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etc. Of course, people who 
don’t believe in God, such as 
secular Marxists and atheists, 
see all these things to be purely 
“natural phenomena.” Other 
people who have a “deistic” 
view believe in a creator God, 
of some sort, but don’t believe 
that he intervenes in the world 

today. 

Christians have understood 
God’s involvement in world 
events and natural disasters un-
der the category of 
“providence.” Martin Luther 
summarized this teaching about 
“providence” in the Small Cate-
chism in his explanation to the 
First Article of the Creed, 

which states: 

The following is an article I 
thought was quite good. It was 
written by the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Noland, a classmate and friend 

of mine from the Seminary. 

Coronavirus 2019 (a.k.a. 
COVID-19) is a respiratory ill-
ness that, as of 21 April 2020, 
has 2,531,804 total confirmed 
cases of infection in an ongoing 
worldwide pandemic. 
The total number of 
deaths attributed to 
the virus so far is 
174,336. That puts 
this disease in the up-
per range of modern 
pandemics, such as: 
Asian Flu (1957-58), 
Hong Kong Flu 
(1968-69), AIDS 
(1981-present), and 
the Swine Flu (2009-

10). The most lethal 
of all modern pan-
demics was the Spanish Flu 
(1918-1920), with a total esti-
mated number of deaths at 17 to 

100 million. 

At times like this, people won-
der about God’s involvement in 
plagues, epidemics, pandemics, 
and other natural disasters, like 
earthquakes, hurricanes, torna-
dos, volcanic eruptions, floods, 

I believe that God has made me 

and all creatures; that He has 

given me my body and soul . . .. 

and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and 

shoes . . . and all I have. He 

richly and daily provides me 

with all I need to support this 

body and life. 

He defends me against 

all danger and guards 

and protects me from 

all evil. All this He does 

only out of fatherly, di-

vine goodness and mer-

cy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. 

The noun “providence” 
is found as a verb in Lu-
ther’s phrase “He richly 
and daily provides.” I 
remember many wid-
ows telling me about 
their deceased husband: 
“He was a good provid-

er!” God gives us government, 
parents, and spouses to serve as 
his agents in the process of 
“providing,” but He is the ulti-

mate and best “provider.” 

How does God’s providence har-
monize with natural disasters? 
Natural disasters and human-

caused disasters seem to conflict 

Covid-19 And God’s Providence 
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with the idea that God is a care-
giver and provider for mankind. 
But there is another actor on the 
stage! Listen 
to Luther’s 
explanation of 
the Fourth Pe-
tition, “Give 
us our daily 
bread,” in his 
Large Cate-

chism: 

This petition 

is especially 

directed 

against our 

chief enemy, 

the devil 

whose whole 

purpose and desire it is to take 

away or interfere with all we 

have received from God. 

Did you get that? The devil’s 
whole life purpose and desire – 
the thing that gives him the 
greatest joy and pleasure – is to 
take away, or interfere with, 
God’s redemption (spiritual 
goods) AND God’s providence 
(temporal goods). Christians 
know that the devil is the source 
of their temptation to sin and 
unbelief, but we often forget 
that the devil is constantly 
“running interference” against 
God’s providence. Luther con-

tinues: 

[The devil] is not satisfied to 

obstruct and overthrow spiritual 

order, so that he may deceive 

men with his lies and bring 

them under his power, but he al-

so prevents and hinders the es-

tablishment of any kind of gov-

ernment or honorable and 

peaceful relations on earth. This 

is why he causes so much con-

tention, murder, sedition, and 

war, why he sends 

tempest and hail to 

destroy crops and 

cattle, why he poi-

sons the air, etc. (LC 
Third Part, 80; Tap-

pert, 431). 

The devil “poisons 
the air”? This is not a 
reference to air pol-
lution, but to the mi-
asmatic theory of 
disease that was pop-
ular in the Middle 
Ages. Thus, Luther 
blames the devil for 

natural disasters of all sorts, in-
cluding infectious diseases. Alt-
hough we don’t support that 
theory today, the idea that the 
devil is active on earth and is re-
sponsible for these 
disasters is taught in 
Luther’s Catechisms 
and the Bible (e.g., 
Job 1:9-2:10; Luke 
10:18; John 8:44; 

Acts 10:38). 

Luther explains more 
about the conflict be-
tween God and the 
devil in the realm of 
providence in his ex-
planation of the Last 
Petition, “Deliver us from evil,” 

also in his Large Catechism: 

This petition seems to be speak-

ing of the devil as the sum of all 

evil in order that the entire sub-

stance of our prayers may be di-

rected against our arch-enemy. 

It is he who obstructs everything 

that we pray for: God’s name or 

glory, God’s kingdom and will, 

our daily bread, a good and 

cheerful conscience, etc. 

Therefore we sum it all up by 

saying, “Dear Father, help us 

to get rid of all this misfortune.” 

Nevertheless, this petition in-

cludes all the evil that may be-

fall us under the devil’s king-

dom: poverty, shame, death, 

and in short, all the tragic mis-

ery and heartache of which 

there is so incalculably much on 

earth. Since the devil is not only 

a liar but also a murderer, he 

incessantly seeks our life and 

vents his anger by causing acci-

dents and injury to our bodies. 

He breaks many a man’s neck 

and drives others to insanity; 

some he drowns, and many he 

hounds to suicide or other 

dreadful catastrophes. There-

fore there is nothing 

for us to do on earth 

but to pray constant-

ly against this arch-

enemy. For if God 

did not support us, 

we would not be 

safe from him for a 

single hour. (LC 
Third Part, 113-116; 

Tappert, 435). 

All sorts of people 
around the world are 

working around the clock to re-
duce and eliminate the damage 
being caused by the COVID-19 
disease: government officials, 
public health officers and staff, 
doctors, nurses, medical staff, 
policemen, firemen, emergency 
medical officers, “first respond-
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ers,” manufacturers of medical 
masks and protective equip-

ment, etc. 

What can you do to help? 1) 
Cooperate with the health au-
thorities and their orders; 2) 
Pray for the safety and welfare 
of all the 
people 
men-
tioned 
above, 
who are 
working 
to reduce 
and elim-
inate the 
COVID 
disease and its effects; 3) “Pray 
constantly against this arch-

enemy” the devil, our old evil 
foe, who now means deadly 
woe; and 4) Thank God daily 
for his grace and mercy on us 
poor miserable sinners, which 
grace we receive through His 

Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Martin R. Noland 

Birthdays 
Mike Owens .......................  5/2 

Adyline Christensen ...........  5/2 

Phyllis Clemens ..................  5/9 

Laura Schmidt ....................  5/9 

Kay Sowell .......................  5/14 

Kari Goodroad ..................  5/15 

John Diaz ..........................  5/17 

Jensen Mayes ....................  5/18 

Dallas Hoffman ................  5/21 

Ginger Cuba .....................  5/23 

Janet Miller .......................  5/24 

Carolyn Paterson ................  6/3 

Sam Goodroad ....................  6/3 

Alec Walworth ...................  6/3 

Riley Lisec .........................  6/3 

Lilly Wornson ....................  6/4 

Samuel Wornson ................  6/4 

Alexandria Fairhurst ..........  6/4 

Jim Wornson ......................  6/6 

Carson Schmidt ..................  6/8 

Baptisms 
Roy Keller ............  5/1 

Lee Wathen ..........  5/1 

Ellen Propst ..........  5/1 

Bruce Cantwell .....  5/7 

Jana Schwarz ........  5/8 

Courtney Fairhurst  5/8 

John Luppes .......  5/12 

Kayla Oulman ....  5/12 

Ashley Fairhurst .  5/13 

Pat Mayes ...........  5/18 

Tiffany Robinson .............  5/22 

Tim Wiese ........................  5/26 

Phyllis Clemens ...............  5/29 

Ginger Cuba .......................  6/1 

Ardyth Stone ......................  6/6 

Anniversaries 
Rick & Karen Soutter  

5/6/2018 

Bob & Dawn Marchert 

5/20/1983 

Wayne & Bobbie Suter 

5/22/1982 

Tim & Connie Brammeier 

5/28/1983 

Bret & Emily Wiley  

5/28/2016 

Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 

6/7/2008 

Elders 
Larry Goodroad 

Dallas Hoffman 

Bill Moore 

Vic Edwards 

Allen Harris 

Tim Brammeier 

Acolytes 
May 3 ..............  Jacob Wornson 

May 10 ..............  Joe Goodroad 

May 17 ...............  Colton Harris 

May 24 ............  Simon Korondi 
May 31 .............  Andrew Swain 

June 7 ................  Sam Wornson 

June 14 ............  Jacob Wornson 

June 21 ..............  Joe Goodroad 

June 28 ...............  Colton Harris 

Ushers 
May 3, May 10 

Mark Young, Keith Wornson 

May 17, 24 

Tony Alshouse, Darrin Abend 

May 31, June 7 

John Barth, Tim Brammeier 
June 14, June 21 

Derek Chapman, John Diaz 

June 28 

Vic Edwards, Andy Fairhurst 

Greeters 
May 5 

Dallas & Dee Hoffman 

May 10 

Bob & Marlo Howard 

May 17 

Mike & Colleen Jackson 

May 24 

Roy & Eldora Keller 
May 31 

Deanna Korondi, Cliff Keller 
June 7 

Scott & Lacey Mayes 
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June 14 

Don & Sharon McCubbin 

June 21 

Ken & Brenda Meier 
June 28  

Janet Miller, Bill Moore 

Altar Guild 
May 3, June 7 

Mary Ellett, Pat Owens 

May 10, June 14 

Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman 

May 17, June 23 

Kari Goodroad,  
Deanna Korondi 
May 24, June 28 

Phyllis Clemens,  

Sharon McCubbin 

Reopening News 
The Clay County Health Depart-
ment has (somewhat) lifted the 
stay-at-home order on midnight, 
the 3rd of May. According to 
their recommendations, we will 
be taking extra precautions in 
the conduct of our worship ser-
vices on Sunday morning. 
Among the things we will be do-

ing are: 

1. We will still 
be videotaping 
our Services, ex-
cept that now the 
Services will be 
live-streamed ra-
ther than record-
ed first-hand. 
Later in the day 
the video will 
placed on our 
YouTube channel with a link to 
it on our website. We are also 
hoping to do a great deal more 
Social media as we reach out in-
to our community and world 

with the precious Gospel of of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

2. Based on the what the Clay 
County Health Department has 
recommended, we will be offer-
ing two services on Sunday 
morning so that we can 
practice safe “social 
distancing” and 
also take into 
consideration the 
needs and con-
cerns of our 

members. 

2. There will be a 
signup sheet on 
our Website where you can in-
dicate which service you will be 
attending so that we can ensure 
that we don’t exceed the recom-
mended attendance at either ser-
vice. If you don’t have access to 
the Internet you may call Pastor 
or another member who can do 

it for you. 

3. Communion will be offered 
at both Services utilizing both 
the Chalice and individual cups. 

We will be taking extra precau-
tions in the use of the Chalice. 
For instance, the purificator 
used to wipe the Chalice will be 
soaked in Everclear to ensure 

that nothing harmful is passed 
from one person to another. Al-
so, for the present time each 
person will come to the center 
of the Chancel to receive the 
host in their hands, not in their 

mouths, then they may either 
take an individual cup or 

receive the Chalice 
as indicated above, 
then return to their 
seats. A common 
dismissal and 
blessing will be 
spoken once eve-
ryone has returned 

to their seats. 

4. The offering plate will not be 
passed during the service. Of-
ferings will either be received 
electronically or may be placed 
in the offering trays at the back 
of the Nave. For the time being 
our worship services will be 
printed out fully with hymns so 
that there can be no chance for 
anything to be transmitted from 
worshipper to worshipper via 

the hymnals. 

5. If you 
are one of 
those who 
are con-
cerned 
about re-
turning to 
public 
worship at 
the present 
time, you 

may make an appointment with 
Pastor to receive the Sacrament 

by appointment. 

Remember, these measures are 
taking place out of an abun-
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dance of caution. We know that 
some members may be more 
comfortable than others with re-
turning to public gatherings 
such as Church services. Please 
be respectful of every person’s 
opinion in these matters. As 
brothers and sisters in Christ we 
will need to work together as 

we move forward. 

LWML 
We will not be holding 
our regularly scheduled meeting 
on May 11th because of Coro-
navirus concerns voiced by 
many. God willing, we will be 
able to have next meeting in 

June. 

From Our  
Congregational  

President 
I hope you and your families are 

doing well and staying safe. 

Following this note, you will 
find minutes from a Special 
Meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors that I called on April 2. The 
purpose of the meet- ing 
was to discuss a 
plan to provide 
stability to 
our congre-
gation’s fi-
nances 
over the 
next couple of 
months as we navi-
gate the economic un-
certainty caused by 

COVID-19. 

While offerings were steady in 
March, it is difficult to predict 
what the impact of COVID-19 
will be in the weeks and months 

the heart and soul of their com-

munities. 

Normally, I would not advocate 
our congregation taking on a 

loan. I believe in a very 
conservative fiscal ap-

proach. However, given the 
uncertainty of when the world 

will return to “normal,” the fact 
that the loans will be fully for-

given, and on the advice of the 
Synod and District, I asked the 
Board of Directors to consider 

the issue. 

There was urgency to discuss 
the issue on April 2, as the ap-
plication period opened on 

April 3, and funds were ex-
pected to go quickly – which 
they did. The Board met via 
video conference and approved 
applying for the program. Our 
application was submitted to 
Kearney Trust Company and 
approved. The funds will be 
used to cover payroll and utili-
ties over an 8-week period, and 
the Board will be diligent in 
working with the bank to ensure 

to come. Some members’ in-
comes have already been im-
pacted, while others 
may be impact-

ed yet. 

We 

were in-
formed in early 

April by the Synod, 
District, Concordia Plan Ser-
vices, and Church Mutual (our 
property insurance company) of 
a program in the stimulus pack-
age passed by 
Congress on 
March 27 called 
the Paycheck 
Protection Pro-

gram (PPP). 

The PPP is an 
SBA loan 
(administered 
through local 
banks) that helps 
businesses keep 
their workforce 
employed during 
the COVID-19 
crisis. The loans 
will be fully for-

given as long as: The loan 
proceeds are used to cover 

payroll and utility costs over the 
8-week period after the loan is 
made; and Employee and com-

pensation levels are maintained. 

Initially it was unclear if 
churches were eligible, but a 
bipartisan letter on March 31 

conveyed Congress’s intent that 
churches are to be included – 
recognizing that churches are 
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that the appropriate paperwork 
is filed so that the loan will be 

fully forgiven. 

I want to thank everyone for 
continuing to support the 
church. If you are able to 
continue giving – whether 
by mail, bill pay thru your 
bank, via the Give Plus app, 
or from your IRA – please 
do so. While the PPP will 
help with payroll and utili-
ties for an 8-week period, 
there are other bills to pay in 
that time, and we need to be 
in as strong a financial position 
as possible after those funds are 

gone. 

I also want to thank everyone 
for continuing to support the 
church with their 
time, talent, and 
prayers. I 
know every 
single mem-
ber is help-
ing in so 
many dif-
ferent ways – 
please know 
that your church 
is thankful for all 

that you are doing. 

Finally, I want to thank you for 
joining our online worship ser-
vices. While this will never be 
able to replace in-person wor-
ship, it has been inspiring to see 
so many of our members (and 
guests) gather in His name to 
worship together and make the 

best of these challenging times. 

While the present situation may 
seem unprecedented, the church 
was in a very similar situation 

Altis; Evangelism, Sam Good-
road; Education, Michelle Fair-
hurst; Stewardship, Bob 

Marchert; 
Youth, Dean-
na Korondi; 
Public Rela-
tions, Derek 
Chapman; 
Planning, 
Tim 
Brammeier; 
Secretary, 
Erma Altis; 
Pastor, Drew 

Newman; Treasurer, Connie 

Brammeier. 

Prayer: Pastor  Newman 

New Business: Paycheck Pro-

tection Program (PPP) 

Connie presented an overview 
of the program. We have the op-
portunity for a Fully-Forgivable 
loan thru the SBA to cover our 
Payroll and Utilities for the next 
8 weeks. Funds are provided in 
the form of loans that will be 
fully forgiven when used for 

payroll cost and utilities. 
The Synod and District 

have recommended 
that congrega-
tions apply for 
this. Connie dis-
cussed the fi-
nancial calcula-
tions. We will 

request 

$25,885.00. 

Tim move to ap-
prove the Resolution 

Authorizing Borrowing. 
Seconded by Larry. Vote 

passed. Melvin and Darrin will 
sign the resolution for the bank. 

just over 100 years ago. The fol-
lowing excerpt is from an article 
published in the Lutheran Wit-

ness in 1918 during the Spanish 
Flu: “During the present epi-
demic, the Boards of Health of 
many cities have requested that 
congregations close schools, 
churches, and Sunday-schools 

until the danger had passed.” 
God sustained the church 

during that pandemic, 
and we know and 
trust that He will 

do the same now. 

Continue to pray 
and trust in Him, 

and soon enough we 
will be back together 

in His house. 

God Bless, Mark 
Fairhurst, Congregation 

President 

Special Board Meeting 
April 2, 2020 

Call to Order: President 
Mark Fairhurst call the meet-

ing to order 

Roll Call: President, Mark 
Fairhurst; Vice-President, Dar-
rin Abend; Head Elder, Larry 
Goodroad; Properties, Melvin 
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Mark and Connie will be desig-
nated signers for the loan docu-

ments. 

Time moved adjournment. Sam 
Seconded. Meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer led by 

Pastor. 

Meeting Adjourned, 

Erma Altis Secretary 

Top of the Hill  
The Top of the Hill group is still 
in limbo for the present time. 
We know the stay-at-home-

order will be lifted at midnight 
on the third of May, but since 
everyone is still apprehensive 
and nothing definite has been 
decided about how we might 
best resume Church activities, 
we are going to have a wait and 
see attitude. Watch for more de-

tails as we know more. 

In the meantime, if you haven’t 
done this already, pick up your 
phone and call your fellow 
members to find out how 
they’re doing, and maybe spend 
some time in conversation. 
Share some 
good news 
with them and 
get to know 
your fellow 
members bet-
ter! The Good 
News of the 
Gospel is still 
the best Good 
News even in 

these times of uncertainty. 

A Time To Laugh 
Signs seen outside veterinary 

clinics: 

hurst; Vice-President, Darrin 
Abend; Properties, Melvin Al-
tis; Evangelism, Sam Goodroad; 
Education, Michelle Fairhurst; 
Youth, Deanna Korondi; Public 
Relations, Derek Chapman; 

Planning, Tim Brammeier; Sec-
retary, Erma Altis; Treasurer, 
Connie Brammeier; Head Elder, 

Larry Goodroad. 

Call to Order: President, 

Mark Fairhurst 

Scripture and Prayer: Pastor  

Drew Newman 

Reading of the Minutes: 
March 9, 2020. President Mark 
Fairhurst asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes. Tim 
Brammeier made the motion. 
Seconded by Connie 

Brammeier. Passed 

Report by Pastor: Admission 
and Dismissal of Members, 

None 

Report by Treasurer: Sam 
Goodroad made a motion to re-
ceive the Treasurer’s Report, 
Seconded by Larry Goodroad. 

Passed 

President: Thank-you’s to Pas-
tor, Derek, Joe, and all who 

* If the earth was flat cats 

would push everything off of it. 

* Dogs have owners. Cats have 

staff. 

* In ancient times cats were 
worshiped as gods. They have-

n’t forgotten. 

* Never feed your 
cat anything that 
clashes with your 

carpet. 

* I dressed my dog 
as a cat, now he 
won’t come when I 

call him. 

Midweek Bible 
Class 

The plan right now for the 
Wednesday morning Bible 
Classes and Matins service is to 
resume them on May 13. That 
could change, but for now that’s 
what we’re planning on. The 
Men’s Study starts at7:45. The 
Order of Matins will start at 
9:00, and the Women’s Study 

will commence at 9:30. 

Board of Directors 
Online Meeting 4/13/2020 

Attendance: Pastor  Drew 
Newman; President, Mark Fair-
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have worked to make online 
worship possible dur-
ing the COVID-19 

shutdown. 

And thank-you’s al-
so to every-
one who 
continues to 
serve the 
Church with their 
time, talent, treasure, 

and prayers. 

I will write a letter for 
the May newsletter to 
provide context and de-
tail to the congregation about 

the PPP loan. 

Vice President: Nothing to re-

port. 

Head Elder: Elder s had a 
meeting to stop the Church Ser-
vices. Elders are calling every-
one in their district to let them 

know and checking on them. 

Properties: Defective blower  
wheel was replace in one of the 

furnaces. 

The South elevator door motor 
was replaced and the elevator is 

now functioning properly.  

Mowing has started and 
two individuals 
and three 
families have 
sponsored a 
week of mow-
ing. Two indi-
vidual have 
volunteered to 
mow using the 
church 
lawnmower. I 
will be posting the names of 
those who are supporting this 

endeavor in the Newsletter. 

by Deanna and seconded by 

Derek. Passed 

Sexual Harassment Policy – de-

ferred to a later date. 

New Business: Election Poll-
ing Place. Review on March 10 
election. It was reported that 
Kay Sowell that the election 
went well. Connie stated that 
we received a check for clean-
ing. Note: April 7 election 

moved to June 2. 

Adjournment: Larry made 
the motion to adjourn the meet-

ing, seconded by Tim. 

Pastor closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Meeting Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erma Altis Secretary 

From Properties Director 
In the past we didn’t think much 
about how, or who took care of 
the Church yard , just that it got 
done. Well we have a big yard 
and it’s a big job ! So here is 
thanks to all who mowed or 
worked on the yard in years 

past. 

This month I would like to 
thank Vic Edwards and Doris 
Mann for each sponsoring a 
week of lawn care for the 

Church. 

I would also like to thank Larry 
Goodroad for mowing this last 

week with the Church mower. 

If you would like to mow or 
sponsor a week of lawn care 
please contact me so that I may 

put you on the schedule. 

Melvin Altis: (816) 560-9256 or 
maltis@fairpoint.net 
 

Evangelism: Nothing to re-

port. 

Education: Still planning on 

VBS. We have a lot of supplies. 

Youth: Higher  Things in 
Tennessee has been can-
celled. But she would be 
checking on two other lo-

cations. 

When COVID-19 threat is over 
the youth would like to help the 

Church have big celebration. 

Public Relations: He had little 
trouble getting the videos up-
loaded on You Tube with three 
services. We had around 200 
views. Joe’s video had over 
1600 views. He took pictures of 
the Church with all the flowers 
to give to people that don’t have 

a computer to see them. 

Planning: To get the church 

open for service again. 

Secretary: Nothing to repor t. 

Unfinished Business: Update 
on the PPP loan. Connie stated 
that we were approved and the 
money should be in the account 

this week.    

Elementary & Secondary Ed-

ucation Fund: Motion needed 
to amend fund rules to allow 
funds to be used for Pre-

K. Michelle made a motion to 
change the Trinity Lutheran 

Elementary-Secondary 
Education Grant Fund 
from Kindergarten to 
Preschool. Seconded 

by Melvin. Passed. 

Motion needed to grant 
$500.00 from this fund for Jul-
ian Goodroad for 2020/2021 
school year. Motion was made 


