Nanette Stout  .........................  10/6 
Yvonne O’Grady  ...................  10/8 
Sarah Pedersen  ......................  10/9 
Vic Edwards  ........................  10/10 
Noah Martinez  ....................  10/12 
Marcea Harms  .....................  10/16 
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Joseph Goodroad  ................  10/19 
Lauryn O’Grady  .................  10/19 
Megan O’Grady  ..................  10/19 
Abigail O’Grady  .................  10/19 
Shari Schley  ........................  10/21 
Emily Augur  .......................  10/26 
Brooke Schmidt  ..................  10/28 
Allyson Abend  ......................  11/2 

Anniversaries 
Bryan & Christ Fent 

10/7/1972 

John & Linda Bosky 
10/9/1982 

Alan & Janis Bozarth 
10/18/1968 

Don & Pat Mayes 
0/18/1985 

Dan & Emily Goodroad  
10/20/2012 

Jeff & Joyce Lehning 
10/22/1960 

Andy & Lisa Starkebaum 
10/28/1995 

Mike & Pat Owens 
11/1/1974 

Allen & Bonnie Harris  
11/6/2004 

Steve & Marcea Harms 
11/9/1968 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
Oct. 4  ..................Ben Starkebaum 
Oct. 11  .................. Andrew Swain 
Oct. 18  ......................  Alex Abend 
Oct. 25 ....................  Joe Goodroad 
Nov. 1  .................. Tom Goodroad 
Nov. 8  ................... Sammy Harms 
Nov. 15  ................... Colton Harris 
Nov. 22  ...............  Conner Jackson 

Nov. 25  ................  Simon Korondi 
Nov. 29  ......................... Eli Ramer 

Ushers 
October 4 & 11 

Craig Schley, Kevin Schroeder 

October 18 
Bill Moore, Norm Sowell 

October 25 
Norm Sowell, Jack Oldag 

November 1 & 8 
Jack Oldag, Andy Starkebaum 

November 15 & 22 
Wayne Suter, Fred Walworth 

November 25 
Bill Wersinger, Don Jaeger 

November 29 
Keith Wornson, Don Jaeger 

Greeters 
October 4 

Mark & Donna Fairhurst 

October 11 
Bryan & Christi Fent 

October 18 
Dan & Emily Goodroad 

October 25 
Larry & Kari Goodroad 

November 1 
Max & Judy Goodwin 

November 8 
Jim & Karen Hargrave 

November 15 
Steve & Marcea Harms 

November 22 
Allen & Bonnie Harris 

November 25 
Rob & Ardyth Stone 

November 29 
Curt & Char Henke 

Altar Guild 
Oct 4 & November 1 

Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

October 11, November 8 & 25 
Deanna Korondi, Kari Goodroad 

October 18 & November 22 
June Ramer, Leslie Young 

October 25 & November 29 
P. Clemens & S. McCubbin 

November 15 
Dee Hoffman, Sharon McCubbin 

Flowers 
October 4 

Dallas & Dee Hoffman 

October 18 
Dan & Emily Goodroad’s  

Third Wedding Anniversary 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

September 14, 2015 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Mark Fairhurst, Dan 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Dee 
Hoffman, Bob Marchert, Pastor, 
Norm Sowell, Lisa Starkebaum, 
and Lisa Young. 

Bob called the meeting to order 
and Pastor opened with prayer. 

Rob and Ardyth Stone transferred 
their membership in from Calvary 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Ty-
ler Walworth transferred his mem-
bership out. 

Norm moved we accept the July 
minutes, Mark seconded. Norm 
moved we accept the August min-
utes, Nelson seconded. 

Pastor: Took vacation part of the 
month and has been prepping for 
Catechism class. 

VP: See unfinished business 

Treasurer: Mark moved we re-
ceive the report, Dan seconded. 

Elders: N/A 

Properties: See unfinished busi-
ness. 

Evangelism: Still working on the 
postcard program for new movers. 
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Education: Fall Sunday school 
started. Volunteers are needed for 
teachers and meal servers. 

Stewardship: Is working on arti-
cles for the newsletter. 

Youth:  The Thank You breakfast 
went well. They are putting to-
gether the new calendar and direc-
tory. Also, looking for fundraising 
ideas. 

Public Relations: nothing new to 
report. Be sure to tag Trinity on 
any activity on Facebook that the 
church is involved in! 

Planning: The Donut Gang is do-
ing well and will always welcome 
more every Thursday morning. 
There are maintenance request 
slips on the table outside of Barb’s 
office. The phone in the elevator 
stopped working, is working on a 
fix. The batteries in the AED were 
replaced and the Top of the Hill 
group agreed to check on those 
each month. 

Services: Getting a wedding bas-
ket ready for Sarah Mayes. 

Unfinished Business: Bob 
Marchert, Bob Howard and Norm 
Sowell met with Dry Basement 
about our water issues. The sug-
gested solution was to put a man-
hole under the cry room with mul-
tiple sump pumps in it. 

Nelson moved we give Ian, Norm 
and Bob approval to proceed with 
the Dry Basement proposal. Leslie 
seconded and motion passed. 

A Security Committee is being 
formed to gather suggestions on 
security at church. A donation cov-
ered the cost of the new micro-
waves! 

New Business: The fall voters’ 
meeting is November 15th. 

Norm moved we adjourn, Dan sec-
onded. Pastor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad, Secretary 

Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets the 
quarterly at the home of Fran and 
Marsha Szarejko. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kimberly 
Murphy, 628-6815. Everyone is in-
vited to join us at these meetings. 

LWML 
September 14, 2015  

Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: “Baptized Into 
Your Name Most Holy” 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Newman 
led opening prayer and LWML 
Pledge was recited 

Attendance: Pastor Newman, Di-
anne Mischlich, Dee Hoffman, 
Judy Goodwin, Kay Sowell, Marlo 
Howard, Janet Miller, June 
Lueckert, Diane Schmidt, Joyce 
Lehning, Mary Wornson, Janis Bo-
zarth 

Minutes: July meeting minutes 
were read and approved with one 
correction. Treasury balance was 
$1,174.16. 

Treasurer’s Report: Kay Sowell 
reported a current balance of 
$1,299.95. A free will offering was 
taken. Janet Miller read Mission 
Grant Story. 

Quilting Report:  Judy Goodwin 
brought beautiful items for quilt 
Sunday. We will display items on 
October 25th and silent auction will 
be November 1. 

Unfinished Business: Final dis-
cussion was had about spaghetti 
dinner to be held on September 20 
after Sunday School.  

New Business: Discussion was 
had about LCMS Joint Seminary 
contribution in the amount of $250. 

Motion was made by Mary Worn-
son and seconded by Janet Miller. 
Motion carried.  

Marlo Howard asked for volun-
teers for Ronald McDonald House 
Red Thursday. 

 Marlo Howard discussed contribu-
tion from Thrivent and brought t-
shirts for LWML Sunday spaghetti 
dinner. The menu will be spaghetti 
and meatballs, salad, tea, lemon-
ade, coffee and sherbet. Mary 
Wornson will make table decora-
tions. Discussed package from 
Thrivent. 

Discussed wedding of Sarah 
Mayes September 26. 

Fall rally will be October 10 at St. 
Stephens. 9:15 Registration. 

Third Sunday Treats: October 18: 
Mary Wornson, Janis Bozarth, Di-
anne Mischlich; November 15: 
Judy Goodwin, Penny Harris, Di-
anne Mischlich; December 20: 
Marlo Howard, Joyce Lehning, Di-
anne Mischlich 

Next meeting will be Monday, Oc-
tober 12 at 9:00 a.m. with Janet 
Miller as hostess.  

Business meeting was adjourned 
with prayer and prayer requests led 
by Pastor Newman. 

Bible Study: Pastor Newman led 
the bible study on the 23rd Psalm. 

Refreshments were served by host-
ess Joyce Lehning. 

No quilt meeting was held. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because of 
illness, birth of a baby, death, hos-
pitalization, etc.? Trinity Care 
Group can help. We would be 
happy to arrange for providing 
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meals, doing errands, visiting with 
the family, etc. Please contact Dee 
Hoffman at 320-2490. 

LWML Quilt Sunday 
Our second annual LWML Quilt 
Sunday will be Sunday, November 
1st. Our quilting ladies have been 
busy this year making quilts, table 
runners, and Christmas tree skirts 
for you to purchase for yourself or 
for Christmas gifts. This year we 
will be doing things a little differ-
ent than last year. We will have the 
quilts on display the Sunday be-
fore, which will be October 25th. 
This year we will have a silent auc-
tion. You will be able to put a bid 
on any quilt you wish to purchase. 
However, others can also bid on 
the same quilt! The following Sun-
day, November 1st, you will have 
one last chance to place a bid. You 
can bid as many times as you want. 
Highest bidder gets the quilt. As 
we did last year, there will be a 
minimum price on all quilts. 

Proceeds from the quilt sale will go 
to local charities for part of our an-
nual Christmas donations. 

Top Of The Hill 
The Top Of The Hill Group will 
meet Tuesday, October 13, at 
11:30 AM at church. We will have 
a cook out of brats and hot dogs. 
Please join us for lots of fun, fel-
lowship and great food! 

Ladies Night Out 

Our next event is October 19. We 
will meet at LaCosta Mexican Res-
taurant on the square in Liberty @ 
6:00 P.M. Questions - contact 
Shari Schley @ (816) 686-3270. 
Hope to see you! 

Family Fellowship 
The annual Harvest Party is Satur-

day, October 24, beginning at 5:00 
P.M. at the Goodroads with a hay-
ride. We will eat at 6:00 PM. 
Please bring a dessert or side dish, 
flashlight and bag chair. Pork sand-
wiches and beans will be served. 
We will enjoy a campfire during 
the party. Let’s pray for good 
weather! 

Children’s Christmas 
Program 

Joy To The World! Our children’s 
Christmas program will be Decem-
ber 20th, at 7:00. I have started to 
lay out an idea of what needs to be 
done. I would love your input and 
assistance. Our program this year 
is a new one 
from CPH. I’d 
like cos-
tumes and 
props to be 
re-worked 
and/or 
created. 
Please con-
tact me if 
you’d 
like 
to be 
involved 
in this special 
time 

for the congregation’s fami-
lies. Leslie Young 816-308-5970. 

Thank You 

Correspondence 
Members at Trinity, 

Greetings in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary at Fort Wayne. 
Thank you for your generous sup-

port of the Seminary and its Semi-
narians. I spoke last week with a 
first year student from St. Louis 
who upon reviewing his tuition 
statement was heartened to see the 
reductions brought about by indi-
vidual and congregational support. 
He wanted me to make sure I told 
as many about his thanks as I had 
opportunity. So, thank you at Trin-
ity for being a supporter of the 
preparation of new Pastors for the 
Lord’s church. Blessings to you 
all. - Rev. Mark DeLassus 

* * *  

Dear Friends: 

On behalf of Concordia theological 
Seminary, I thank you 
for your recent dona-

tion. Gifts such 
as yours, allow 

us to provide the fin-
est theological edu-

cation to the future 
pastors, deacon-
esses, and mission-
aries who will serve 

The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod 
and our partner 

churches world-
wide. I thank God for you and 

ask for your continued sup-
port. Together we partner 

in an essen-
tial mission 
of forming 

servants in Jesus 
Christ who teach the faithful, reach 
the lost and care for all. (For gift to 
Fort Wayne Operational Fund, 
$1,615.00. 

Your Servant in Christ, Rev. Dr. 
Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., President, 
Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne. 


