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What Did God Know, And When Did He Know It? 

know this was all going to hap-
pen, many have asked? "What 
did He know and when did He 
know it?"  

God certainly knows all things. 
God is omniscient, and to be 
sure, He does know all things. 
Everything happens as God has 
foreknown it. However, it must 
also be said that God does not 
cause all things to happen, 
though He 

foreknows their occurrence. He 
permits the wicked things that 
men perpetrate against Him and 
His will. His permissive will 
maintains the human abilities to 
use mind and body, even if that 
use damages the world. So when 
God considered in His eternal 
will the creation of Adam and 

During the Watergate hearings in 
the 1970s, which led to the resig-
nation of President Richard Nixon 
in 1974, Senator Howard Baker is 
famous for having asked aloud in 
those hearings regarding the 
break-in and burglary at the Wa-
tergate Building: "What did the 
President know and when did he 
know it?". That same question 
could be addressed to the God 
who created Adam and Eve, in-
stalling them in the Garden of 
Eden, giving them 
the free will to 
love Him and re-
spect His Word 
(or not). "What did 
God know and 
when did He 
know it?" We 
know the story 
from our side 
as Scripture re-
veals it to us, 
and we know 
that it had a 
tragic ending 
when Eve took the fruit from Sa-
tan and ate it with her husband, 
Adam. In that one act death came 
into the world, and the perfect fel-
lowship which our first parents 
shared with their Creator was 
shattered when they chose to trust 
the lies of Satan over the truth of 
the Word of God. But didn't God 

Eve, when He thought about their 
state of perfection and the de-
lightful fellowship He would en-
joy with them in the Paradise in 
which they would be placed by 
Him, He also knew that they 
would throw all these divine gifts 
back in His teeth, they would de-
spise His Word and trust the lies 
of His enemy, and they would eat 
the fruit of the very tree He had 
forbidden them to eat. So, what 

did God know, and when did 
He know it? The answer 

is that He knew it 
from eternity. Does 
it not boggle the 
mind to consider 
why God took that 
step to create these 
ones who He knew 
full well would ulti-
mately rebel 
against His gra-
cious care? 

How much more pa-
tient could our God 

be than that He would 
chose to create those who would 
rebel against His love for them – 
and that even after all that He 
would still love them wholly and 
completely. If you made a plan to 
buy a dog as a family pet, would 
you still buy that pet if you could 
foresee that the dog would attack 
you and leave you injured and 
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scarred? I don't think so. Yet God 
foresaw with absolute clarity the 
fall of His most beloved creations 
and their vicious betrayal of His 
love. And yet He still chose to cre-
ate them, although He most cer-
tainly had the power not to create 
them at all. He could have pressed 
the "reset" button, and simply 
started all over again. He could 
have done this with absolutely no 
cost to Himself. But He chose not 
to do that. Indeed, He could not do 
that, for He had already committed 
Himself to these creatures, who He 
knew would fall and betray Him. 
And not only that, He didn't just 
determine to still create this par-
ticular pair, who would fall into 
miserable decay. He had a plan 
from eternity to save them and 
every one of their descendants 
from their wickedness. 

His personal commitment to us hu-
mans also led Him to plan for a 
salvation that was unbelievably 
costly to Himself. He created us 
for personal fellowship, and that 
relationship could only be repaired 
and redeemed personally by God 
Himself. And so God invested 
Himself fully in this plan of salva-
tion. He didn’t just grant salvation 
but He Himself became our Savior. 
He didn’t just declare sinners right-
eous, but instead He became their 
righteousness. He didn’t just adopt 
a new attitude toward fallen hu-
manity, but adopted us sinners to 
be His very own dear children. Our 
heavenly Father sought us when 
we sought Him not. He loved us 
when we loved Him not. He be-
friended us when we were His ene-
mies. And He did all this in the 
perfect and complete knowledge of 
our stubbornness and animosity to-
ward both His Word and His will. 

So, what did God know and when 
did He know it? He knew it all be-

fore any of it ever came to be. He 
knew it in all of its ugly, depraved, 
sinful, gory detail. And still in all 
He would not turn away from any 
of it in order to save us, sending 
His only Son into the thick of to 
bear every ugly, depraved, sinful, 
gory detail – an in that saving act 
loving us with an everlasting love 
that saves . . . and saves eternally. 
Thanks be to God who does all 
things well. And thanks to the Son 
who willingly gave up His rightful 
place in heaven for a time in order 
to be our Savior! 

Birthdays 
Jeff Lehning  .......................... 10/1 
Jane Alshouse  ........................ 10/3 
Bonnie Harris  ........................ 10/6 
Cindy Williams  ..................... 10/7 
Scott Mayes  ........................... 10/8 
Diane Schmidt  ..................... 10/13 
Becky Edwards  ................... 10/18 

Martha Jenkins  .................... 10/19 
Dawn Marchert  ................... 10/20 
Julie Schroeder  .................... 10/26 
Keith Wornson  .................... 10/27 
Bryan Fent  ........................... 10/31 
Tim Brammeier  ................... 10/31 
Joni Martinez  ........................ 11/1 
Bruce Cantwell  ...................... 11/1 
Daniel Goodroad  ................... 11/2 
Charlie Kueck  ....................... 11/5 
Nelson Hayes  ...................... 11/10 

Baptisms 
Sarah Schroeder  .................... 10/2 
Nanette Stout  ......................... 10/6 
Yvonne O'Grady  ................... 10/8 

Sarah Mayes  ..........................  10/9 
Vic Edwards  ........................  10/10 
Noah Martinez  ....................  10/12 
Marcea Harms  .....................  10/16 

Joseph Goodroad  .................  10/19 
Lauryn O'Grady  ..................  10/19 
Megan O'Grady  ...................  10/19 
Abigail O'Grady  ..................  10/19 
Shari Schley  ........................  10/21 
Emily Augur  .......................  10/26 
Brooke Schmidt  ..................  10/28 
Allyson Abend  ......................  11/2 

Anniversaries 
Mike & Pat Owens 

11/1/1974 
Allen & Bonnie Harris 

11/6/2004 
Steve & Marcea Harms 

11/9/1968 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 

Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 

Peter Korondi 

Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
Oct. 12  ..................  Sammy Harms 
Oct. 19  .................  Tom Goodroad 
Oct. 26  ................. Conner Jackson 
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Ushers 
October 12 

Tim Brammeier, Andy Starkebaum 
October 19 & 26 

Rick Strack, Allen Harris 

Greeters 
October 12 

John & Carol Diaz 
October 19 

Vic Edwards, Dottie Adcock 
October 26 

Mary Ellett, Martha Jenkins 

Altar Guild 
October 12 

June Ramer, Kari Goodroad 
October 19 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
October 26 

Sharon McCubbin 
Phyllis Clemens 

ACELC News 
The long-awaited ACELC Film, 
“If Not Now, When?” has now 
been completed and is available for 
viewing online. You can go to 
www.acelc.net and click on the 
“ACELC Film Project” link on the 
menu bar to find the page where it 
is listed. There are also study 
guides being posted for anyone 
who would like to use them for 
personal study. The film is also 
available via DVD if you would 
like to purchase a copy for your-
self. There are a number of copies 
on the table under the window of 
the Secretary’s Office in the up-
stairs Narthex. The cost is $5.00 
per copy, or if you are short of 
funds free. Thank you for your 
support! 

Unanswered Prayer 
The preacher's 5 year-old daughter 
noticed that her father always 
paused and bowed his head for a 
moment before starting his sermon. 

One day, she asked him why. 

"Well, Honey," he began, proud 
that his daughter was so observant 
of his messages. "I'm asking the 
Lord to help me preach a good ser-
mon." 

"How come He doesn't answer it?" 
she asked. 

Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets the 
quarterly at the home of Fran and 
Marsha Szarejko. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kimberly 
Murphy, 628-6815. Everyone is in-
vited to join us at these meetings. 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because of 
illness, birth of a baby, death, hos-
pitalization, etc.? Trinity Care 
Group can help. We would be 
happy to arrange for providing 
meals, doing errands, visiting with 
the family, etc. Please contact 
Penny Harris at 628-4121. 

LUMA Garage Sale 
Help support the LUMA Garage 
Sale being held at Ascension Lu-
theran Church, 4900 Blue Ridge 
Blvd, KCMO. Proceeds will bene-
fit Christmas in the City to be held 
December 9-12.  

LWML Quilt Sunday  
Would you like some help on your 
Christmas shopping this year? On 
November 2nd we will be having an 
LWML Quilt Sunday. We will 
have small quilts for sale….table 
toppers, lap quilts (nice gift for 
your elderly loved ones), and “Lay 
Down For A Nap On a Cold Win-
ter Day” quilts. Lots of variety! 
They all will be very reasonable 
priced. More information will be 
coming in a few weeks. 

 

The Church Dies From 
Apostasy, Not Martyrdom  

 “The blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church” – so the an-
cient saying goes. In this excerpt 
from a letter Hermann Sasse wrote 
to Lutheran pastors around the 
world, in the year 1954, he puts his 
finger precisely on the source of 
the Church’s greatest struggle and 
greatest danger: apostasy from 
within the Christian faith. We have 
seen this apostasy growing ever 
stronger throughout liberal 
mainline Protestantism of all 
stripes. Sasse writes: 

“The church is not dying from 
martyrdom, but from apostasy. 
How did it happen, that a small 
booklet, which appeared in 1848 
under the title The Communist 
Manifesto [1948], has gained such 

a 

power over minds? It began in the 
Christian countries. Karl Marx 
[1818-1883]  was the son of a bap-
tized Jew, but his closest collabora-
tor, Friedrich Engels [1920-1895], 
came from a pietistic factory fam-
ily in Wuppertal, from one of the 
many pious families which have 
always been such loyal supporters 
of missions. And they found their 
followers among Europe’s work-
ers, Catholic and Protestant. And 
now, this small book, which be-
came the catechism of Europe’s 
workers, has become the confes-
sion of uncounted millions 
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throughout the entire world, per-
haps the most-used textbook in 
contemporary humanity, the con-
tents of which even illiterates 
learn. 

What does this mean? Does it indi-
cate that the power of the Christian 
faith has been extinguished, or that 
the Christian message has lost its 
attractiveness for so many people? 
Simply compare the numbers of 
the missionary statistics for the 
Christian missionaries and the Is-
lamic missionaries in Africa, and 
you will be shocked, even if you 
consider that the figures aren’t 
comparable. Consider Islam’s 
power, consider that our mission 
had its great successes among the 
primitive people, but that there has 
not yet been a break-through into 
one of the main high religions of 
Asia. We do not want to minimize 
in any way the rich harvest which 
God has, despite everything, still 
granted to our mission work. With 
nothing but thankfulness can we 
consider the sometimes superhu-
man work which our missionaries, 
and not only the Lutheran ones, 
perform under conditions of un-
speakable difficulty. 

But the big question can’t be si-
lenced, whether Christendom as a 
whole hasn’t lost something. It has 
not only the changed world situa-
tion, the awakening of various peo-
ple-groups who now continue the 
nationalism of our nineteenth cen-
tury and thence steer straight into 
communism, which makes our 
work so difficult. It must be a deep 
sickness, which has taken from 
Christendom of all denominations 
the power which it once had. Such 
a sickness once destroyed the 
churches of Africa and Asia, save 

for a small remnant, as many 
Christians could hardly wait until 
they became Muslims and could 
thereby escape the special tax 
which they had to pay. 

A similar sickness is passing 
through Europe’s churches today. 
It is useless to close one’s eyes to 
it. It doesn’t help, if [we renovate] 
the altar [and make it] higher and 
prettier, or if more and more cler-
gymen march out in front of it in 
pompous robes. We have nothing 
against a good liturgy and a liturgi-
cal movement. But if that is sup-
posed to be a substitute for the ab-
sent congregation and for the lost 
confession, then that is a sign that 
the church is terminally ill. It 
won’t help, either, if theology be-
comes more and more subtle, and 
whenever possible uses a language 
which an ordinary mortal can no 
longer understand. Even that can’t 
be a substitute for that from which 
the church lives. For this type of 
theology has nothing to do with the 
authentic theology from which the 
church lives. That is the theology 
which can be prayed, like the great 
theology of the Middle Ages and 
of old Lutheranism. That is the the-
ology which is a confessing theol-
ogy like the Nicene Creed [A.D. 
385] or the Augsburg Confession 
[1530]. That is the theology which 
even children can already learn, 
like the Small Catechism [1529]. 

If we had such a theology, then the 
church would be helped in many 
respects. One need only to consider 
the repulsive vanity and glory-
seeking of modern theologians of 
all denominations in order to re-
mark that something here is wrong, 
that the secularization of the spiri-
tual life is located in exactly that 

place from which the cure for it 
should come.” 

Sasse, Letters to Lutheran Pastors 
#35, September 1954 

LWML Minutes 
Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus, #516 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Newman  

LWML Pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Judy Goodwin, Joyce 
Lehning, Kay Sowell, Marlo How-
ard, Dianne Mischlich, Penny Har-
ris, Pastor Newman, Janet Miller, 
and Mary Wornson. 

Minutes: August meeting minutes 
were read and approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Kay Sowell re-
ported a current balance of 
$875.42. A free will offering was 
taken.  

Mite Report: In June’s absence, 
Kay reported total mites of $42.94 
after our mite donation of $307.61 
was sent to our Zone. Meeting 
mites were collected. The Mission 
Grant Story for September was for 
$80,000 to expand airing “Worship 
for Shut-Ins,” to many retirement 
and nursing care centers through-
out the US and Canada. 

Quilting Report: Dianne Mischlich 
shared two more quilt tops, one to 
be used for our LWML Quilt sale 
and one for a door prize at the 
LWML Fall Zone Rally. She had 
also finished quilting a quilt for 
Mary to now add the binding. Janet 
Miller made a motion to give our 
profits from the quilt sale to the 
Elevator Fund. Second by Penny 
and motion carried. Kay will check 
into matching fund from Thrivent. 

Unfinished Business: Further plans 
were discussed for the September 
27th Board Meeting and the Octo-
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ber 18th Fall Zone Rally to be held 
at Trinity. The Board Meeting will 
run from 9am to noon and with 
about 15 in attendance. For the Fall 
Rally Joyce will bring apple juice 
for the morning snack along with 
coffee cakes or breads from Kay 
Sowell and Mary Wornson. Marlo 
Howard will look into getting fold-
ers for the rally from Thrivent. In-
gathering donation will be decided 
by our officers with possible ideas 
for Kearney Food Pantry or items 
for Rachel House. 

New Business: LWML Sunday 
will be October 5th with our ladies 
wearing purple, being greeters and 
ushers, and singing Hark, the 
Voice of Jesus Calling. We will 
also have our Convention Report 
during Fellowship Hour. Marlo 
Howard will look into some possi-
ble handouts. Then at 3:00 pm that 
same afternoon we will have the 
All Church Birthday Party/
Volksmarch/Pie Auction. We will 
serve Bratz and Hotdogs. Marlo 
and Penny: buns; Mary: sauerkraut 
and cake for Sept/Oct; Janet: pick-
les, onions, relish; Dianne: hot-
dogs; Joyce: chips and hotdogs; 
Kay: Bratz and cake for July/Aug; 
Judy: chili topping. 

Connie Brammeier will be in 
charge of Pie Auction.  

Third Sunday Treats: Sept 21: 
Marlo Howard, Janis Bozarth, Di-
anne Mischlich; Oct 19: Judy 
Goodwin, Penny Harris, Dianne 
Mischlich; Nov 16: Joyce Lehning, 
Marlo Howard, Dianne Mischlich 

Next meeting will be Monday, Oc-
tober 13th at 9:00 am with Marlo 
Howard as hostess. Business meet-
ing was adjourned. Pastor led us in 
prayer requests and concerns end-
ing with everyone praying the 
Lord’s Prayer. Pastor led the Bible 
Study from the book, Why I Am a 

Lutheran from the chapter, “We 
Are Alive”. 

Joyce Lehning served a yummy 
pineapple cherry cake. Some of our 
ladies checked on quilts ready or 
near completion for our quilt sale 
in November.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Wornson, Secretary 

Youth 
The youth group had their Higher 
Things Thank-You Breakfast on 
Sunday, September 14. Thank you 
to all the youth and parents who 
assisted with the breakfast and 
slideshow. Thank you to all of our 
congregational members who at-
tended the breakfast. We appreci-
ate your continued support in the 
Christian education and fellowship 
of our youth. 

The Youth’s October event is ten-
tatively scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 19. We’ll plan to visit the 
new corn maze in Kearney. Please 
watch the bulletin for details. 

The Youth group will also be coor-
dinating another BINGO night in 
November as part of their fundrais-
ing this year. I will be setting up a 
planning meeting soon to discuss 
and plan the details of this event.     

There is a lot of plan-
ning to do for 
this coming 
school year 
which is al-
ready upon 
us. I am 
looking for both parent volunteers 
and our youth to assist in the brain-
storming of new and fresh ideas re-
garding the planning of events and 
fundraising this year. The youth 
group is also responsible for pro-
viding snacks following worship 
service the second Sunday of each 
month.   

Trinity’s youth group consists of 6-
12th graders. Please watch the bul-
letin and kiosk for updates regard-
ing upcoming events and fundrais-
ers. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to give me a call. 

Lisa Starkebaum, Youth Director  

Top Of The Hill 
The group will meet on Tuesday, 
October 14, at 11:30. Please join us 
for lots of fun, fellowship and a de-
licious lunch of chili, salad and 
desserts. 

Ladies Night Out       
Please join us on October 20 at 
6:00 PM. We will be meeting at 
Stroud’s Restaurant (as we did not 
go in August) for some good food 
and fellowship. Please sign up on 
the kiosk. Questions? Ideas? Please 
contact Shari, 686-3270. 

Volksmarch, Birthday 
Party & Pie Auction 

The annual Volksmarch, congrega-
tional birthday party and pie auc-
tion was a big success. Lots of 
members gathered at 3:00 to walk 
around the Kearney Walking Trail, 
then at about 4:30 we enjoyed a 
meal of hot dogs and brats, fol-
lowed by the 

singing of 
happy birthday and the eating of 

birthday cakes. 

After that we held our second an-
nual Pie Auction. There were lots 
of pies and lots of folks willing and 
ready to buy them. Larry Goodroad 
served as our most able auctioneer, 
and Sammy Harms played Vanna 
White, expertly showing the pies to 
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ready bidders. When the dust set-
tled we had raised $1,905 toward 
our Elevator Fund, $1,000 of 
which will be matched by 
Thrivent, making for a total of 
nearly $3,000. Thanks be to 
God . . . and thank-you to everyone 
who participated or worked behind 
the scenes to make this possible! 

Family Fellowship 
The annual Harvest Party will be 
held this coming Saturday, October 
11, at the Goodroads with dinner 
and a hayride. We’ll eat at 5:00 
and drinks will be provided. Every-
one should bring a dessert to share, 
chairs and flashlights for finding 
your way back to the house should 
you accidentally fall off the hay 
wagon and no one sees you disap-
pear into the night ☺.  

MLA 
Greetings to you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Over a month of school is already 
finished; it is hard to believe. It is a 
very exciting time of the year 
where we are in the flow of school, 
and the initial welcoming of new 
students and families is done, and 
implementing new programs are in 
full swing.  

This year our school theme is 
based on Romans 12:1-2 – Trans-
formed in Christ. As we go 
through this year, we are attempt-
ing to keep this in focus, and fol-
low Christ’s path not our own. 
May God be with us as we work 
with students and families showing 
the love of Christ at MLA. It is 
truly a blessing for MLA to be able 
to teach your children the ways of 
the Lord, and it is truly a blessing 
for your children to attend MLA to 
learn more about God and His 

works and His ways. If we remove 
Christ from this education, the edu-
cating is not as valuable for this 
life and especially for the life to 
come.  

Throughout the year, the whole 
child is developing in each student. 
The work done by our wonderful, 
caring and highly trained teachers, 
along with the great tools and 
methods they posses and use, help 
cause that development to take 
place. By having our eyes focused 
on the author and perfector of our 
faith, we all know the right path to 
take this school year and every 
school year. We pray that the Holy 
Spirit will continue to be our guide 
and keep us on the right track as 
we go about fulfilling the very im-
portant task of educating children. 
May we always do it to the glory 
and honor of Him, giving all 
thanks and praise to Him for all 
that we do, all that we have, and all 
the transformation that takes place 
through Christ.  

Please keep Martin Luther Acad-
emy and everyone associated with 
it in your prayers. With God’s help 
and following His guidance, we are 
sure to be successful in our en-
deavors. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Schneider, Principal 


